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New Finds of Roman Coins from the Przeworsk 
Culture Settlements in the Nidzica and Szreniawa 
River Basins

ABSTRACT: The article presents new discoveries of Roman coins made during 
regular surface surveys on Przeworsk culture settlements located in the northern part 
of the loess highlands of the Western Lesser Poland region. A total of ten Roman 
coins were found in five sites, most of them issued during the Antonine dynasty. 
In almost all cases, they were accompanied by artefacts illustrating the variety of 
settlement contexts related to monetary finds. The majority of such finds constitute 
accurate date stamps showing the chronology of the settlement development, which 
may be an additional argument in the discussion on the influx of Roman coins into 
the Central European Barbaricum.

KEY WORDS: Roman coins, Przeworsk culture, surface survey, settlement 
archaeology, chronology

ABSTRAKT: Nowe znaleziska monet rzymskich na osadach kultury przewor-
skiej w dorzeczu Nidzicy i Szreniawy

Artykuł prezentuje nowe znaleziska monet rzymskich dokonane podczas badań 
powierzchniowych na osadach kultury przeworskiej położonych w północnej części 
wyżyny lessowej w zachodniej Małopolsce. Na pięciu stanowiskach znaleziono 
dziesięć monet rzymskich, w większości bitych w czasach dynastii Antoninów. 

DOI: 10.52800/ajst.1.16.a7
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Prawie we wszystkich przypadkach monetom towarzyszyły artefakty bardzo dobrze 
ilustrujące różnorodne konteksty osadnictwa. Większość tych znalezisk stanowi 
dokładne datowniki pokazujące chronologię rozwoju osadnictwa, co może stanowić 
dodatkowy argument w dyskusji na temat napływu monet rzymskich do środkowo-
europejskiego Barbaricum. 

SŁOWA KLUCZOWE: monety rzymskie, kultura przeworska, badania po-
wierzchniowe, archeologia osadnictwa, chronologia

The finds of Roman coins analyzed in the presented study come from five 
settlements in Lesser Poland, surface-surveyed in 2010–2011. All sites are situated in 
the northern part of the region, between the Nida in the northeast and the Szreniawa 
in the southwest, parallel to the Vistula line (Map 1). The extreme settlements – in 
Sudół and Muniakowice – are situated approx. 30 km from each other in a straight 
line. Taking into account their position, one can conclude that they are located in 
the clearly visible Przeworsk culture settlement area, located on the fertile Western 
Lesser Poland loess highlands. During the Roman Period and particularly in its 
decline, the region was very heavily inhabited, which is confirmed by the systematic 
surface surveys carried out from the beginning of the 1980s as part of the nationwide 
Polish Archaeological Record (AZP) program.1 The finds presented below include 
a total of 10 Roman coins. The share of Roman coins found in Przeworsk culture 
settlements in the total number of finds is about 10%.2 Finds from Lesser Poland 
dominate here (181 artefacts)3 due to the abundant and thoroughly studied material 
from several settlements, mainly from nearby Jakuszowice, Kazimierza district4, as 
well as Pełczyska5 and Nieprowice, Pińczów district.6

1  DOBRZAŃSKA 1997: 331–382.
2  CIOŁEK 2009: 156. This number is certainly higher today. The author states it is 160 coins, also cited by 

ROMANOWSKI 2012b: 71.
3  The basis for these calculations is the inventory of A. Kunisz (1985), the article by A. Dymowski (2011) 

and the finds from Jakuszowice, Kazimierza district; Pełczyska, Pińczów district (a dozen unpublished coins from 
this site was not included); Nieprowice, Pińczów district; Zagórzyce, Kazimierza district; Aleksandrowice, Krakow 
district and 10 coins included in this study. The analyzes did not take into account the finds from the Lublin region, 
due to the slightly different cultural situation of these lands in the Roman Influence Period. Finds from settlements 
account for about 2.1% of all Roman coin finds from Lesser Poland (except for the Lublin region). Therefore, it 
should be assumed that the indicator for the entire Przeworsk culture will be different than the one provided by 
R. Ciołek (2012). This may be due to the fact that the author does not take the latest discoveries into account, 
which mainly include stray artefacts and hoards, which changes the proportions between the categories of finds.

4  BURSCHE 1997; RUDNICKI 2014.
5  IDEM 2007.
6  DULĘBA and ROMANOWSKI 2018.
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SUDÓŁ, PIŃCZÓW DISTRICT
The first settlement is located in Sudół, Działoszyce commune, Pińczów district. 

The surface survey led to the conclusion that sites 10 and 11 (AZP 96-61/75-76) 
are actually part of one, quite extensive settlement, located in a small valley formed 
by a tributary of the Stradówka River. Apart from six Roman coins, which will 
be discussed below, only Przeworsk culture pottery has been found here, namely 
140 vessel fragments.

Six Roman denarii were found here, including one subaerat. All the coins are 
typical for the Central European Barbaricum (except for the territories settled by 
the Baltic peoples).7 Their chronology ranges from the reign of Titus – a denarius 
from AD 79 – to the times of Marcus Aurelius, represented by a denarius minted for 
Faustina the Younger in AD 161–175. A small, chronologically compact representation 
of coins fits into a wider time horizon of finds known from other Lesser Poland 
settlements. Coins issued between the reigns of Trajan and Antoninus Pius (the so-
called Antonine coins) are the most numerous (83.3%), which is consistent with the 
above-mentioned data.8 The only subaerate, dated from Hadrian’s reign, accounts 
for 16.6% of all monetary finds and is comparable to the coins of this type from 
Pełczyska. It also does not differ significantly from the other discussed settlements 
in Lesser Poland.9 Most of the coins from this site show signs of considerable wear, 
which indicates that they remained in circulation for quite a long time – up to two 
centuries, considering the period of the settlement development. However, their 
varied condition indicates that they were put to different uses. No special features 
were observed that could indicate a specific function of the coins and, since they 
constitute stray finds, no interpretation may be attempted. They were found in two 
small clusters in the NW and SE parts of the studied area, but without any detectable 
relationship with the location of their deposition.

