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which is undoubtedly an expression of the rebels’ hope and goals, i.e. the rebuilding 
of the Jerusalem temple, restoration of circumcision and regaining independence, is 
important. It is worth noting here, however, that perhaps we are not dealing here so 
much with a political programme, but rather with reconciliation with God and eternal 
salvation, which would link the revolt of Bar Kokhba with the ideology of the first 
revolt against the Romans and with the Hasmonean period.4 Equally important, or 
perhaps even more important, is the inscription referring to Jerusalem (on the coins 
from the first year of revolt), inseparably connected with Hadrian’s decision to transform 
the city into a Roman colony under the name Colonia Aelia Capitolina and probably 
also with the refusal to rebuild the Temple.5 As we are once again dealing here with 
a manifestation of one of the most important goals of Bar Kokhba and the insurgents – 
the liberation of Jerusalem and the restoration of worship on the Temple Mount. Even 
more eloquent is the inscription on coins minted in the third year of the revolt: Freedom 
of Jerusalem, indicating probably a gradual loss of hope of regaining the capital 
and chasing the Romans away. Many researchers believed that in the early period 
of the revolt, Jerusalem was conquered by rebels,6 which is unlikely but cannot be 
entirely excluded. There was even a hypothesis that Bar Kokhba rebuilt the Temple 
of Jerusalem, but he had to leave Jerusalem, which he could not defend.7

Some researchers have indicated that coins from the first year of the revolt 
bearing the inscription Jerusalem prove that the capital was captured by rebels 
and that the name of the city indicates also the name of the mint.8 Others note that 
the small number of revolt coins found in Jerusalem clearly contradicts the hypothesis 
of the rebels having conquered the city, although all coins found within the city 
must be taken into account.9 As far as the likely area of Colonia Aelia Capitolina 
is concerned, only four Bar Kokhba coins and four coins issued by the new city 
under Hadrian have been found in Jerusalem.10 It is not easy to explain this fact, 
although in the case of Roman coins provincial coins always prevailed in circulation, 
but we do not find them so often and in large numbers in cities that were the seat 
of the mints, and this is probably the case with Colonia Aelia Capitolina.11 What 
about the Bar Kokhba coins then? One hypothesis claims that, after the suppression 
of the revolt, the Roman authorities deliberately withdrew the revolt coins from 

  4  GIRARDIN 2019: 163. 
  5  CIECIELĄG 2008: 99–101.
  6  See REIFENBERG 1947: 35; KANAEL 1963: 61; PHILONENKO 1974: 184; SMALLWOOD 1981: 

443–445.
  7  LAPERROUSAZ 2007: 121–129.
  8  KINDLER 1974: 69; see also ALON 1970: 27, 83, n. 211; OPPENHEIMER 1982: 60.
   9  ZLOTNIK 2008: 140.
10  Ibidem: 141–142.
11  Ibidem: 142.

Tom XV

MUZEUM NARODOWE W KRAKOWIE
SEKCJA NUMIZMATYCZNA

KOMISJI ARCHEOLOGICZNEJ PAN
ODDZIAŁ W KRAKOWIE

Kraków 2020



MUZEUM NARODOWE W KRAKOWIE
SEKCJA NUMIZMATYCZNA

KOMISJI ARCHEOLOGICZNEJ PAN
ODDZIAŁ W KRAKOWIE

Kraków 2020

Tom XV



Komitet naukowy / Scientific Committee:
Prof. Peter van Alfen, Prof. Michael Alram, Prof. Aleksander Bursche, Prof. Franҫois de Callataÿ,  
Dr Karsten Dahmen, Prof. Georges Depeyrot, Dr Haim Gitler, Zofia Gołubiew, Prof. Wiesław Kaczanowicz, 
Elżbieta Korczyńska, Prof. Katerini Liampi, Prof. Adam Małkiewicz, Prof. Andrew Meadows,  
Prof. Mariusz Mielczarek, Dr Jiří Militký, Prof. Janusz A. Ostrowski, Prof. Maciej Salamon, Prof. Bernhard Weisser

