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Szanowni Państwo,

oddajemy w Państwa ręce tom XIX Notae Numismaticae – Zapisków Numizmatycz-
nych. Zgodnie z przyjętymi przez nas zasadami wszystkie teksty publikujemy w językach 
kongresowych, z angielskimi i polskimi abstraktami. Zawartość obecnego tomu oraz tomy 
archiwalne są zamieszczone w formie plików PDF na stronie internetowej Muzeum Naro-
dowego w Krakowie (https://mnk.pl/notae-numismaticae-zapiski-numizmatyczne-1). Na 
stronie dostępne są ponadto wszelkie informacje ogólne o czasopiśmie oraz instrukcje dla 
autorów i recenzentów. 

Bieżący Tom naszego czasopisma chcielibyśmy zadedykować Panu Mecenasowi  
Lechowi Kokocińskiemu, obchodzącemu w 2024 roku swoje 80-te urodziny. Lech Kokociński  
(ur. 1944), prawnik, sędzia i wieloletni pracownik Ministerstwa Kultury i Sztuki, z numi-
zmatyką związany jest w zasadzie od zawsze. Przede wszystkim należy do grona najwy-
bitniejszych kolekcjonerów numizmatów drugiej połowy XX i pierwszych dziesięcioleci 
XXI wieku. Jego zainteresowania kolekcjonerskie nie ograniczały się przy tym do wąskiego 
zakresu, lecz obejmowały szerokie spektrum obiektów: od monet antycznych począwszy, 
poprzez pieniądz papierowy, medale, aż po fałszerstwa monet i banknotów. Ważną część 
jego zbiorów stanowią starodruki i rękopisy numizmatyczne oraz inne obiekty o charakte-
rze bibliofilskim, szczególnie Lwowiana. Mecenas Kokociński przez całe życie aktywnie 
włączał się w animowanie ruchu numizmatycznego. Od 1962 roku był członkiem Polskie-
go Towarzystwa Archeologicznego, od 1984 roku przewodniczył Sekcji Numizmatycznej 
Polskiego Towarzystwa Archeologicznego i Numizmatycznego, a w 1987 roku został Pre-
zesem tej organizacji. W 1991 roku należał do założycieli Polskiego Towarzystwa Numi-
zmatycznego i był jego pierwszym Prezesem, a następnie Prezesem Honorowym. Bliskie 
związki mecenasa Kokocińskiego z Gabinetem Numizmatycznym Muzeum Narodowego 
w Krakowie sięgają XX wieku. Jest członkiem Towarzystwa Przyjaciół Muzeum im. Eme-
ryka Hutten-Czapskiego (od 1996 r.), a w latach 2011–2015 pełnił funkcję członka Rady 
Muzeum Narodowego w Krakowie. Wszedł też w skład Komitetu Honorowego projektu 
Europejskie Centrum Numizmatyki Polskiej, w ramach realizacji którego udało się otwo-
rzyć Muzeum im. Emeryka Hutten-Czapskiego w obecnym kształcie. Przede wszystkim 
jednak jest jednym z najważniejszych i najbardziej hojnych darczyńców na rzecz Muzeum. 
Wzbogacił zbiory Gabinetu Numizmatycznego o niemal 11 000 obiektów, w tym monety 
antyczne, bezprecedensową kolekcję pieniądza fałszywego, pieniądz papierowy i medale. 
Dodatkowo ofiarował do biblioteki Muzeum ponad 1000 pozycji różnych publikacji, sta-
rodruków i znakomite archiwalia związane z życiem i działalnością wybitnych numizma-
tyków czy towarzystw numizmatycznych, jak np. Związku Numizmatyków Lwowskich 
czy Towarzystwa Numizmatycznego w Krakowie. Z okazji Jubileuszu życzymy Lechowi  
Kokocińskiemu, naszemu Drogiemu Przyjacielowi, co najmniej 100 lat!

Redakcja 



Dear Readers,

We are delighted to present you with volume 19 of Notae Numismaticae – Zapiski  
Numizmatyczne. As is our policy, we publish all texts in the congress languages, with Eng-
lish and Polish abstracts. The contents of current volume and archive numbers are available 
as PDF files on the website of the National Museum in Krakow (https://mnk.pl/notae-nu-
mismaticae-zapiski-numizmatyczne-1). The website also provides all general information 
about the journal, along with guidelines for authors and reviewers. 