Only a few vessel fragments (Pl. 1, Figs.1–7) found in Sudół can be associated 
with the Early Pre-Roman and the Early Roman Periods, which may indicate 
a relatively small number of inhabitants or ​​temporary settlement by the representatives 
of Przeworsk culture. In contrast, the site was heavily populated in the Late Roman 
Period and in the Migration Period, as evidenced by chronologically matching 
124  fragments of wheel-made vessels. 17 fragments of Krausengefäss type storage 
vessels (Pl. 1, Figs. 15–16) constitute a distinctive category of pottery found in 
Sudół. In addition to the aforementioned types, wheel-made pottery is represented by 
various types of bowls and vases with slightly thickened rims turned outwards, made 

7  BURSCHE 2004: 195–196.
8  DULĘBA and ROMANOWSKI 2018: 73–74, Fig. 9.
9  Ibidem: 77–78.
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both in the so-called “smooth” (Pl. 2, Figs. 2–8) and “rough” technology (Pl. 2, Figs. 
13–20). A bowl with a clearly separated, cylindrical neck, preserved in a condition 
enabling the reconstruction of the rim diameter (Pl. 2, Fig. 8) finds good analogies 
in the material from both settlements and cemeteries of the Przeworsk culture.10 
Vessels with a footring (Pl. 2, Fig. 11), including a faceted one (Pl. 2, Fig. 12) were 
also found in Sudół. A fragment with a flanged rim constitutes a characteristic 
element of the wheel-made pottery (Pl. 2, Fig. 9).

Similar forms are often found in Przeworsk culture sites. They appear already 
in complexes dating back to stage C1b, but their greatest popularity is recorded in 
stages C2-D.11 The fragment of the pitcher rim is definitely the most interesting 
pottery artefact found in Sudół (Pl. 2, Fig. 1). It is most likely derived from forms 
distinguished by a slender, cylindrical neck, a bulbous body with a band-shaped 
handle. Pitchers are relatively rare in the Przeworsk culture, known almost exclusively 
from settlements and cemeteries in Lesser Poland and Upper Silesia.12 The closest 
analogies to the specimen from Sudół come from a nearby site in Jakuszowice.13 
The analyzed pitchers were considered to be derived from pottery produced in the 
Danubian provinces, especially from the so-called Murga type pottery found in 
the Carpathian Basin and Pannonia, mainly in the 5th century AD.14 The collection 
in question also includes a characteristic fragment of a vessel with vertical walls, 
decorated with plastic strips (Pl. 1, Fig. 8). Such shape is specific for usually small 
cups, known from artefact sets dating back to the early stage of the Migration 
Period.15

The archaeological material obtained from site 10-11 in Sudół clearly suggests 
linking the excavated Roman coins with the Late Roman Period and the Migration 
Period, as the vast majority of the vessels described above presents such chronology.

	
MIŁAWCZYCE, KAZIMIERZA DISTRICT
Site 8 (AZP 96-61/116) in Miławczyce, Czarnocin commune, Kazimierza 

district is located 800 m south of site 10-11 in Sudół. It is vast and multicultural, 
with rich settlement traces dated to the Przeworsk culture. A single Roman denarius 
was found during the survey in Miławczyce.

10  KORDECKI and OKOŃSKI 1999: Figs. 4a–d, 11b, 19b; RODZIŃSKA-NOWAK 2006: 88–89, Pls. VII: 
1, VIII: 7, IX: 6, XII: 2, XIII: 5, XIV: 5–6, XV: 8, XIX: 2, 9, XXX: 5, LXI: 2.

11  DOBRZAŃSKA 1980: 98–100; RODZIŃSKA-NOWAK 2006: 103.
12  Ibidem: 109–11; GRYGIEL, PIKULSKI and TROJAN 2010: 93, Fig. 13; KORDECKI and OKOŃSKI 

1999: Figs. 3a, 10j.
13  RODZIŃSKA-NOWAK 2006: Pls. XXXVIII: 7, XLIV: 1.
14  Ibidem: 109.
15  DOBRZAŃSKA 2008: 119–120.
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The Commodus denarius from AD 183 was minted in Rome and constitutes 
another standard find related to the largest influx of Roman denarii in the early 
3rd century AD.16 Its good condition indicates a short circulation time. The site 
also includes other artefacts dated to the Roman Period, including a bronze fibula 
with a high catch plate associated with the VII Almgren group, dated to stage C1b 
(AD 210/230–260).17 It is so far the latest so precisely dated item found in the 
settlement. Therefore, considering the current state of research it could be assumed 
that together with a few fragments of wheel-made vessels from the Late Roman 
Period it marks the final stage of the settlement in Miławczyce. Such a conclusion 
would be important in the context of the denarius found, as taking into account the 
time of its usage on the Polish lands, that would enable confirming short time of its 
circulation within the settlement.

The settlement functioning in the Przeworsk culture period is specified by metal 
artefacts. In Miławczyce, such a find was a bow of an iron fibula decorated with 
a bronze comb (Pl. 3, Fig. 1), probably representing 2nd series of group IV according 
to O. Almgren. Unfortunately, its poor condition does not allow for establishing 
a precise typology, but it seems to be related to highly profiled fibulae, characteristic 
of the Early Roman Period.