Redakcja / Editorial Board:
Redaktor / Editor in Chief – Jarosław Bodzek
Zastępca redaktora / Associate Editor – Mateusz Woźniak
Sekretarze / Secretaries – Dorota Malarczyk, Anna Bochnak, Barbara Zając

Redaktor tematyczny / Theme Editor:
Peter van Alfen 

Redaktor językowy / Linguistic Editor:
Peter van Alfen

Recenzenci / Reviewers:
Dr Donald Tzvi Ariel, Dr Gabriela Bijovsky, Dr Hab. Mateusz Bogucki, Dr Joe Cribb, Dr Adam Degler,  
Prof. Władysław Duczko, Dr Przemysław Dulęba, Dr Hab. Arkadiusz Dymowski, Dr Witold Garbaczewski,  
Dr Inge Heeren, Dr Johan Van Heesch, Dr David Hendin, Dr Tanja Jones, Prof. Achim Lichtenberger,  
Dr Kris Lockyear, Dr Kyrylo Myzgin, Prof. Marek J. Olbrycht, Prof. Tomasz Polański, Dr Luboš Polanský,  
Prof. Pere Pau Ripolles, Dr Hab. Judyta Rodzińska-Nowak, Prof. Nikolaus C. Schindel, Dr Emilia Smagur,  
Dr Eliza Walczak, Dr David Wigg-Wolf, Dr Hab. Bernhard Woytek, Dr Roman Zaoral, Dr Bernward Ziegaus

Redaktorzy prowadzący / Commissioning Editors:
Dorota Malarczyk, Anna Kowalczyk

Tłumaczenia / Translations:
Zsófia Cseh, Marcin Fijak, Piotr Godlewski, Mateusz Krupski, Maria Piechaczek-Borkowska, Jadwiga Szczupak, 
Grzegorz Żabiński, Lingua Lab s.c. 

Korekta / Proofreading:
Aedaan Shaw, Keith Horechka

Projekt graficzny i typografia / Graphic Design and Desk Top Publishing:
Luiza Berdak

Skład i łamanie / Typesetting and page layout:
Zofia Łucka

Adres redakcji / Address of the Editorial Office: 
Muzeum Narodowe w Krakowie 
ul. Józefa Piłsudskiego 12, 31-109 Kraków 
tel. (+48) 12 433 58 50, e-mail: notae@mnk.pl 
http://mnk.pl/notae-numismaticae-zapiski-numizmatyczne-1 

Wyłączną odpowiedzialność za przestrzeganie praw autorskich dotyczących materiału ilustracyjnego ponoszą autorzy tekstów. 
Authors of the texts bear the sole responsibility for observing the copyright illustrations. 
Wersją pierwotną Notae Numismaticae – Zapiski Numizmatyczne jest wersja elektroniczna. 
The electronic edition of the Notae Numismaticae – Zapiski Numizmatyczne is treated as its original version. 

© Muzeum Narodowe w Krakowie i Autorzy, 2020

ISSN 1426-5435



SPIS TREŚCI / CONTENTS

  9	 Od redakcji
10	 From the Editors

ARTYKUŁY / ARTICLES
	 FRANK L. HOLT
13	 On Probability and Proof: Piecing Together the Puzzle of Alexander’s Elephant 
	 Medallions
	 O prawdopodobieństwie i weryfikacji. Układając puzzle medalionów Aleksandra 
	 Wielkiego

	 JERZY CIECIELĄG
21	 The Temple on the Coins of Bar Kokhba – a Manifestation of Longing or a Political 
	 Programme? A Few Remarks
	 Świątynia na monetach Bar Kochby – manifestacja tęsknoty czy program 
	 polityczny? Kilka uwag

	 TOMASZ BOCHNAK
37	 A Celtic Stater of the Krakow Type from the Opatów Area (Opatów County,  
	 Świętokrzyskie Voivodeship)
	 Celtycki stater typu krakowskiego z okolic Opatowa, pow. loco, woj. świętokrzyskie

	 MELINDA TORBÁGYI, ISTVÁN A. VIDA
49	 Some Remarks on Eraviscan Coinage
	 Kilka uwag na temat mennictwa Erawisków