We would like to dedicate the current volume of our journal to Mr Lech Kokociński, 
who celebrated his 80th birthday in 2024. Lech Kokociński (born in 1944), lawyer, judge 
and long-time employee of the Ministry of Culture and Art, has been involved in numis-
matics for practically all his life. Above all, he is one of the most outstanding numismatic 
collectors of the second half of the 20th century and the first decades of the 21st century. His 
collecting interests were not limited to a narrow range, but covered a wide spectrum of ob-
jects, starting with the ancient coins, through paper money and medals, to counterfeits of 
coins and banknotes. An important part of his collection consists of antique prints and nu-
mismatic manuscripts as well as other bibliophile objects, especially Lvoviana. Through-
out his life, Kokociński has actively participated in promoting the numismatic movement. 
He was a member of the Polish Archaeological Society from 1962, chaired the Numisma- 
tic Section of the Polish Archaeological and Numismatic Society from 1984 and became its 
president in 1987. In 1991, he was one of the founders and first president of the Polish Nu-
mismatic Society, later becoming Honorary President. The close relationship between Mr 
Kokociński and the Numismatic Department of the National Museum in Krakow dates back 
to the 20th century. He is a member of the Emeryk Hutten-Czapski Museum Friends Society 
(since 1996), and in the years between 2011–2015 he was a member of the Council of the 
National Museum in Krakow. He also became a member of the Honorary European Center  
of Polish Numismatics project, which led to the opening of the Emeryk Hutten-Czapski Mu-
seum its present form. Above all, however, he is one of the most important and generous 
donors to the Museum. He enriched the collection of the Numismatic Cabinet with almost 
11,000 objects, including ancient coins, an unprecedented collection of counterfeit money, 
paper money and medals. In addition, he donated more than 1,000 items to the museum li-
brary, including various publications, antique books, and valuable archive material related 
to the life and work of prominent numismatists or numismatic societies, such as the Union 
of Lviv Numismatists and the Numismatic Society in Krakow. On the occasion of this mile-
stone birthday, we wish Lech Kokociński, our dear friend, at least 100 years!

The Editors



285

RECENZJE / REVIEWS

BORIS CHRUBASIK, JUDITH K. SCHUTZ, ANDREW MEADOWS  
and JAROSŁAW BODZEK (eds.)

Coinage in Imperial Space: Coins in the Economy of the Achaemenid and Early 
Hellenistic World, Phoenix 76 (2022), Journal of the Classical Association of 
Canada, Toronto, ON 2023, 310 pages; ISSN 0031-8299

From 28 June to 2 July 2017, the Emeryk Hutten-Czapski’s Museum hosted an 
international conference entitled “Coinage in Imperial Space: Continuity or Change 
from the Achaemenid to Hellenistic Kingdoms?”. The conference was organised by 
the Institute of Archaeology of the Jagiellonian University, the Faculty of Classics 
at the University of Oxford, and the National Museum in Krakow. The event was 
also accompanied by the exhibition “Coin and Empire: From the Achaemenid 
Empire to the Hellenistic Kingdoms” prepared by Jarosław Bodzek from National 
Museum in Krakow and Andrzej Romanowski from National Museum in Warsaw.1 
In addition to the very fruitful discussions, the conference resulted in this above 
book, published as the Phoenix special volume, Journal of the Classical Association 
of Canada. It contains 12 articles by some of the most outstanding contemporary 
specialists in ancient numismatics, dealing with coinage from Achaemenid times 
to the Hellenistic period in the context of ps.-Aristotle’s Oikonomika. Abstracts of 
the individual texts are provided at the end of the volume.

The preface by Andrew Meadows and Jarosław Bodzek (pp. 1–2) provides the 
most important information about the conference, its participants and organisers. 
Many people and institutions were involved in the realisation of this event – without 
their support, the conference could not have been organised in such a fruitful way. 
A shorten version of the general description of the conference in Polish is also 
included in the introduction.

The publication opens with the text by Andrew Meadows about “Coinage in 
Imperial Space: Ps.-Aristotle Oikonomika and the Place of Monetary Production” 
(pp. 3–31). It is worth noting that the author is the head of the CHANGE project 
on the coinage in Anatolia from its origins in the 7th century BC to the Roman 
period.2 The text outlines the problems, and therefore the beginnings of a dialogue 