Another fibula is much better preserved. It is a bronze brooch with a high sheath, 
a massive, arched bow with a triangular cross-section and a knob (Pl. 3, Fig. 2). 
The artefact does not have an exact equivalent in the Almgren typology, but it can 
be related to group VII, characteristic to items with a high sheath. Similar fibulae, 
known from Upper Silesia, were analyzed by K. Godłowski, who indicated that 
similarly to other artefacts from this group, they occur mainly in stages B2/C1, 
C1a and C1b.18 The fibula from Miławczyce is additionally decorated with a knob, 
characteristic of a later stage, namely C1b. This is also how similar fibulae from 
the cemetery in Drochlin, Włoszczowa district were dated.19

Only a single fragment of the next fibula was preserved. It is a flat, band-shaped 
bow with a two-part construction, provided with a metope at the foot (Pl. 3, Fig. 3). 
Its features allow to relate it to the 1st series of Almgren’s group VI. Cross-shaped 
fibulae with a two-part structure are typical of the Wielbark, Cherniakhiv as well 
as Elbe Germanic cultures, and they appear only sporadically in the Przeworsk 
culture.20 Fibulae of this type were probably used mainly in the early stages of the 
Late Roman Period.

16  I. a. BURSCHE 2004: 195–205; more on the topic in DYMOWSKI 2013.
17  See below in this article.
18  GODŁOWSKI 1977: 23–24, Pl. XXIV: 2, 5–6.
19  KACZANOWSKI 1987: 60, Pl. XXIV: 4–6.
20  GODŁOWSKI 1981: 27.
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A two-conical spindle fragment (Pl. 3, Fig. 4), a circular bronze link, possibly 
a belt element (Pl. 3, Fig. 5), and a silver lump (Pl. 3, Fig. 6), probably used in 
jewelry production, can also be connected to the Przeworsk culture settlement.

64 pottery fragments associated with the Przeworsk culture settlement were also 
excavated in site 8 in Miławczyce, and this only includes 7 fragments of wheel-made 
vessels, dated probably to the Late Roman Period. A set of vessels typical of the 
Pre-Roman Period (Pl. 3, Figs. 7–15) was also found here, including a cup with an 
X-shaped handle (Pl. 3, Fig. 11), which usually occurs in stage A2, less frequently 
at the beginning of stage A3.21 Fragments of blackened vessels with thickened rims 
are also dated to this period (Pl. 3, Figs. 8–10). Fragments of two pitchers with 
vertical rims are characteristic for the turn of the Late Pre-Roman Period and the 
Early Roman Period (Pl. 3, Fig. 7; Pl. 4, Fig. 15). Similar vessels are known from 
the Przeworsk culture22 and from the Tyniec group settlements located near the 
present-day city of Krakow.23 A cup fragment has a similar chronology, probably 
coming from a vessel with a semicircular profile, with a rim as thick as its walls 
(Pl. 4, Fig. 24). The vast majority of the analyzed vessel fragments are typical of 
the Early Roman Period, especially the hand-made pots with an s-shaped profile, 
sometimes decorated with finger imprints (Pl. 4, Fig. 6). A cup fragment distinguished 
by a massive and horizontally elongated handle (Pl. 4, Fig. 13) is a popular vessel, 
often found in sedimentary materials and occurring mainly in stage B2.24 A fragment 
of a characteristic bowl on a hollow stem has the same dating (Pl. 4, Fig. 12).25

	
KOŚCIEJÓW, MIECHÓW DISTRICT
Site 23 (AZP 97-59/104) in Kościejów, Racławice commune, Miechów 

district, is unique among the ones analyzed in this paper, as the only small trace of 
human activity recorded here is dated to the Roman Period. It is a large (approx. 
5 ha) multicultural settlement with at least several phases of usage, including the 
Eneolithic, Bronze and Early Iron Ages, La Tène period and throughout almost 
the entire Middle Ages. Of 198 pottery fragments, not one could be unquestionably 
associated with the Przeworsk culture settlement. This is unusual, as both during 
the AZP survey and verification studies in 2010 and 2011 the neighboring sites in 
and around the area of the Kościejów Valley presented rich traces of Przeworsk 
culture settlement dated from stage A2 of the Late Pre-Roman Period to the Early 
Migration Period.

21  DĄBROWSKA 1988: Pl. III: 40; CZARNECKA 2001: Figs. 6a, g.
22  GRYGIEL, PIKULSKI and TROJAN 2009: Fig. 13:3; SZPUNAR and DULĘBA 2009: Fig. 7a.
23  POLESKA 2006: Pls. 6: 10; 135: 1, 254: 2; 278: 1; 352: 14.
24  LIANA 1970: Pl. V: 2; GODŁOWSKI 1981: 62, Pl. IV: 3–4.
25  GODŁOWSKI 1981: 65, Pl. IV: 15.
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A Hadrian denarius from AD 134–138 was found here as a stray artefact. The 
coin is preserved in two thirds and is missing a significant part of the right side of 
its obverse, not due to intentional splitting. It may have deteriorated as a result 
of exposure to high temperatures, as indicated by the dark graphite patina on the 
coin. This may mean that the coin was deposited in a hearth, furnace, or burnt in 
a fire of the structure it was located in.26 A closer look suggests yet another possible 
explanation for its damage. At the edge of the coin’s fracture, one can observe two 
quite regular semicircular depressions, one directly above the other. This suggests 
the remains of two openings. An unsuccessful attempt to create them or a crack in 
such a weakened part of the coin could be a likely cause of its damage. Although 
this is not a typical position for making openings to create a coin necklace,27 such 
cases are known from the territory of Poland.28

Apart from a single find of a Roman coin, the only artefact associated with the 
settlement usage by the people of Przeworsk culture is a fragmentally preserved 
bronze fibula type a 68 (Pl. 5, Fig. 1), found approx. 100 m north-east of the 
denarius. Both were located within the site boundaries determined by the distribution 
of pottery from all the aforementioned chronological stages. A 68 fibulae are 
widespread in the European Barbaricum, being the most popular during stage B1b.29 
Thanks to numerous such finds in the Danubian provinces, where they appeared in 
well-dated contexts, the period of their mass use was established to AD 40–70.30 
Chronology of both artefacts is scattered and may indicate the minimum functioning 
time of the Przeworsk settlement from stage B1b to possibly C1b, if we take into 
account the possible influx of the denarius at the beginning of the 3rd century AD.31

At present, it is difficult to precisely define the nature of the find from Kościejów. 
It seems to be a trace of the temporary presence of the Przeworsk culture rather than 
a permanent one. The nearest settlement (site 19 AZP 97-59/100 in Kościejów), 
dated on the basis of a large series of pottery vessels to the Pre-Roman and Early 
Roman Period, was located approximately 1.2 km east of site 23.