	 KAMIL KOPIJ
65	 Mints Locations and Chronology of Gnaeus and Sextus Pompey’s Bronze 
	 Coinage (RRC 471, 478 and 479): A Die Axes Study
	 Lokalizacja mennic i chronologia brązowych monet Gnejusza i Sekstusa 
	 Pompejuszów (RRC 471, 478 i 479). Studium rotacji stempli

	 VITAL’ SIDAROVICH
87	 New Finds of Roman Republican Period Denarii in the Territory of Belarus
	 Nowe znaleziska denarów Republiki Rzymskiej na terytorium Białorusi

	 ANTONINO CRISÀ
107	 Farmers, the Police Force, and the Authorities: The “Calvatone (1911) Hoard”  
	 as Seen Through Archival Records (Cremona – Italy)
	 Rolnicy, siły policyjne i przedstawiciele władzy. Skarb „Calvatone (1911)”  
	 w świetle źródeł archiwalnych (Cremona, Włochy)



	 BARTOSZ AWIANOWICZ
137	 CEREREM and IVNONEM. Why the Accusative Case? Two Rare Reverse  
	 Legends on Coins of Julia Domna (RIC IV Caracalla 378, 585, 596 and 599)
	 Dlaczego accusativus? Dwie rzadkie legendy rewersu na monetach Julii Domny 
	 (RIC IV Caracalla 378, 585, 596 i 599)

	 JAROSŁAW BODZEK, KRZYSZTOF TUNIA
147	 New Finds of Roman Coins from the Kazimierza Wielka District, Southern  
	 Poland
	 Nowe znaleziska monet rzymskich z terenu powiatu Kazimierza Wielka,  
	 płd. Polska

	 ARKADIUSZ DYMOWSKI
167	 Some Remarks on the Problem of Occurrence of Denarii Subaerati  
	 in Barbaricum
	 Kilka uwag na temat występowania denarii subaerati na terenie Barbaricum

	 EMILIA SMAGUR
179	 Regulated Roman Coins and Their Imitations from India: Did Roman Coins  
	 Circulate as Money in the Subcontinent?
	 Standaryzacja monet rzymskich i ich imitacji w Indiach. Czy monety rzymskie  
	 funkcjonowały jako pieniądz na subkontynencie indyjskim?

	 ADAM KĘDZIERSKI, DOROTA MALARCZYK,  
	 DARIUSZ WYCZÓŁKOWSKI
211	 Recent Finds of Islamic Coins from the Old Town and Zawodzie Districts  
	 in Kalisz
	 Najnowsze znaleziska monet islamskich z terenu Starego Miasta i Zawodzia  
	 w Kaliszu

	 PAWEŁ MILEJSKI
235	 Coins from the Streets of Racibórz
	 Monety z ulic Raciborza 

	 AGNIESZKA SMOŁUCHA‑SŁADKOWSKA
275	 Pairing Antagonists: Pisanello’s Medals of Niccolò Piccinino and Francesco  
	 Sforza
	 Zestawiając przeciwników. Medale Niccola Piccinina i Francesca Sforzy 
	 autorstwa Pisanella



RECENZJE / REVIEWS
	 KAMIL KOPIJ
307	 AGATA ALEKSANDRA KLUCZEK, Primordia Romana. Mityczna przeszłość 
	 Rzymu i pamięć o niej w rzymskich numizmatach zaklęta, Wydawnictwo  
	 Uniwersytetu Śląskiego, Katowice 2019, 564 pages, 166 illustrations, 2 maps,  
	 21 tables, 3 charts; ISBN 978‑83-226‑3443‑1

	 JAROSŁAW BODZEK
311	 FRÉDÉRIQUE DUYRAT, Wealth and Warfare. The Archaeology of Money  
	 in Ancient Syria, Numismatic Studies 34, The American Numismatic Society,  
	 New York 2016, 619 pages, 73 figures, 37 maps; ISSN 0517–4048,  
	 ISBN 978‑0‑89732‑346‑1

	 JAROSŁAW BODZEK
318	 THOMAS FAUCHER, ANDREW MEADOWS, CATHARINE LORBER (eds.), 
	 Egyptian Hoards I. The Ptolemies, Bibliothèque d’Étude 168, Institut Français 
	 d’Archéologie Orientale, Le Caire 2017, 579 pages, 236 plates; ISSN 0259-3823, 
	 ISBN 978‑2‑7247‑0689‑5