1   BODZEK and ROMANOWSKI 2017.
2   https://change.web.ox.ac.uk/home

DOI: 10.52800/ajst.1.19.r1
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“(…) on the nature and role of coinage in imperial space across one of the great 
turning points in history: the conquest of the Achaemenid empire by Alexander 
the Great” (p. 3). The author points to articles by individual researchers included 
in this volume that address this issue from different perspectives. To date, no 
detailed reference has been made to an ancient work which, contrary to the original 
assumptions, is not by Aristotle, but contains a four principal types of economy: 
royal, satrapal, civic, and personal. The author cites key fragments from the source 
on good governance, together with his own translation. He also considers the time 
of the work’s composition and, consequently, the chronology addressed in the text.  
It is estimated that around 70% of the history deals with the period from the 
Achaemenid empire to its transformation into the empire of Alexander the Great. 
The author of the Oikonomika links the production of coins directly to royal authority. 
In addition to these, it also points to the role of exports, imports and expenditure. 
The text examines various examples of coin production in different regions. Some 
examples, e.g. Byzantium or Athens mint, are accompanied by possible calculations 
of the number of dies. In the following section, the author very generally analyses 
the transformations that took place after the Macedonian conquest, focusing on the 
structure of hoards and the weight standards. The text acts as a synthetic introduction 
to the issues discussed. In the conclusion, the author refers to the aspects raised in 
the subsequent texts included in the volume.

The next text is “Payment, Profit, or Prestige? The Political Economy of Achae- 
menid Coin Production” by Peter van Alfen (pp. 32–44). According to ps.-Aris- 
totle’s Oikonomika, decisions on coin production and their value, as mentioned 
earlier, were made by the Great King. With regard to antiquity, there is often a lack 
of clear sources and information that would directly indicate the reasons for coin 
production. Consequently, the issue remains largely a matter of speculation. The 
author uses the phrase “political economy” that “incorporates at its core a mode 
of rationality – maximizing utility – for decision-making in both the economic 
and political spheres” (p. 34). In doing so, he refers to the term first used in the 
18th century, as well as to the definition in relation to the broader meaning from 
the Handbook of Political Economy.3 In this context, the author makes some key 
assumptions about money. He points out possible reasons for the production of coins: 
“1) provide coins for markets, both domestic and international; 2) derive revenues 
from coin production; or 3) meet public debts, or expenditures, with the production 
of coins” (p. 35). The various reasons are supported by concrete examples. The 
author also refers to the positions of selected researchers, pointing out commercial, 
military and prestige motivations. After this introduction, he proceeds to analyse 

3   WEINGAST and WITTMAN 2006: 3.
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the reasons for coinage in the Achaemenid world, drawing on numerous examples 
and diverse scholarly interpretations. In conclusion, the author emphasises that the 
importance of coin production was not limited to economic aspects, but could also 
have a political dimension – as in the case of Persian darics. The fact that this issue 
is not in the Oikonomika does not mean that it should be definitively excluded. 
The author also proposes a revised framework for the political economy of coin 
production (p. 42).

François de Callataÿ is the author of the text “Pseudo-Civic not Civic: The 
Abundant Double Sigloi Struck by Pamphylian and Cilician Cities (ca 460–333 
B.C.E.)” (pp. 45–69). In the introduction, the author clarifies the scope of his 
research, which includes large-denomination silver coins struck by cities between 
Lycia and Syria under Persian rule: “(…) these coinages have the legends of civic 
issues, the flavour of civic issues, but are not civic issues. They were struck at 
a supra-civic level, mostly for the needs of the Persian army” (p. 46). The author 
divides his analysis into several parts. In the first, he refers to known studies of this 
type of coinage, die study and estimates of payments to soldiers. The second part 
focuses on weight standards and denominations. The coins under study were struck 
according to the Persian weight standard. The next section focuses on iconography, 
discussing examples of coins from the time of Tiribazos and Balakros, as well 
as from individual mints. The fourth part deals with the mint requisitions under 
which a Persian military commander, satrap or karanos could apply to have coins 
struck. An anecdote about Datames and his payment to the army is also cited. The 
issue of overstrikes and countermarks4 is also discussed separately. The individual 
countermarks are accompanied by distribution maps. The article also includes the 
list of hoards with Pamphylian and Cilician double sigloi. The last section of article 
focus on chronological implications of hoards, countermarks, and overstrikes. The 
author concludes: “In short, the monetary landscape was much more fractured than 
has hitherto been assumed. As is now clear, the big regional changes affecting hoards 
and countermarks constitute a powerful argument against the civic nature of these 
coinages (…)” (p. 63).