26  There are numerous examples of Roman coins being exposed to high temperatures, e.g. the denarii from 
Nieprowice or the settlement in Kalisz-Piwonice (ROMANOWSKI 2010: 30; IDEM 2012a: 85–87; DULĘBA 
and ROMANOWSKI 2018: 80).

27  I.e. top of the coin, above the portrait.
28  E.g. Antoninus Pius denarius dated AD 148–149 from Orzyce, Szelków commune (ROMANOWSKI 2008: 

93, no. 147); republican denarius of C. Vibius Pansa dated 90 BC from Kicko, Kruszwica commune (DYMOWSKI 
2016: 176, no. 59.3).

29  LIANA 1970: 441.
30  KOSSACK 1962: 128–131.
31  However, it is not entirely certain in the light of the latest findings regarding the possible influx of Roman 

coins in the 40s of the 2nd century AD (ROMANOWSKI 2014: 36).
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PRZEMĘCZANY, PROSZOWICE DISTRICT
Another Roman coin was excavated at site 2 (AZP 98-59/81)32 in Przemęczany, 

Radziemice commune, Proszowice district, in the area of ​​the modern manor house 
and its immediate surroundings. Interesting discoveries were made here already at the 
beginning of the 20th century, which was published by the pioneer of archaeological 
research in the area – Marian Wawrzeniecki. In 1905, during works related to 
leveling the area east of the manor house, ceramic vessels were found between the 
road that still exists today and the Ścieklec River.33 One of them is a completely 
preserved wheel-made vase,34 used by the representatives of the Przeworsk culture 
in the Late Roman Period. In 1910, a unique inhumation burial was excavated 
during the construction of a fence surrounding the manor. Based on the equipment 
and funeral rite, it was dated to the Migration Period.35 These extremely interesting 
finds sparked a survey excavation in 1960, which resulted in uncovering the remains 
of a settlement dating back to the Late Pre-Roman period.36

The surface survey in 2011 resulted in finding only 10 pottery fragments dated to 
the Early and Late Roman Period, a fragment of an iron knife and one Roman coin. 
All the items were obtained from an arable field located north of the manor house, 
near the cliff above the road. Such meagre results may be due to the poor accessibility 
of site 2 in Przemęczany. It is worth paying attention to the unusual location of 
burials within the settlement area, which is an unquestionable phenomenon for the 
Przeworsk culture settlements. It may possibly be explained by the chronological 
difference between the burial material and the settlement items discovered during 
1960 excavation. However, the findings from the mentioned surface survey seem to 
contradict it, as both the wheel-made vessel fragments and the Roman coin, minted 
approx. mid-3rd century AD, confirm the existence of settlement in the immediate 
vicinity of the graves.

The coin fragment from Przemęczany is a provincial bronze of Trajan Decius 
of AD 249–251, minted in Dacia. Such finds are known from a few sites on the 
territory of Poland,37 but none of them represent the issuance of the aforementioned 
emperor. Therefore, it is probably the first such coin to be discovered in Poland. 

32  The AZP documentation contains an erroneous location of K. Godłowski’s excavations from 1960, therefore 
site 1 (AZP 98-59/80) was defined as the settlement on the other side of the Ścieklec River, and site 2 (AZP 98- 
-59/81), related to the information on the finds published by M. Wawrzeniecki, was presented without any detailed 
location. Most likely, all the archival information relates to the site at the manor house that still exists today.

33  WAWRZENIECKI 1908: 79–80.
34  Ibidem: Pl. XXIX.
35  WAWRZENIECKI 1912: 50–51, Fig. 7, Pl. XVIII.
36  POLESKA 1986: 135–182.
37  Third-century coins registered in Poland accounted for 11.9% of all bronze coin finds, some of them were 

dated to the middle of the century (BEŁKOWSKA 1981: 142).
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Similar items, probably representing the same horizon of findings, have been 
recorded in a small number in Poland, and only occasionally in settlements: in 
Brzezie, Kłaj commune – a sestertius of Philip Arab from AD 246–247, issued 
in Dacian mint Apulum;38 in Jakuszowice, Kazimierza Wielka commune – AE of 
Trebonianus Gallus from AD 251, minted in Viminacium39 and in Opatkowice, 
Proszowice commune – autonomous Macedonian bronze from AD 242 or 246.40 
The coin from Brzezie deserves special attention in this assemblage. This is the 
only coin, apart the one from Przemęczany, registered in Poland and in the same 
region, which was minted in the province of Dacia.41 More frequent bronzes from the 
middle of the 3rd century AD include coins minted in the above-mentioned Moesian 
mint in Viminacium, mainly discovered in the Czech Republic, Slovakia, southern 
Lesser Poland and western Ukraine. Monetary finds with such a chronology could 
have been transported north of the Limes by Germanic warriors returning from 
service in Roman auxiliary forces.42 The coin could have reached the settlement in 
Przemęczany already in stage C2, similarly to other mentioned bronzes. The bad 
condition of its surface is not the result of long circulation, but rather of corrosion 
processes. Particularly noteworthy is the fact that we are dealing with a coin 
fragment, and its shape and edge suggest intentional division. Rare examples of 
intentionally divided Roman bronze coins are known from the Polish territories – 
an as of Antoninus Pius divided into two halves from the 5th century AD treasure 
from Frombork,43 a stray find of two-thirds of an Antoninus Pius sestertius, minted 
for Faustina I, from Pruchnów, Radziejów commune,44 and two sestertii halves of 
Marcus Aurelius, minted for Lucilla, discovered in Skęczniewo, Dobra commune,45 
and in the vicinity of Międzychód – both stray finds. It is also possible that the 
sestertius of Marcus Aurelius minted for Faustina II and found in the settlement in 
Aleksandrowice, Zabierzów commune,46 was also split in half intentionally. In the 
latter case, similarly to the find from Frombork, the coin was broken in two. It should 
be also noted that all the aforementioned artefacts were issued by two Antonine 
emperors. This may indicate a certain phenomenon concerning the division of 