	 JAROSŁAW BODZEK
322	 WOLFGANG R. FISCHER‑BOSSERT, Coins, Artists, and Tyrants. Syracuse  
	 in the Time of the Peloponnesian War, Numismatic Studies 33, The American 
	 Numismatic Society, New York 2017, 371 pages, 27 plates;  
	 ISBN 978‑0‑89722‑341‑6

	 JAROSŁAW BODZEK
326	 STEFAN KRMNICEK and HENNER HARDT (eds.), A Collection in Context. 
	 Kommentierte Edition der Briefe und Dokumente Sammlung Dr. Karl von  
	 Schäffer, Tübinger Numismatische Studien 1, Tübingen 2017, 199 pages,  
	 56 illustrations; ISBN 978‑3‑947 251‑00‑1; DOI: 10.15 496/publikation‑19 401

KRONIKA / CHRONICLE

	 MATEUSZ WOŹNIAK
333	 Kronika Gabinetu Numizmatycznego Muzeum Narodowego w Krakowie (2019)
340	 The Chronicle of the Numismatic Cabinet of the National Museum  
	 in Krakow (2019)

	 JAROSŁAW BODZEK
349	 Kronika Sekcji Numizmatycznej Komisji Archeologicznej Polskiej Akademii  
	 Nauk Oddział w Krakowie (2019)
351	 The Chronicle of the Numismatic Section of the Commission on Archaeology  
	 of the Polish Academy of Sciences (Krakow Branch of the Polish Academy  
	 of Sciences) (2019)



Szanowni Państwo,

oddajemy w Państwa ręce tom XV Notae Numismaticae – Zapisków Numiz­
matycznych. Zgodnie z przyjętymi przez nas zasadami wszystkie teksty publiku-
jemy w językach kongresowych, z angielskimi i polskimi abstraktami. Zawar-
tość obecnego numeru oraz tomy archiwalne są zamieszczone w formie plików 
PDF na stronie internetowej Muzeum Narodowego w Krakowie (https://mnk.pl/ 
notae‑numismaticae‑zapiski numizmatyczne‑1). Na stronie internetowej są po-
nadto dostępne wszelkie informacje ogólne o czasopiśmie oraz instrukcje dla au-
torów i recenzentów.
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Dear Readers,

It is with great pleasure that we present volume XV of Notae Numismaticae – 
Zapiski Numizmatyczne to you. In accordance with the principles that we have 
adopted, our texts are published in the conference languages with English and 
Polish abstracts. The whole of the present volume can be found as PDF’s on the 
website of the National Museum in Krakow (https://mnk.pl/notae-numismaticae-
zapiski-numizmatyczne-1), as are previously published volumes of the journal. The 
website also contains general information about the journal as well as information 
for prospective authors and reviewers. 
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A Celtic Stater of the Krakow Type 
from the Opatów Area (Opatów County, 
Świętokrzyskie Voivodeship)

ABSTRACT: The paper discusses a new find of a Krakow type Celtic stater. 
The coin was discovered accidentally in the Opatów area (Opatów County, 
Świętokrzyskie Voivodeship). The specimen represents variant II: C/4 according to 
Marcin Rudnicki, although the weakly preserved motifs visible on the obverse show 
some differences compared to the reference variant. The reverse bears traces of die 
repair. A high content of silver indicates a relatively late chronological position of 
the Opatów find. The discussed coin is the twentieth known stater of the Krakow type.

KEY WORDS: Krakow type stater, Tyniec group, Przeworsk culture, Celtic 
import

ABSTRAKT: Celtycki stater typu krakowskiego z okolic Opatowa, pow. loco, 
woj. świętokrzyskie

W artykule omówiono nowe znalezisko celtyckiego statera typu krakowskiego. 
Monetę odkryto przypadkowo w rejonie Opatowa, pow. loco, woj. świętokrzyskie. 
Okaz reprezentuje odmianę II: C/4 według Marcina Rudnickiego, jednak niewy‑
kluczone, że słabo zachowane motywy widniejące na awersie wykazują pewne 
różnice względem odmiany referencyjnej. Rewers nosi ślady naprawy stempla. 
Wysoka zawartość srebra potwierdza relatywnie późną pozycję chronologiczną 
znaleziska z Opatowa. Omawiana moneta jest dwudziestym znanym staterem typu 
krakowskiego.

