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Zygmunt Mineyko (1840–1925). Fot. Archiwum Muzeum Narodowego w Krakowie
Zygmunt Mineyko (1840–1925). Photo: Archives of the National Museum in Krakow



Szanowni Państwo,

oddajemy w Państwa ręce tom XX Notae Numismaticae – Zapisków Numizmatycz- 
nych. Zgodnie z przyjętymi przez nas zasadami wszystkie teksty publikujemy w językach 
kongresowych, z  angielskimi i  polskimi abstraktami. Zawartość obecnego tomu oraz 
tomy archiwalne są zamieszczone w formie plików PDF na stronie internetowej Muzeum 
Narodowego w Krakowie (https://mnk.pl/notae-numismaticae-zapiski-numizmatyczne-1). 
Na stronie dostępne są ponadto wszelkie informacje ogólne o czasopiśmie oraz instrukcje 
dla autorów i recenzentów. 

Sto lat temu 27 grudnia 1925 roku zmarł w  Atenach Zygmunt Mineyko (1840–
1925), człowiek o niezwykłym życiorysie, oddany Ojczyźnie patriota, weteran Powstania 
Styczniowego, emigrant, a  jednocześnie filhellen i  honorowy obywatel Grecji. Jego 
zasługi na polu walki z  rosyjskim zaborcą, emigracyjna tułaczka i  wkład w  budowę 
Państwa Greckiego są dosyć dobrze znane, głównie dzięki spisanym przez niego samego 
pamiętnikom przechowywanym w  Bibliotece Jagiellońskiej w  Krakowie, w  części 
wydanych drukiem w 1971 roku pod tytułem Z Tajgi pod Akropol. Dzięki publikacjom 
polskich i greckich archeologów znane są również dokonania Mineyki na polu archeologii, 
a  w  szczególności jego udział w  badaniach na terenie położonego w  Epirze słynnego 
sanktuarium Zeusa w Dodonie. 

Zygmunt Mineyko interesował się również numizmatyką i  nie były to 
zainteresowania powierzchowne. Spod jego pióra wyszło – niestety nigdy nieopubliko- 
wane – dzieło poświęcone jak sam pisał „objawom numizmatyki”. Rękopis tej pracy 
przechowywany obecnie we Lwowie, w  dawnych zbiorach Zakładu Narodowego im. 
Ossolińskich, pozwala uznać ją za bardzo nowoczesne i  wyprzedzające swe czasy 
opracowanie. Zygmunt Mineyko jest również ściśle powiązany z  historią zbiorów 
numizmatycznych Muzeum Narodowego w Krakowie. W latach 1924 i 1926 do zbiorów 
krakowskiego Muzeum Narodowego trafiło w  dwóch transzach prawie sto antycznych 
monet podarowanych przez Stanisława Mineykę (1875–1924), syna Zygmunta. Choć 
formalnie ofiarodawcą był Stanisław najprawdopodobniej inspiratorem daru był jego 
ojciec, który z powodzeniem realizował ideę wzbogacania polskich instytucji naukowych 
i muzeów zespołami starożytnych monet. Dary takie zostały lub miały zostać przekazane 
Muzeum Narodowemu w  Warszawie, Uniwersytetowi Wileńskiemu, Uniwersytetowi 
Jagiellońskiemu oraz jak wspomniano Muzeum Narodowemu w Krakowie. Niniejszy tom 
naszego czasopisma pragniemy dedykować pamięci Zygmunta i Stanisława Mineyków. 

Redakcja



Dear Readers,

We are delighted to present you with volume 20 of Notae Numismaticae – Zapiski  
Numizmatyczne. As is our policy, we publish all texts in the congress languages,  
with English and Polish abstracts. The contents of current volume and archive  
numbers are available as PDF files on the website of the National Museum in Krakow (htt-
ps://mnk.pl/notae-numismaticae- zapiski-numizmatyczne-1). The website also provides 
all general information about the journal, along with guidelines for authors and reviewers.

One hundred years ago, on 27 December 1925, Zygmunt Mineyko (1840–1925) died 
in Athens. He was a man with an extraordinary life story, a devoted patriot, a veteran of 
the January Uprising, an emigrant, and at the same time a philhellene and honorary citi- 
zen of Greece. His achievements in the fight against the Russian invader, his wanderings as 
an emigrant, and his contribution to the building of the Greek state are quite well known, 
mainly thanks to his memoirs, stored in the Jagiellonian Library in Krakow, some of which 
were published in 1971 under the title Z Tajgi pod Akropol (From the Taiga to the Acropo- 
lis). Thanks to publications by Polish and Greek archaeologists, Mineyko’s achievements 
in the field of archaeology are also well known, in particular his participation in research at 
the famous sanctuary of Zeus in Dodona, located in Epirus.

Zygmunt Mineyko was also interested in numismatics, and this interest was far from 
superficial. He wrote a work devoted to what he called “the manifestations of numismatics”, 
which, unfortunately, was never published. The manuscript of this work, currently stored 
in Lviv, in the former collections of the Ossoliński National Institute, allows us to consider 
it a very modern and ahead-of-its-time study. Zygmunt Mineyko is also closely associated 
with the history of the numismatic collections of the National Museum in Krakow. In 1924 
and 1926, almost a hundred ancient coins donated by Stanisław Mineyko (1875–1924), Zyg-
munt’s son, were added in two tranches to the collection of the National Museum in Krakow. 
Although Stanisław was formally the donor, it was most likely his father who inspired the 
donation, as he had successfully implemented the idea of enriching Polish scientific insti-
tutions and museums with collections of ancient coins. Such donations were or were to be 
donated to the National Museum in Warsaw, Vilnius University, the Jagiellonian University 
in Krakow, and, as mentioned, the National Museum in Krakow. We would like to dedicate  
this volume to the memory of Zygmunt and Stanisław Mineyko. 