38  ROCZKALSKI and WŁODARCZAK 2011: 359–367, Figs. 13.1–2. In this paper the coin designated 
as the sestertius of Fillip II; BODZEK, JELLONEK and ZAJĄC 2019: 55, 56, 59, 67, 71, Tab. 2: 3, Pl. 1: 2.

39  BURSCHE 1997: 123, 144, nos. 104, 147, Pl. IX: 104.; BURSCHE, KACZANOWSKI and RODZIŃSKA- 
-NOWAK 2000: 118.

40  BURSCHE 1999: 131, n. 38.
41  BODZEK, JELLONEK and ZAJĄC 2019: 55, 59.
42  BURSCHE, KACZANOWSKI and RODZIŃSKA-NOWAK 2000: 118.
43  CIOŁEK 2001: 50, no. 63:11.
44  DYMOWSKI and RUDNICKI 2012: 243, no. 19.
45  DYMOWSKI 2011: 144, no. (W 43) 288. The coin was found at the bottom of the Jeziorsko reservoir.
46  BODZEK 2015: 120, 124, no. 7.
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bronze coins concerning precisely these emperors – Antoninus Pius and Marcus 
Aurelius, particularly the sestertii issued on behalf of their spouses. However, it 
should be noted that the Antonine dynasty bronzes are the largest group of such 
coins registered in the Central European Barbaricum, including in the Western Baltic 
areas.47 Taking into account the above-mentioned examples, it should also be noted 
that the techniques used to divide the coins differ. The artefacts from Skęczniew 
and Międzychód were split relatively uniform cuts, perpendicular to the surface, 
one or two on each side of the coin. The sestertius from Pruchnów bears traces on 
the obverse of multiple strokes next to each other along the entire length of the 
cut, which may have been done prior to breaking or cutting the coin.48 The bronze 
coin from Przemęczany presents yet another technique, which probably involved 
cutting the coin on two sides and then breaking it, which resulted in a characteristic 
protrusion in its central part.

Without going into more detail on split Roman silver coins, discovered much 
more often and interpreted as a raw material source for local craftsmen,49 the above 
examples may indicate a similar phenomenon with regard to bronze coins. Their 
usage in domestic crafts was a fairly widespread practice in the Northern European 
Barbaricum50 and their division should be seen in this context rather than as a need 
to obtain lower nominal value.51 Such observation regarding the coin function leads 
us to a conclusion that the settlement in Przemęczany may have been periodically52 
visited by a metallurgist or had a permanent workshop dated to stage C2, whose 
relics have not yet been located.

MUNIAKOWICE, KRAKOW DISTRICT
A single republican denarius was found on site 9 (AZP 98-58/94) in Muniakowice, 

Słomniki commune, Krakow district. The site is multicultural, with extremely intense 
traces of settlement from the Bronze Age to the late Middle Ages and modernity.

A republican denarius issued by M. Baebius Q. f. Tampilus in 137 BC was 
found within the settlement in Muniakowice. It is not an isolated case in terms 
of the Przeworsk culture settlements in Lesser Poland, as Republic coins were 

47  BEŁKOWSKA 1981: 133; ZAPOLSKA 2013: 106.
48  The comments presented here were made on the basis of the available photographs, which do not allow 

for more precise observations. The illustrative material was available thanks to the courtesy of A. Dymowski, to 
whom we would like to express my gratitude.

49  E.g. BURSCHE, KACZANOWSKI and RODZIŃSKA-NOWAK 2000: 111–112; BURSCHE 2010: 202.
50  ZAPOLSKA 2014: 108; HORSNÆS 2006: 84, no. 56; BURSCHE 2011: 11.
51  It should be noted that the division of bronze coins happened in Roman territories at the turn of the 

Republic and the early Empire and it was related to the contemporary economic situation (KUNISZ 1984: 91 ff.); 
BODZEK 2015: 121–122.

52  ZAPOLSKA 2014: 109–110.
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also discovered on seven other sites.53 The number of such artefacts with similar 
chronology was usually small and did not exceed 5 items. Taking into account the 
lack of Republic coins in the 2nd- and 3rd-century hoards from this area, we can assume 
that this denarius could have arrived here even in the 1st century BC, although even 
a later date is possible.54 Its condition indicates a long circulation, which is quite 
characteristic for Republican coins found in settlements.55

The chronology of use for the Przeworsk culture settlement is also marked 
by the metal garment elements. The existence of the settlement in the Late Pre-
Roman Period – apart from the numerous series of pottery vessels – is confirmed 
by a fragment of the a 65 fibula (Pl. 5, Fig. 2). This type, sometimes referred to 
as Knotenfibeln in German literature, is one of the main distinguishing features of 
stage LT D1b, parallel to the Gallic War.56 In the Przeworsk culture chronology, this 
period corresponds roughly to the end of stage A2 and the transitional stage A2/A3.57 
A 65 fibulae mark the latest phase of the use of oppida in Bohemia and Moravia,58 as 
well as the latest settlement horizon for the thoroughly tested oppidum in Manching, 
Bavaria.59 They are the products of workshops operating mainly in Celtic oppida, 
therefore the discussed artefact should be considered an import. Mentioned above 
fibulae are known from at least a dozen or so sites of the Tyniec group, Przeworsk 
and Oksywie cultures in the Polish territory, most of which are located along the 
Vistula valley.60 Their dissemination clearly shows the main influx of imports from 
the Celtic world, which have been discovered in the vast areas inhabited by the 
communities of the Germanic cultural circle.