SŁOWA KLUCZOWE: stater typu krakowskiego, grupa tyniecka, kultura 
przeworska, import celtycki
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In November 2019 a Celtic stater of the Krakow type was delivered to Marek 
Florek at the Sandomierz branch of the Provincial Heritage Protection Office 
(WUOZ) in Kielce.1 The handover of the coin was facilitated by Kamil Bartosz Bilski 
and Rafał Świerkula from the Opatów‑based „Wspólne Dziedzictwo” Association. 
According to the finder, he came across the coin while digging for worms on a loess 
slope, south east of one of the fishponds near Opatów. During surface prospections 
in 1989 an archaeological site was located in this area, known as Opatów 28 (AZP 
87–70/59) and described as a Late Bronze Age and Halstatt period Lusatian culture 
settlement and a 11th–13th century Early Medieval settlement, along with traces of 
prehistoric occupation of unspecified chronology.

The specimen in question was made from an alloy with a high content of silver 
and containing an admixture of copper.2 The coin is 16.3 mm wide,3 18.1 mm high 
and 3.7 mm thick and weighs 5.114 g. The 0 axis (for a coin positioned according 
to M. Rudnicki).

The obverse: a circular bulge is visible, with a flattened lower side that gradually 
merges into the background. The image is not well preserved (Pl. 1, Figs. 1a–c). Most 
likely it is a strongly obliterated simplified depiction, initially comprising a globule 
with three straight ribs („rays”) protruding upwards. At present only two delicately 
marked grooves are discernible, which once separated the ribs. Such a picture is 
typical for the C variant of Krakow type staters, according to M. Rudnicki.4 However, 
it seems that the remnants of further elements, not recognized on the coins described 
by M. Rudnicki, are also weakly preserved on the obverse. Small knobs‑bulges, 
more or less regularly spaced, can be seen (Pl. 1, Fig. 1b). Some of them are 
accompanied by darkening resulting from copper oxide precipitation, and it is 
difficult to unambiguously ascertain, whether the knobs are elements of the die 
stamp or evidence of advanced corrosion. It is also possible that some of them 
were created by the striking, the rest being patches of corrosion. Nevertheless, 
such knobs are absent on the reverse, though similar signs of corrosion may be 
expected on both sides of the coin. On the other hand the knobs are relatively well 
visible, whereas the main element of the obverse, i.e. the depiction of the globule 
with three ribs, is rather poorly preserved. This observation may point towards 

1  I would like to thank Dr Hab. M. Florek for his help with preparing the paper.
2  An X‑ray fluorescence analysis was performed in the Laboratory of Analysis and Nondestructive 

Investigation of Heritage Objects (LANBOZ), National Museum in Krakow. Sample AV: Ag 80.71%; Cu 11.47%; 
Zn 2.36%; Sn 2.25%; Pb 1.94%; Au 0.71%. Cr 0.28%; W 0.11%; Bi 0.09%. Sample RV: Ag 77.31%; Cu 14.98%;  
Sn 2.51%; Zn 2.48%; Pb 1.65%; Au 0.60%; Cr 0.27%; Bi 0.05%; Ni 0.03%. I would like to thank Head of LANBOZ, 
Julio del Hoyo‑Meléndez, who did the metallurgical analysis.

3  The terms “width” and “height”, as well as “lower”/“upper” and “left”/”right” part used in the text, relate 
to a coin positioned according to M. Rudnicki (RUDNICKI 2012).

4  Ibidem: 28.
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a post‑depositional origin of the knobs. Moreover, a row of c. 6 fine‑sized dots and 
weakly marked oblique lines were identified on the left side of the obverse (Pl. 1, 
Fig. 1c). If indeed these are die imprints, then the described motif should be regarded 
as a more complex obverse type of the C variant according to Rudnicki. The poor 
preservation of the obverse does not allow for a clear definition of this type; at this 
moment only certain differences in relation to the C variant may be outlined. Further 
discoveries of Krakow type staters will potentially lead to a refinement of these 
remarks. A deep scratch is also visible on the obverse, possibly made intentionally 
to test alloy purity or the authenticity of the coin.