The following text deals with “Kings, Satraps, Local Dynasts, and Cities in Achae- 
menid Imperial Space: Pseudo-Aristotle’s Oikonomika and Numismatic Reality” 
by Jarosław Bodzek (pp. 70–121). The author begins the text with a reference to 
the Oikonomika, in the context of the four types of economics and the issue of coin 
production. He draws attention to the problems of Achaemenid coinage, including 
the attribution of specific mints and the establishment of the chronology of individual 
issues. He describes the monetary situation after the defeat of Croesus and the seizure 

4   Cf. DE CALLATAŸ 2000.
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of authority by the Persians – at the time of Darius, Xerxes and later rulers. After 
presenting the main issues, the author attempts to answer the question of whether 
the analysed coins can be considered royal or not. He refers to the four groups by 
Mildenberg and some additional ones. A further section of the article is devoted to 
satrapal coins, distinguished according to iconography and legends, which were 
mainly struck for local demand. At the end, reference was also made to dynastic 
and civic coinages. The author concludes that the monetary situation in the period 
under analysis was much more complex than this in the work of ps.-Aristotle. The 
article is enriched by extensive illustrative material, which significantly facilitates 
the understanding of the issues discussed.

Another text is “Of Darics, Staters, and Disks: Some Issues in Achaemenid 
Imperial Space” by Christopher Tuplin (pp. 122–145). The author considers the 
three cases of coins mentioned in the title of the article. He begins his consideration 
with a discussion of the nature of coinage in the Achaemenid imperial space. The 
names sigloi and darics and their meaning are analysed in light of the available 
sources. Athenian tetradrachms are discussed on the basis of historical texts from 
Egypt. The final topic concerns is the coins of Tiribazos with the image of Baal and 
a half-figure in or emerging from a winged disc, struck in Cilicia. The author analy- 
ses their iconography in detail and identifies the figures depicted. The article provides 
an interesting and valuable historical analysis of the issue raised.

Selene Psoma is the author of the text “The ΣYN Coinage: Agesilaus versus  
Lysander” (pp. 146–177). The article concerns the series of coins with the baby Heracles  
killing the snakes and letters ΣYN (translated as synmachomai) on the obverse and 
civic types on the reverse struck by Greek cities of Asia Minor. The coins are related 
with the Ionian War and payments by Chios to Sparta. The aim of the article is to 
verify the attribution and chronology of selected coins, and to reflect on coinage in 
the imperial space. The author discusses the different coin types, weight standards 
and coin finds. She also provides a history of the regions in which the coins in 
question were issued, including the context of the alliance at Cnidus and the years 
of 391–390 BC. She then focuses on an analysis of the chronology of the coins, 
based on a detailed interpretation of the historical sources. On the basis of the above 
aspects, the author proposes a probably dating of the issue to 395–394 BC. She 
concludes by referring to the next article, which deals with the expenditure, and 
emphasises that “(…) the world of the Greek cities and the Persian empire therefore 
had this in common: coinage was used as a financial instrument and in connection 
with military expenses or as tribute paid to the central authority” (p. 174).

Aneurin Ellis-Evans and Jonathan Kagan focused on “Bimetallism Coinage, and 
Empire in Persian Anatolia” (pp. 178–227). The authors reconstruct history of the  
silver/gold exchange rate in Asia Minor during Achaemenid period. The text begins 
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with an analysis of bimetallism. Croesus fixed a silver/gold exchange rate of 13.33:1. 
In the following section, the authors analyse how it has been transformed over sub- 
sequent periods in various regions. They identify three important ratios for 
understanding the functioning of a bimetallic currency system. These are: the sil- 
ver/gold exchange rate on the open market, the silver/gold exchange rate the 
state would prefer to use, and the ratio of gold to silver coins. Each point was 
supported by examples. The authors refer to the approaches of selected 20th century 
economists, juxtaposing them with the historical material analysed. In the case 
of arbitrage, they refer to three basic conditions, including knowledge of price  
disparities, the ability to make good on price disparities, and the possibility of 
exogenous shocks to the market for precious metals. In view of the topic addressed, 
individual weights standards, as well as expenditures are also analysed. Historical 
sources, including the works of Xenophon and ps.-Aristotle, are also discussed 
towards the end. The article is highly readable and well structured.

Frédérique Duyrat describes “Money in Southern Transeuphratene during the 
Fourth Century B.C.E.” (pp. 228–249). “This article aims to evaluate the degree of 
overlap between the silver mentioned in texts and the coins that have been locally 
issued or found” (p. 228). The author refers to ostraca from the area between the 
Shephelah and the northern Negev (e.g. Idumaea, Beersheba, Tel ‘Ira, Maresha, Tell 
Jemmeh), as well as to the papyri of the Wadi Daliyeh. These sources can reflect 
the economic realities of these regions, rural society and tax payments, in the 4th 

century BC. The author analyses transactions carried out using grain as a medium of  
exchange, and then already addresses issues closely related to the functioning of the 
coinage in the region. The papyri found mainly concern the sale of slaves valued in 
silver shekels or in minae. Based on her analysis, the author recognises important 
differences in region, and even in different parts of the same city, and also notes 
that actual economic practices do not correspond to the classification contained  
in Oikonomika.