Another date stamp obtained in Muniakowice is the foot of a bronze fibula 
(Pl. 5, Fig. 3), which can be categorized as an eye fibula of the so-called Prussian 
series (A 57–A 61). These artefacts are a distinguishing feature of stage B2a in the 

53  Nieprowice, Pińczów district – 2 pcs.; Pełczyska, Pińczów district – 1 pc.; Jakuszowice, Kazimierza 
district – 1 pc.; Otałęż, Mielec district – 4 pcs.; Zofipole, Krakow country – 1 pc.; Zagórzyce, Kazimierza district 
– 5 pcs.; Mielec – 1 pc. (DULĘBA and ROMANOWSKI 2018: 72, further references there).

54  Ibidem: 72.
55  E.g. in Nieprowice, Pińczów district (Ibidem: 72).
56  FISCHER 1988: 237. In the latest studies of Late La Tène fibulae, such forms (originated in the northern 

Italy) date back to around 90/70 BC (DEMETZ 1999: 34–35). In the alternative chronological system developed for 
Western and Central Europe, type a 65 is the leading form of stage LT D2a (RIECKHOFF 2008), but it is worth noting 
that despite the shift in the relative chronology stages, the absolute dating of most leading forms was not changed 
drastically. The periodization systems developed by A. Miron and S. Rieckhof are difficult to adapt to the area of Central 
Europe, especially to the areas of contemporary Poland, therefore it still seems justified to use the “old” chronology 
based on the works of J. Waldhauser, F. Fischer and R. Gebhard.

57  DĄBROWSKA 1988: 57–59.
58  WALDHAUSER 1983.
59  GEBHARD 1991: 13–14, 101–104, Fig. 42.
60  DĄBROWSKA 1996: Fig. 2; MACIAŁOWICZ 2015: 282–285, Fig. 9.
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relative chronology developed for the Przeworsk culture.61 The Prussian series is 
known from almost the entire area inhabited by the Przeworsk culture population, but 
their greatest concentration is recorded in northern and eastern Mazovia.62 Another 
bronze fibula from this site, with its bow decorated with silver wire, can be dated 
similarly (Pl. 5, Fig. 4). It represents the so-called trumpet type, group II in T. Liana’s 
classification,63 and is also relatively often found in the Przeworsk culture sites.

The set of ceramic forms of the Przeworsk culture obtained during the surface 
survey in Muniakowice fits the chronological framework defined by the metal 
artefacts discovered. None of the relatively large set of 128 fragments was wheel-
-made. Taking into account the specificity of the regional settlement, this confirms 
that the place was abandoned in the Late Roman Period, when wheel-made ceramics 
appeared on a mass scale in all Lesser Poland settlements. The pottery characteristic 
of the Late Pre-Roman Period is definitely dominant among the fragments from 
Muniakowice. Pots and bowls are the most numerous, with thick, sometimes also 
faceted rims (Pl. 5, Fig. 6; Pl. 6, Figs. 1, 5, 16, 25, 33). Fragments of barrel-shaped 
pots (Pl. 5, Fig. 13) are also present, similarly to the slightly younger pots with 
a cylindrical, vertical neck (Pl. 6, Fig. 13). Blackened ceramics appear among vessels 
from the Late Pre-Roman Period, including a fragment of a characteristic engraved 
mug (Pl. 5, Fig. 5). A bowl fragment with a vertical and strongly thickened rim and 
a horizontal handle (Pl. 6, Fig. 42) is less typical. Vessels with such handles are 
rarely discovered, but they are not a precise chronological marker, as evidenced by 
specimens found in well-dated burials.64 Pottery typical of the Early Roman Period 
is mainly represented by s-shaped pot fragments (Pl. 6, Figs. 17–21, 34, 39).

The archaeological context presented above suggests that the republican 
denarius found in Muniakowice may have reached the Barbaricum before the mass 
appearance of Roman coins in this area.

CONCLUSIONS
For the entire Przeworsk culture, the share of Roman coins found in settlements is 

about 10%.65 This value is dominated by finds from Lesser Poland (181 items),66 but that 

61  LIANA 1970: 442.
62  ANDRZEJOWSKI 2001: 61, Fig. 2.
63  LIANA 1970: 443.
64  DĄBROWSKA 2008: 69.
65  CIOŁEK 2009: 154. This number is certainly higher today. The author states it is 160 coins, also cited 

by ROMANOWSKI 2012b: 71.
66  The basis for these calculations are the inventories presented in KUNISZ 1985 and DYMOWSKI 2011 

and the finds from Jakuszowice, Kazimierza district; Pełczyska, Pińczów district (a dozen unpublished coins from 
this site was not included); Nieprowice, Pińczów district; Zagórzyce, Kazimierza district; Aleksandrowice, Krakow 
district and 10 coins included in this study. The analyzes did not take into account the finds from the Lublin region, 
due to the slightly different cultural situation of these lands in the Roman Period.
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is due to the abundant and well-recognized material from several settlements, mainly 
from Jakuszowice, Kazimierza district, but also from Pełczyska and Nieprowice in 
Pińczów district.67 The few coins covered by this study do not allow for detailed 
statistical analyzes of the chronological distribution. However, even this small set 
shows trends known from other monetary finds in Lesser Poland settlements:68

–  small representation of Republican coins – 4.9% (new finds – 11.1%);
–  no coins of the Julio-Claudian dynasty;
–  presence of Flavian coins more clearly marked – 4.4% (new finds – 11.1%);
–  Antonine coins constitute the majority – 72.3% (new finds – 66.6%);
–  few later, 3rd- and 4th-century coins – 9.9% (new finds – 11.1%).

