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RICHARD ANTHONY ABDY and PETER FRANZ MITTAG
The Roman Imperial Coinage, Volume 11, Part 3: From AD 117-138, Hadrian,
Spink, London 2019, 332 pages, 218 plates, indices; ISBN 978-1-912667-18-5

The reviewed volume of The Roman Imperial Coinage (hereinafter: RIC) is
a standard reference catalogue of the Roman imperial coinage of Hadrian, but one
which has been completely revised and expanded. The editors of this latest volume
of RIC are Richard Abdy (a curator in the Department of Coins and Medals at the
British Museum in London) and Peter Franz Mittag (section on medallions; professor
of the Alte Geschichte at the University of Cologne). This volume is the third of the
fully revised versions of the old edition of R/C. In 1994, the Book Department of
Spink UK completed the process of publishing the first series of RIC, after the first
volume appeared almost a century ago.! Since 1984, work has been underway to
revise the entire series, taking into account the latest research on the coinage of the
Roman Empire. In 1984, on the initiative of C.H.V. Sutherland, a new version of the
first volume was released.? A revised edition of the second volume (vol. II.1), which
was first published in 1926, appeared in 2007 (on the initiative of I.A. Carradice
and T.V. Buttrey), but only the part concerning the Flavian coinage.’ Trajan’s
coinage has not yet been reinvestigated in the R/C series — a new catalogue on this
emperor’s coins was published in 2010 in two volumes of the series Moneta Imperii
Romani.* The 2019 edition discussed here presents Hadrian’s coinage (vol. 11.3)
and is a continuation of the 2007 volume with the catalogue of Flavian coinage.

At first glance, this revised edition differs from its predecessor from 1926 in
terms of its larger size as well as the greater amount of numismatic material. Also, the
number of illustrations significantly exceeds that of the old R/C. 127 coin illustrations
from the previous edition have been replaced by over three and a half thousand coins
in the current edition of the catalogue. The increase in the amount of numismatic
material stems mainly from the research, which is constantly growing — just like
the material itself — or its greater availability (coin collections, the Internet). The
authors of the volume used the results of these studies, not only the newest ones, but

! RIC I, MATTINGLY and SYDENHAM (ed.) 1926.
2 RIC I?, SUTHERLAND (ed.) 1984.

* Cf. BALBUZA 2011.

* WOYTEK 2010.
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also the older ones. The investigations of the German numismatist from the interwar
period, Paul Strack, became especially valuable for the R/C I1.3 publishers. In their
opinion “Strack not only provided a ready-made platform on which to build R/C11.3,
but was also useful in eliminating as many as possible of the ‘phantoms’of old R/C”
(p. vi). The decision to prepare a new catalogue not only resulted from the need to
improve the old edition but was also the outcome of the fact that most frequently
the current scientific research that uses numismatic material is based to the greatest
extent on RIC catalogues. Less often, the excellent work of Paul Strack from 1933
is referred to or the relevant volume from the British Museum Coins series.’

The catalogue of coins is preceded by “Notes on the use of the volume”
instructing readers on how to use the directory (pp. xxiii—xxv). This is followed
by a “General introduction” (pp. 1-8), representing the current state of research
on Hadrian’s coinage, the monetary system, weight standards, mints, other coins
(barbarous coins, plated coins, hybrids, mules and tooled coins), die studies, hoards,
circulation, and types among others. The next part of the volume addresses the
“Chronology” (pp. 9-35) of coinage in reference to the stages of Hadrian’s reign.
Then the coin “Types” follow (pp. 36—59), where studies of such matters as golden
age symbolism or provincial themes are especially valuable. The introduction to
the RIC 1.3 volume contains also a part devoted to medallions and medallic coins
(by P.F. Mittag), where the definition and types of Hadrianic medallions can be
found (pp. 60—66). At the very end of this introductory part of the I11.3 volume
(pp. 68-74), we find also a valuable appendix with “Compositional; analysis of
silver and aes coins of Hadrian minted at Rome and in the provinces” by Q. Wang
from the Department of Scientific Research in the British Museum.

The catalogue (pp. 75-293) is structured in a clear and logical way. The
arrangement of the coins is organized by mint, and then by chronology (according
to the order of the members of the imperial family visible on the obverses, starting
with Hadrian). The numbering of the groups into which individual issues are included
is separate for the gold/silver and bronze mintage. Groups presenting specific sets of
coins are referenced to the corresponding numbers of 218 plates, which are placed
at the back of the volume. Arrangement of the coins in the plates also involves the
separate presentation of silver/gold and bronze coinage.

Issue groups have headings which contain important information concerning
issues such as date, title, keys to obverse legends, bust types and reverse legends,
die-axes, and notes on die links. The structure of the catalogue tables is standard,
typical for the previous edition of RIC (vol. 11.1), with the gaps of one or a few
unused catalogue numbers between sections (groups of coins), which were left by

5 STRACK 1933; BMCRE III, MATTINGLY (ed.) 1936.
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the publisher with a view to future editions and the expansion of the numismatic
material.

The catalogue, like its 1926 predecessor, contains indices for legends and
types (pp. 295-315). Within the indices there is also an important and necessary
concordance (R/C 11 first edition to second; pp. 317—332). This solution is modelled
on the revised edition of R/C II.1 with Flavian coins.