The next text deals with “Indigenous Coinages in Palestine: Towards an Under- 
standing of the Persian-Hellenistic Transitional Monetary Phase” by Haim Gitler and 
Oren Tal (pp. 250–260). The article begins with a brief historical and archaeological 
overview, covering the period after Alexander the Great took control of Palestine. 
After that, the authors discuss the minting situation and coins in the various regions, 
including Philistia, Samaria, Edom, Dor and Yehud. The Philistian coins struck 
in Ashdod, Ashqelon and Gaza are the earliest Palestinian specimens, and their 
origins date back to Achaemenid times. Most of them are anepigraphic. For now we 
known about 400 types of Philistian coins. The motifs on the coins are inspired by 
various influences, including Southern Anatolian, Egyptian, and Athenian imagery. 
Another group of coins discussed are issues from Samaria. To date, about 350 coins 
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of this type are known. Quite general information is also presented with regard to 
coins from Edom, Dor and Yehud. The sites where they were found are also briefly 
mentioned. The article is a rather brief and general characterisation of this type of 
issue. It is a pity that the authors did not add more figures – only a reference to the 
Ashkelon hoard of 1989 and map of coin finds are included. The general aspects of 
production of coins in Palestine, their denominations, chronology and circulations 
were discussed separately in a summary.

Evangeline Markou develops “The Coinage of the Kings of Cyprus from 
Achaemenid to Hellenistic Rule: An Autonomous Royal Coinage?” (pp. 261–274). 
The author begins the text by quoting the historical sources in which the kings 
of Cyprus are mentioned, and discusses the degree of autonomy of the island in 
the archaic and classical periods. It is known that Cyprus was once divided into 
a number of kingdoms, which, changing their borders and rulers, survived until 
the Hellenistic period. The example of the kingdom of Tamassos was cited. As far 
as the Achaemenid rule is concerned, their presence on the island is practically 
unnoticeable – it is only confirmed by a few archaeological artefacts. As far as 
coin finds are concerned, only two hoards containing a total of 10 darics have been 
recorded so far. The most important obligation of the Cypriots towards the empire 
was the payment of tribute, although its exact amount remains unknown. The 
general characteristics of the coins struck in Cyprus during the period analysed are 
presented, which varied according to the specific kingdom. The production of gold 
coins was mainly determined by military conflicts. The presence of coins minted 
from different ores was shown on the basis of coin finds. The author emphasises 
that new discoveries continue to provide additional information regarding coins 
struck in Cyprus and their circulation. Cyprus seems to have maintained relative 
independence within the empire during the period of interest, which is also reflected 
in the names of Cypriot kings on the coins that they issued.

Marek Jan Olbrycht is the author of the text “The India-related Tetradrachms 
of Alexander the Great” (pp. 275–287). The main theme are coins, probably struck 
in Babylon, with elephants, referring to Alexander the Great’s victory in India and 
the defeat of ruler Poros. The author offers a new interpretation of this iconography, 
discussing in detail the various elements present on the coins. He draws attention 
to the decisive role of the Iranians in the battle of the Hydaspes, often ignored by 
scholars. The figure of the archer, visible on the coin in question, could refer to 
them. The closest analogy for this image is the Greco-Persian scaraboid from Asia. 
The author also points to other possible iconographic links with the Achaemenids.

The final text of Karsten Dahmen concerns “Money and Legitimacy after 
Alexander” (pp. 288–305). The author begins his discussion with an analysis of the 
images and legends placed on the coins of Alexander the Great, and then refers to 
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the historical context and the coinage of the Diadochi. The use of the royal title in 
various sources is also the subject of analysis, as well as the appearance of portraits 
of individual rulers and their iconographic types on coins.5 In the context of the 
links between coinage and the work attributed to ps.-Aristotle, the author concludes 
that there is “(…) a conflict between a theoretical treatise and a divergent coined 
reality” (p. 296).

The publication is an extremely valuable and interesting position, offering an 
overview of the most important and recent research on the economy and coinage 
of the Achaemenid period, as well as Alexander the Great and his successors. It is 
a work of a synthetic nature that can serve as an excellent starting point for more 
in-depth analyses of the subject. The authors clearly emphasise the importance of 
the parallel use of historical and archaeological sources, which complement each 
other and allow for a fuller understanding of the economics of the period under study.
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