Despite the lack of Antoninus Pius coins in the described material – the ruler 
most frequently represented in Lesser Poland settlements,69 it can be stated that the 
newly discovered coins fit the model known for this type of artefacts (Pls. 8–9, Chart 1 
(parts 1–2); Pl. 10, Chart 2). Therefore, it can be assumed that the actual relations to 
other find categories – hoards and stray finds – are similar to the previously known 
patterns from this area.70 The chronological structure we can observe in this small 
set of newly discovered coins is somewhat reminiscent of the situation known from 
Silesian settlements.71 In the light of the coins discussed in this article, a relatively 
small sample of 16 coins known from that area72 may indicate that the monetary 
material discovered so far represents only a fragment of the complete image. 
However, it should be noted that it fits into the general chronology of the Roman 
coins influx in the region73 primarily the beginning of the 3rd century AD, which 
is also the time of the largest influx of Roman coins on the territory of Poland in 
general.74 As for the 2nd-century AD denarii, the influx time of Hadrian’s denarius 
from Kościejów could be discussed, which, in the light of known findings, could 
have arrived in Poland earlier – in the fourth decade of the 2nd century AD.75 In turn, 

67  Finds from settlements account for about 2.1% of all Roman coin finds from Lesser Poland (except for 
the Lublin region). Therefore, it should be assumed that the indicator for the entire Przeworsk culture will be 
different than the one provided by CIOŁEK 2009. This may be due to the fact that the author does not take into 
account the latest discoveries, which mainly include stray artefacts and hoards, which changes the proportions 
between the categories of finds.

68  ROMANOWSKI 2017: 941; DULĘBA and ROMANOWSKI 2018: 73.
69  Ibidem: 75.
70  For a detailed analysis of the finds from Lesser Poland and their mutual relations, see: ROMANOWSKI 

2017: 941; DULĘBA and ROMANOWSKI 2018: 73–77.
71  ROMANOWSKI 2012b: 74.
72  Found on 15 sites (Ibidem: 71).
73  ROMANOWSKI 2012b: 74–75; DULĘBA and ROMANOWSKI 2018: 77.
74  I.a. BURSCHE 2004: 195–205; more on the topic in DYMOWSKI 2013.
75  DYMOWSKI 2013: 105; DYMOWSKI and MYZGIN 2014: 48; ROMANOWSKI 2014: 36.
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the Republican denarius from Muniakowice could have reached the Lesser Poland 
settlement even in the 1st century BC, which also finds its analogies in other areas.76 
The last element of the discussed set of coins is the AE from Przemęczany, which 
could appear there as a manifestation of the horizon of this type of finds from stage 
C2 – the second half of the 3rd century AD.77 Varied state of preservation and other 
physical features indicate different coin circulation time within the settlements, 
which may also indicate a different usage or function. The nominal value structure 
also does not differ significantly from other Lesser Poland settlements. Although 
the percentage of particular denominations varies depending on the case, the basic 
proportions are generally maintained, with a very clear predominance of denarii.78 
The same applies to the presence of subaerats and the percentage of bronze coins 
(Pl. 11, Charts 3–4).79

All the newly discovered coins are loose finds, discovered in the humus layer. 
Since there is no possibility of linking them to a specific context, their physical 
features may help in determining their function within the settlement, which applies 
particularly to the bronze of Trajan Decius from AD 249–251 found in Przemęczany. 
Its intentional division may be a trace of a periodic metallurgist presence in the 
settlement, or of a permanent workshop probably operating in stage C2 whose relics 
have not yet been located. In the context of functionality, one should also mention 
the Hadrian denarius from AD 134–138 found in Kościejów. This coin, also partially 
preserved, indicates its possible prestigious function as a pendant80 and its possible 
deposition in a hearth or furnace.81

CATALOGUE82

SUDÓŁ, Pińczów district

1. Roman Empire, Titus, denarius, AD 79, minted: Rome (Pl. 7, Fig. 1)
Obv.: wreathed head of emperor right; [IMP TIT]VSCAESVESPASIANAVGP[M]
Rev.: Capricorn left, below globe; TRPVIIII[IMPXIIII] COSVII
RIC 9; 2.26 g; 16.5 × 18 mm; axis: ↑ ; condition: average
Deep scratching of the Obv.

76  ROMANOWSKI 2010: 37; 2012b: 73; DYMOWSKI and ROMANOWSKI 2017: 180.
77  BURSCHE, KACZANOWSKI and RODZIŃSKA-NOWAK 2000: 118.
78  Opatkowice – 72.2% of all coins, Pełczyska – 72.7%, Jakuszowice – 93.5%, Nieprowice – 97.0% 

(DULĘBA and ROMANOWSKI 2018: 77–79).
79  Subaerats: Pełczyska 18.2% of all coins, Nieprowice – 21.2%, Aleksandrowice – 25.0%, Jakuszowice – 

23.8%. AE: Pełczyska – 4.5%, Jakuszowice – 6.5% (DULĘBA and ROMANOWSKI 2018: 78–79).
80  Known from Lesser Poland settlements (DULĘBA and ROMANOWSKI 2018: 80).
81  See above. Also see DULĘBA and ROMANOWSKI 2018: 80.
82  Catalogue entries and descriptions prepared by: Andrzej Romanowski and Tomasz Więcek.
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2. Roman Empire, Trajan, denarius, AD 103–111, minted: Rome (Pl. 7, Fig. 2)
Obv.: wreathed head of emperor right; IM[P TRAIANO]AVGGERDACPMTRP 
Rev.: Victory left, standing, holding palm branch in l. hand and wreath in r.; [CO]
SVPPSPQROPTIMOPRINC
RIC 128; 2.64 g; 16 × 19 mm; axis: ↑↓; condition: average
Dark patina partially on Obv. Metal bulging and corrosion spots under a layer of silver on 
both sides. Numerous small scratches visible on both sides.