An indispensable and integral part of the catalogue is that of the plates, which
present the catalogued coins and at the same time close the entire work. However,
unlike the few plates of the predecessor of the II volume of RIC from 1926 — in
the first edition — here, a comprehensive presentation of numismatic material is
taken care of. This was possible thanks to modern information technology and the
ability to reach coins in the best possible condition, from excellent collections. The
publishers of the RIC of 1926 did not have such opportunities. In her review of this
1926 volume, Jocelyn Toynbee rightly pointed to the importance of the photos of
the numismatic material, complaining that “the plates are the least satisfactory part
of the book™.¢ The photos are in black and white.

The long-awaited catalogue of Hadrian’s coins from 2019 is the latest study
of this emperor’s coinage and the next revised edition of the R/IC. The edition
is beautiful, and good paper was used, which resulted in clear photos. The large
format, reminiscent of other catalogues published today, such as Roman Provincial
Coinage, Moneta Imperii Romani, differs from the traditional R/C size and the
adopted graphic design. However, it is worth noting that the green linen cover has
been preserved. It is worth noticing, too, that the numismatic material presented
here, including regular issues and medallions (the latter are not separated), does
not, however, include all issues from the times of Hadrian. For example, the
provincial cistophoric coinage was abandoned, which stemmed from the publication
in 2015 of the volume Roman Provincial Coinage, containing coinage of Nerva,
Trajan and Hadrian.” Also not included in the current version of the directory are
anonymous quadrantes produced from Domitian to Antoninus Pius, which were
originally comprised in the third volume of the R/C (in the first edition). They will be
encompassed in the forthcoming volume of the series of revised editions (vol. III.1)
showing Antonine coinage. The novelty of the current edition (compared to the old
catalogue of Francesco Gnecchi),® and undoubtedly a good decision, was to add
arevised list of medallions to the catalogue, which the previous RI/C series did not
include. The editors of the revised directory have announced that the next planned

¢ TOYNBEE 1927: 289.
7 RPC III, BURNETT and AMANDRY (eds.) 2015.
8 GNECCHI 1912.
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volumes will also take into account this type of numismatic product. The author
of the part reproducing the catalogue of medallions in the current edition is Peter
Franz Mittag, who in 2010 (rev. edition in 2012) published a separate catalogue of
medallions dating back to the period from Caesar to Hadrian.’ The editors advised
in a preface to the second edition that they did not aspire to complete die studies
of catalogued types of coins (“a full corpus of known specimens”, p. vi), which
can now be found in the case of many numismatic publications. This would be
difficult with a series like RIC, i.e. the standard catalogue. The die studies have
been limited here to specimens such as medallions, which, due to their specificity,
were not produced on a mass scale.

It is difficult to assess the decision to introduce unused catalogue numbers
between groups of coins. These gaps were dictated by practical considerations with
a view to expanding the catalogue in the future. However, they introduce a peculiar
disorder. A valuable addition to the catalogue is the XRF analyses, which are included
in the descriptive part.

The concordance included in index 4 is a much-needed part of the catalogue,
which is a revised version of the earlier directory. There are minor inaccuracies here
(for example: [p. 317] RIC 11 26 refers to RIC 11.3 no. 2451, not listed here 2447;
[p.317] RIC 1 38 refers to RIC11.3 no. 130 and not to 167; [p. 322] RIC 11 395a was
incorrectly assigned to R/C 11.3 no. 2552 and not to 2550; RIC 11 395b is RIC 11.3
no. 2551, and not no. 2553).

It is a pity that the plates at the end of the book are not in colour, but this
would certainly increase the cost of printing the catalogue. One solution would be
to attach a CD or other electronic medium to the volume containing all plates with
full resolution pictures of the coins. It should be noted that a mistake has crept into
the plates. Plate 128 was published twice under the numbers 128 and 129. The
publisher noticed the error and posted a PDF on the Internet with the correct plate,
which can be downloaded from the site: https://spinkurls.s3.amazonaws.com/books/
Hadrian Rome AES Plate 129 NEW.pdf.

The new RIC catalogue from 2019 is a much awaited edition that continues the
revised versions of two earlier R/C volumes with the coinage of the members of
the Julio-Claudian and Flavian dynasties. It is an extremely successful and important
work that will become the basis for numismatic research on Hadrian’s coinage for
many years to come.

° MITTAG 2010. See BALBUZA 2015.
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ABBREVIATIONS

BMCRE III=H. MATTINGLY (ed.), Coins of the Roman Empire in the British Museum, vol. I11:
Nerva to Hadrian, London 1936.

RIC I =H. MATTINGLY and E.A. SYDENHAM (ed.), The Roman Imperial Coinage, vol. I:
Augustus to Vitellius, London 1926.

RIC I> = C.H.V. SUTHERLAND (ed.), The Roman Imperial Coinage, vol. I (revised edition):
From 31 BC to AD 69, London 1984.

RPCII=A.BURNETT and M. AMANDRY (eds.), Roman Provincial Coinage, vol. IlI: Nerva,
Trajan and Hadrian (AD 96—-138), London 2015.
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