The reverse: in the lower part a crescent‑shaped boss is perceptible, with two 
poorly conspicuous dots on its left terminus and one dot on its right terminus (Pl. 1, 
Fig. 1d). The small visibility of the dots may reflect use‑wear of the die. Three 
dots in a horizontal row are found above the left part of the boss, and a fourth dot, 
slightly smaller, is located higher up. The three dots are connected by a straight 
line, probably engraved in the die to facilitate positioning of the tool.5 Additional 
protuberances marked on the dots indicate possible retouch of the die (Pl. 1, Fig. 2). 
The straight line and the signs of adjusting the die’s imprint, don’t find analogies 
among other known Krakow type staters. From the central part of the boss’s upper 
edge stems a crescent‑shaped bulge, bent towards the right above two dots situated 
one over the other; beside there is a pointed protrusion of two triangular elements 
slanting leftwards. Above the crescent‑shaped boss, near the left edge of the coin, 
a T‑shaped mark is visible – its base is formed by a section of the linear rim; just 
behind it, at the edge of the coin an irregular knob is located; in the upper part of 
the coin, along the edge, runs a rim of filamentous rays directed towards the centre.

A comparison of the obverse and reverse positions shows that they are arranged 
towards each other along the 0 axis. In result, the circular bulge on the obverse is 
slightly shifted towards the upper part of the coin, whereas the crescent‑shaped boss 
visible on the reverse is found in its lower part. Consequently the mass of metal 
(bullion) is more or less uniformly spread within the coin, what facilitated the minting 
process – in case of an asymmetrical distribution of the mass, the planchet has 
a tendency of slipping from under the die.6

A comprehensive review of Krakow (“Cracovian” according to M. Rudnicki) 
type staters, their definition and typology was prepared by M. Rudnicki.7 He managed 

5  For turning my attention to this technical detail I would like to thank Łukasz Kieferling (M.A., Academy 
of Fine Arts in Krakow), who works on reconstructions of the minting process and manufactures replicas of 
ancient coins.

6  I kindly thank Łukasz Kieferling (M.A.) also for this remark.
7  Ibidem.
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to confirm previous hypotheses suggesting a local (Lesser Poland) origin of the coins8 
and based on 179 then‑known specimens, he identified two groups of staters:  
I – prototypes, and II – specimens representing a fully developed variant of 
the Krakow type. Among the first group two kinds of obverses (A, B) and reverses 
(1, 2) were noted, while the second group comprises four kinds of obverses (A–D) 
and reverses (1–4), corresponding with distinct evolution phases of depictions on 
both sides of the coins.10 Not only the sequence of groups and obverse/reverse kinds, 
but also the weight of the coins has some chronological significance – the latter 
growing smaller with the decrease of gold content in the alloy11 (Pl. 2).

M. Rudnicki’s findings are still valid and their accuracy was confirmed by 
newer discoveries, which are fully classifiable according to principles outlined in 
his publication. The list compiled in 2012 should be supplemented by a variant  
II: D/2 coin from Czechy (Krakow County)12 and a variant II: A/1 specimen sold 
on an auction at Nomos AG in Zurich (lot 14) on November 17th 2019.13 The latter 
was previously a part of the Trausnitz Collection, (Germany) and was bought in 
1998 at Münzhandlung Athena. The auction statement only mentions „Central 
Europe” as a source‑location. Unfortunately, among the 20 currently known 
Krakow type staters, not a single one was found during archaeological fieldwork. 
Uniquely, the precise location of the Czechy specimen is known. Twice (Folkušová, 
okres Martin, Žilinský kraj, Slovakia and Tuklaty, okres Kolín, Středočeský kraj, 
Czechia) Krakow type staters were elements of Celtic coin hoards uncovered 
by amateurs‑explorers. The places of discovery of ten further specimens remain 
unknown, and the remainder originate from “the Krakow area”, “presumably 
the Zagrzeb region” or “the Sochaczew area” – these descriptions should be treated 
as rough approximations.