The Editors
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AGATA ALEKSANDRA KLUCZEK

Ktistes i inni. Bohaterowie mitów i legend w rzymskim mennictwie prowincjo- 
nalnym (235–276), Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Śląskiego, Katowice 2025, 
365 pages; ISBN 978-83-226-4479-9 (Hardcover), ISBN 978-83-226-4480-5 
(PDF); DOI: 10.31261/PN.4247

In a way, Agata Kluczek’s most recent work is a continuation of Primordia Ro- 
mana. Mityczna przeszłość Rzymu i pamięć o niej w rzymskich numizmatach zaklęta  
published in 2019. The author carries on with the ideas of the past preserved on 
coinage but this time focuses on provincial coins minted in cities scattered throughout 
the Roman Empire. The main theme is that of mythical and historical founders 
(ktistes, conditor, etc.) and the founding myths of ancient cities. Although there 
are many references to older periods, the historical framework has been limited to 
the last period of provincial coinage (235–276). The book was written in Polish 
with a three-page summary in English (“Ktistes and Others. The Heroes of Myths 
and Legends in Roman Provincial Coinage (235–276)” (pp. 363–365)). The author 
undertook a monumental task of collecting numismatic material from over 300 
mints and then analysing it.

The book consists of an introduction, three main chapters, a conclusion, 
a bibliography, a list of abbreviations, four indexes, a list of illustrations, tables and 
graphs, and the aforementioned English summary. In the first chapter (pp. 21–78),  
entitled “Założyciele w pamięci numizmatycznej: instrumenta” [Founders in nu- 
mismatic memory: instrumenta], the author first refers to the names ktistes and 
conditor in the inscriptions on provincial coins. The portraits of the legendary foun- 
ders Solymos, Temenos, and Parios in Termessos Maior, Temenothyrai, and Parium, 
respectively, are then presented. Next, cases of eponyms (heroes after whom places 
were named) are discussed. In the next chapter (pp. 79–134) (“Numizmatyczne 
ktiseis: mityczno-legendarna panorama” [Numismatic ktiseis: a mythical and 
legendary panorama]), the author presents the founding myths of various cities of 
the Roman Empire and their visualisation on provincial coins. The final chapter 
(pp. 135–250) (“Numizmatyczny rachunek III wieku” [Numismatic account of 
the 3rd century]) attempts to compile iconographic motifs from the last period  
of provincial coinage, with particular emphasis on references to founding motifs. 
There are references to Alexander the Great, but also to Roman emperors and allu- 

DOI: 10.52800/ajst.1.20.r4
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sions to the founding myths of Rome itself. In conclusion, the author notes the 
multitude of iconographic motifs on provincial coins from 235–276 and the liberal 
approach to myths, heroes and founders, who could coexist in the vision of the city’s 
past constructed in coinage (p. 258). The chapters are organized in a thoughtful and 
logical manner. 

The reviewed book is a thoroughly academic endeavor with footnotes, references 
to ancient sources (cited in the original language), and a critical apparatus rather than 
a series of iconographic themes related to founding myths. In the introduction, the 
author notes the dynamism in the creation of the history and mythology of the cities 
discussed (p. 8). Certain heroes/myths take the place of others in the narrative, or 
they may be used interchangeably or even juxtaposed on a single coin, as was the 
case with Mallus, where Amphilochus, the town’s mythological founder, crowned 
the emperor (the founder of the colony) (pp. 219–220). Such considerations offer 
an alternative to the static perception of ancient mythology, which remains the 
mainstream view of antiquity.

In terms of content, the work is of excellent quality and includes references to 
the current state of research. The author is not afraid to make bold, even controversial 
identifications, as in the case of interpreting the figure on the coin (RPC VIII ID 
6503) as Cadmus and placing him in the context of an allusion to glass production, 
which was recently unequivocally rejected by K. Butcher, as mentioned in the 
footnote (pp. 100–101). 

It seems that in such an extensive work, the author has managed not to omit any 
mythological or historical founder presented on coins from 235 to 276, although 
one might wonder whether coins bearing vexilla were not intended to indicate 
veterans of certain legions in the context of the founding myth. In a sense, this is 
acknowledged in a one-sentence comment on the legionary banners as an allusion 
to the military origins of the colony (p. 203).

The illustrations (101 figures) are clear and integrated into the text, which helps 
the reader compare the text with the illustrative material. The photographs include 
numismatic data, RPC references, and descriptions of the obverse and reverse. The 
book’s index of images at the end has a list of the photographs’ sources along with 
links to the RPC online, which is not very helpful for the book’s paper edition. 
Nevertheless, it remains unknown which numismatic collection the images are  
taken from. As the illustrations come from an online catalogue, some of them 
are unfortunately not of optimal resolution. The iconographic considerations are 
supplemented by 20 transparent charts.

The reviewed book is an excellent source of knowledge for both scholars 
and enthusiasts of antiquity. This is due to its approachable language and highly 
engaging, even immersive content. In order to broaden its audience, it should be 
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translated into English as soon as possible. The presented work features a mosaic 
of iconographic motifs from various cultures. Alongside Greek and Roman myths, 
there are Phoenician heroes (Dido, Cadmus) and even the biblical Noah and his 
ark. As A. Kluczek concludes, quoting S. Lebreton, the use of founding stories and 
myths reflected the anxieties and hopes of a given community in the dangerous 
times of the crisis of the 3rd century (p. 251).

ABBREVIATIONS
RPC = Roman Provincial Coinage, online: https://rpc.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/ (accessed on 21 April 
2026).
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