3. Roman Empire, Trajan, denarius, AD 114–117, minted: Rome (Pl. 7, Fig. 3)
Obv.: wreathed and draped bust of the emperor right; 
IMPCAESNERTRAIANOPTIMAVGGERDACPARTHICO.
Rev.: Providentia standing left, elbow on the column, holding scepter, other hand pointing the 
globe in front. On sides: PRO-VID; PMTRPCOS VIPPSP QR 
RIC 364; 3.03 g; 18 mm; axis: ↑ ; condition: average
Highly porous Obv. Numerous small scratches visible on both sides. 

4. Roman Empire, Hadrian, denarius (subaerate), AD 125–128, minted: Rome (Pl. 7, Fig. 4).
Obv.: wreathed head of emperor right; [HA]DR[I]ANVS AVGV[S]TVS
Rev.: Victory left, holding wreath in outstretched r. hand, l. along the body. Globe in 
exergum?; [COS] III
RIC 183 or 184; 2.25 g; 17 mm; axis: ↑↓; condition: bad
Aenima – only bronze core preserved, with faint traces of silvering (?). Corrosion spots on 
both sides. 

5. Roman Empire, Hadrian, denarius, AD 134–138, minted: Rome (Pl. 7, Fig. 5)
Obv.: wreathed head of emperor right; [HADRI]ANVS AVGCO[SIIIPP]
Rev.: Salus right, standing, holding platter in outstretched hand, altar with writhing snake in 
front; SA[LVS AVG]
RIC 267d; 2.65 g; 18 × 19 mm; axis: ↑↓; condition: bad
Coin badly worn. Metal bulging on both sides. Numerous small scratches on both sides.

6. Roman Empire, Marcus Aurelius (Faustina I), denarius, AD 161–175, minted: Rome (Pl. 7, Fig. 6)
Obv.: bust of Faustina right, draped; FAVSTINA AVGVSTA
Rev.: Venus sitting left on throne, holding Victoria with wreath in r. hand, long scepter leaning 
against the ground in l.; VENVS FELIX
RIC 731; 3.11 g; 18 mm; axis: ↑↓; condition: average
Numerous small scratches on both sides.

MIŁAWCZYCE, Kazimierza district

1. Roman Empire, Commodus, denarius, AD 186, minted: Rome (Pl. 7, Fig. 7)
Obv.: wreathed head of emperor right; MCOMM A[NTP] FELAVGBRIT
Rev.: Victoria walking left, holding wreath in r. hand and palm tree in l.; PMTRPXIIM P 
VIICOSVPP
RIC 122a; 2.39 g; 18 mm; axis: ↑↑; condition: average
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KOŚCIEJÓW, Miechów district

1. Roman Empire, Hadrian, denarius, AD 134–138, minted: Rome (Pl. 7, Fig. 8)
Obv.: wreathed head of emperor right; HADRIANV[S AVGCOSIIIPP]
Rev.: Hadrian standing left, veiled, draped, makes offering holding plate in r. hand above 
tripod; VOTAP[VB] LI[CA]
RIC 290d; 1.82 g, 17 mm; axis: ↓; condition: bad
Missing coin fragment (approx. ⅓) – right side Obv. Coin exposed to high temperature. Dark, 
graphite patina on both sides.

MUNIAKOWICE, Krakow district

1. Roman Republic, M. Baebius Q.f. Tampilus, denarius, BC 137, minted: Rome (Pl. 7, Fig. 10)
Obv.: helmeted head of Roma left, sign in front: [X], legend in the back bottom up [TAMPIL]
Rev.: Apollo in quadriga right, holding bow, arrows and reins in l. hand, twig in r.
Below horses: ROM[A]. Exergum: [M·]BAEBI·[Q·F]
RRC 236/a; 3.45 g; 18 mm; axis: ↑↓; condition: average
Coin quite badly worn. In the central part of Obv. possibly a punch mark: [ (?).

PRZEMĘCZANY, Radziemice commune, Proszowice district, Lesser Poland province

1. Roman Empire, Trajan Decius, AE, AD 249–251, minted: Dacia (Pl. 7, Fig. 9)
Obv.: head of emperor right, wreathed, draped, cuirassed; [IMPT]RAIANVS[DECIVSAVG]
Rev.: Pax standing left between lion and eagle, holding twig and scepter with Victoria, in 
exergum: [ANIIII or V]..; [PROVI]IN C IADAC[IA] 
RPC, vol. IX, nos. 94, 95, 100; 89 g; 15 × 26 mm; axis: ↑↑; condition: bad
Coin fragment (approx. ⅓), very strongly corroded.

ABBREVIATIONS
RIC = H. MATTINGLY, E.A. SYDENHAM, C.H.V. SUTHERLAND, R.A.G. CARSON,  
P.H. WEBB, J.W.E. PEARCE, P.M. BRUUN and J.P.C. KENT (eds.) The Roman Imperial 
Coinage, vols. I–X, London 1923–1994.
RPC = A. HOSTEIN and J. MAIRAT, Roman Provincial Coinage, vol. IX: From Trajan Decius 
to Uranius Antoninus (AD 249–254), London 2016.
RRC = M.H. CRAWFORD, Roman Republic Coinage, Cambridge 1974.
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MAP 1

Map 1.Sites with new finds of Roman coins from the area of Western Lesser Poland: 1) Sudół;  
2) Miławczyce; 3) Kościejów; 4) Przemęczany; 5) Muniakowice (prepared by P. Dulęba and 
P. Martyński)
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Chart 1 (part 1). Roman coins found in the Przeworsk culture settlements in Lesser Poland (prepared  
by A. Romanowski)
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Chart 1 (part 2). Roman coins found in the Przeworsk culture settlements in Lesser Poland (prepared  
by A. Romanowski)
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