The coin from the Opatów area is the twentieth published specimen of a Krakow 
type stater. It represents a late II: C/4 variant, similar to finds dated by M. Rudnicki 
to the phase LT D1 or subphase B1a of the Roman period. A coin of this kind  
(II: C/4) was discovered before 1847 in Pełczyska (presently Pińczów County)14 and 

  8  CASTELIN 1976: 260–269; WOŹNIAK 1977: 70; IDEM 1978: 104–108.
  9  While discussing the find from Tuklaty, okres Kolín, Středočeský kraj (Czechia), M. Rudnicki mentions 

receiving information about one more Krakow type stater from Tuklaty. However, due to the lack of basic 
identification data this find was not included in his catalogue (RUDNICKI 2012: 72).

10  Ibidem: 22–37.
11  RUDNICKI 2012: 11.
12  DULĘBA and WYSOCKI 2017: 54, 56–58; Fig. 3:15.
13  https://www.biddr.ch/auctions/nomos/browse?a=793&l=836811, accessed on January 22, 2020. 

The specimen was first described at the Nomos AG website as a Boii stater. I kindly thank Prof. J. Bodzek 
(Numismatic Cabinet, National Museum in Krakow and the Institute of Archaeology, Jagiellonian University in 
Kraków) for information regarding this specimen.

14  Ibidem: 68, 69; Fig. 35, earlier references therein.
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another exemplar was found in Folkušová, within a hoard of Puchov culture coinage 
dated to the onset of the Roman period15 (which may have started slightly earlier in 
Slovakia than in Polish lands). Let us note that such a chronology corresponds grosso 
modo with the chronology of feature no 187/54 from Krakow Nowa Huta – Mogiła, 
where two fragments of planchet moulds were revealed.16 Also the composition of 
the alloy from which the coin was made, points towards a late dating of the Opatów 
find. Noteworthy is not only the high content of silver, but also the presumed 
admixture of copper. The addition of this metal, most likely for a yellowish colouring 
of the alloy, has a disadvantageous impact on the hardness of planchet. An alloy 
with a share of copper is noticeably harder than a combination of gold and silver, 
what can hinder cold‑minting and speed‑up use‑wear of the die. On the other hand, 
heating of the planchets may lead to dehardening of the die and its progressing 
degradation.17 Obviously, the low content of gold corresponds with a small weight 
of the Opatów specimen – it weighs only 5.114 g what makes it the lightest known 
Krakow type stater.

As mentioned above, according to the finder the coin in question was discovered 
near a fishpond in Opatów. This information cannot be verified and its credibility is 
similar as in the case of other archaeological finds without context. The Opatów region 
and the whole Sandomierz Upland, were not settled by Tyniec group communities, 
so the described stater was a Tyniec import in the Przeworsk culture environment.

The discovery of a Celtic stater north‑east of Krakow, in an area situated between 
the Vistula and the Holy Cross Mountains (Świętokrzyski) metallurgical centre, can 
be tied grosso modo with the distribution model proposed by M. Rudnicki, who 
underlined the role of the Vistula when discussing Krakow type staters uncovered in 
Kunów (Ostrowiec Świętokrzyski County) and Sochaczew (Sochaczew County)18 
(Map 1).

These conclusions coincide with the opinions of Teresa Dąbrowska and 
Tomasz Bochnak, regarding the general influx of Celtic imports from the south, into 
Przeworsk culture territories.19 Zenon Woźniak brought attention to the connections 
of the Sandomierz Upland with the La Tène zone, especially the Tyniec group.20 
The presence of incomers from the Celtic domain is suggested by finds of graphite 

15  Ibidem: 51, 68; Fig. 19.
16  WOŹNIAK 1978: 107–108.
17  KIEFERLING 2014: 37.
18  RUDNICKI 2012: 51.
19  DĄBROWSKA 1988: 123–125; BOCHNAK 2014: 191–193, Fig. 82.
20  WOŹNIAK 1970: 192; IDEM 1994: 133, 134; ORZECHOWSKI 2007: 221.
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ware in Baranów Sandomierski21 (Tarnobrzeg County), Grzegorzowice (Ostrowiec 
Świętokrzyski County), Samborzec (Sandomierz County), Świniary22 (Sandomierz 
County), and above all at the cemetery in Błonie (Sandomierz County, graves 51 and 
211). Imported glass beads, as well as type A.18a and A.65 fibulae and militaria23 
are also known from this necropolis, however these categories of finds to a lesser 
extent than pottery indicate the physical presence of people from the Celtic cultural 
sphere.24 Nevertheless, also these artefacts are evidence of relations with the Celtic 
world. According to Z. Woźniak, La Tène cultural patterns are likewise visible in 
local ceramic forms (especially from the Błonie cemetery).25

Contacts between communities of the Tyniec group and the Przeworsk culture 
may be significant in the context of the Holy Cross metallurgical centre, the origins 
of which surely reach the Early Pre‑Roman period. The Sandomierz Upland was 
a demographic base for ancient iron smelting in the Holy Cross Mountains. Opatówka, 
a minor left‑bank tributary of the Vistula which flows through Opatów, is a natural 
corridor leading towards the Holy Cross Mountains. No signs of Przeworsk culture 
settlement dated unambiguously to the A3 phase and the beginning of the Roman 
period were so far discovered near Opatów, but the Opatówka valley surely played 
an important role in the contacts between Tyniec group communities and Przeworsk 
culture societies inhabiting the western part of the Sandomierz Upland and the Holy 
Cross metallurgical region, where fragments of graphite ware and grey ware were 
found (Stara Słupia, Kielce County and Pokrzywnica, Starachowice County),26 along 
with the above‑mentioned stater from Kunów uncovered accidentally in 2006. As 
shown by research, the Sandomierz Upland was intensely occupied between phase 
A2 of the Early Pre‑Roman period and the Late Roman period and no settlement 
hiatuses are visible in the archaeological record of the region; thus it may be assumed, 
that Przeworsk culture settlements existed along the Opatówka also at the turn of 
the eras.

Therefore, the Opatów coin is further proof of contacts between local Przeworsk 
culture populations and representatives of the Tyniec group from the Krakow area.

21  The site at Baranów Sandomierski is located on the right bank of the Vistula, outside the area of 
the Sandomierz Upland, however both Z. Woźniak and S. Orzechowski connect the site with settlement clusters 
on the left Vistula bank (WOŹNIAK 1994: 133; ORZECHOWSKI 2007: 218).

22  WOŹNIAK 1970: 162, 347, 349, 250; ORZECHOWSKI 2007: 54.
23  WOŹNIAK and MYCIELSKA 1988.
24  BOCHNAK 2014: 166.
25  WOŹNIAK 1994: 133.
26  MYCIELSKA 1968: 331; Tabl. I:9; ORZECHOWSKI 2007: 74, 75; Tabl. I:2, 3.
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PLATE 1		  Figs. 1a–d. Celtic stater of the Krakow type from the Opatów area; a) the obverse,  
		  b) the obverse with marked small knobs‑bulges, c) the obverse, d) the reverse. Scale 2:1 
		  Photo: T. Bochnak
		  Fig. 2. Celtic stater of the Krakow type from the Opatów area, pow. loco – detail. Traces of 
		  die repair. Scale 4:1 
		  Photo: T. Bochnak

PLATE 2		  Chart showing weight differentiation of Krakow type staters ordered according to 
		  M. Rudnicki’s typology – including new discoveries. Numerals beside the dots correspond  
		  with M. Rudnicki’s (2012) catalogue numbers. According to M. Rudnicki, with additions

MAP 1		  Distribution of Krakow type staters in Polish lands. Most finds (except stater from Czechy) 
		  without archaeological context and precise location
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MAP 1

Map 1. Distribution of Krakow type staters in Polish lands. Most finds (except stater from Czechy) 
without archaeological context and precise location
1 – Czechy, Krakow County; 2 – Krakow Grzegórzki; 3 – Krakow, vicinity; 4 – Kunów, Ostrowiec 
Świętokrzyski County; 5 – Opatów, Opatów County; 6 – Pełczyska, Pińczów County or vicinity of 
Pełczyska; 7 – Sochaczew, Sochaczew County


