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Elżbieta Hutten-Czapska née Meyendorff (1833–1916), author I. Makarov, 1880
Elżbieta Hutten-Czapska z domu Meyendorff (1833–1916), autor I. Makarow, 1880



Szanowni Państwo,

oddajemy w Państwa ręce tom XVIII Notae Numismaticae – Zapisków Numizmatycz-
nych. Zgodnie z przyjętymi przez nas zasadami wszystkie teksty publikujemy w językach 
kongresowych, z angielskimi i polskimi abstraktami. Zawartość obecnego tomu oraz tomy 
archiwalne są zamieszczone w formie plików PDF na stronie internetowej Muzeum Na-
rodowego w Krakowie (https://mnk.pl/notae‑numismaticae‑zapiski numizmtyczne‑1). Na 
stronie dostępne są ponadto wszelkie informacje ogólne o czasopiśmie oraz instrukcje dla 
autorów i recenzentów.

W roku 2023 przypada 120. rocznica Daru Rodziny Czapskich. Jego autorką była Elż-
bieta Hutten-Czapska z domu Meyendorff (1833–1916) i jej synowie Jerzy (1861–1930) 
i Karol (1860–1904) Hutten-Czapscy. Dar hrabiego Emeryka Hutten Czapskiego (1828– 
–1896), obejmujący znakomitą kolekcję numizmatów polskich i z Polską związanych oraz 
zaprojektowany według jego życzeń i dokończony przez wdowę pawilon muzealny, złożo-
ny na rzecz Gminy Miasta Kraków, czyli de facto Narodu Polskiego, miał olbrzymie zna-
czenie nie tylko dla jakości kolekcji numizmatycznej Muzeum Narodowego w Krakowie, 
ale także dla rozwoju całościowo pojmowanej numizmatyki polskiej. Ponad 11 tysięcy pol-
skich monet, medali i pieniędzy papierowych, wśród nich wiele unikatów lub rzadkości, 
stanowiło, stanowi i będzie stanowić podstawę dla organizowanych przez Muzeum wystaw, 
dla edukacji numizmatycznej i ekonomicznej szerokich rzesz publiczności i wreszcie dla 
badań naukowych nad różnymi zagadnieniami z zakresu numizmatyki polskiej i nie tylko. 
Nie należy również zapominać o społecznym znaczeniu Daru Rodziny Czapskich. Poczy-
nając od 1903 roku, do dziś całe pokolenia zainspirowanych nim darczyńców wzbogacały 
i wzbogacają kolekcję numizmatyczną Muzeum Narodowego w Krakowie w pragnieniu 
nawiązania do czynu Czapskich czy też chęci uzupełnienia muzealnych zbiorów o obiekty, 
których hrabia nie posiadał. Zapatrzeni w jakość zbioru zbudowanego przez Emeryka Hut-
ten-Czapskiego nie możemy jednak zapomnieć o rzeczywistej ofiarodawczyni, wdowie po 
kolekcjonerze – Elżbiecie. Bez niej i jej decyzji fantastyczna, unikatowa kolekcja zapew-
ne uległaby rozproszeniu, jak wiele innych zbiorów, a w każdym razie nie byłaby dostęp-
na dla wszystkich zainteresowanych polską i światową numizmatyką. Dzięki jej decyzji 
o ofiarowaniu zbiorów męża Narodowi możemy dzisiaj podziwiać zbiory hrabiego w Mu-
zeum jego imienia przy ulicy Marszałka Józefa Piłsudskiego 12 w Krakowie. Elżbieta po-
przez dar realizowała plan zachowania kolekcjonerskiego dziedzictwa męża. Wspierała go 
zresztą w jego pasji już wcześniej. Pomagała mu przy pracach nad zbiorem, wykonując pre-
cyzyjne rysunki monet i medali. Pamięci hrabiny Elżbiety Hutten-Czapskiej pragniemy za-
dedykować obecny tom naszego czasopisma. 

Redakcja



Dear Readers,

We are delighted to present you with volume 18 of Notae Numismaticae – Zapiski 
Numizmatyczne. As is our policy, we publish all texts in the congress languages, with 
English and Polish abstracts. The contents of the current volume and archive numbers are 
available as PDF files on the website of the National Museum in Krakow (https://mnk.
pl/notae-numismaticae-zapiski numizmatyczne-1). The website also provides all general 
information about the journal, along with guidelines for authors and reviewers.

The year 2023 marked the 120th anniversary of the Czapski Family Donation. The 
donation was made by Elżbieta Hutten-Czapska, née Meyendorff (1833–1916), and her sons 
Jerzy (1861–1930) and Karol Hutten-Czapski (1860–1904), and comprised Count Emeric 
Hutten Czapski’s (1828–1896) magnificent collection of numismatic items from Poland and 
connected with Poland, as well as a museum pavilion designed according to his wishes and 
completed by his widow. It was given to the Municipal Commune of Krakow, i.e. de facto to 
the Polish Nation, and was of enormous significance not only for the numismatic collection 
of the National Museum in Krakow, but also for the development of Polish numismatics in 
general. Including many rare and unique pieces, the more than 11,000 Polish coins, medals, 
and paper money that comprise the collection have been, and will continue to be, the basis 
for exhibitions organised by the Museum for the numismatic and economic education of the 
general public, as well as research into various problems in Polish numismatics and beyond. 
The social significance of the Czapski Family Donation should not be forgotten either. Since 
1903, generations of donors inspired by this act have contributed to the enrichment of the 
numismatic collection of the National Museum in Krakow in their desire to follow in the 
footsteps of the Czapski family or to supplement the museum’s holdings with objects that 
the Count did not have. While admiring the quality of the collection assembled by Emeryk 
Hutten-Czapski, however, we cannot forget the actual donor, his widow Elżbieta. Without her 
and her decision, this fantastic, unique collection would probably have been dispersed, like 
many other collections, and in any case would not have been accessible to all those interested 
in Polish and world numismatics. Thanks to her decision to donate her husband’s holdings 
to the nation, today we can admire the Count’s collection in the eponymous museum at 12 
Marszałka Józefa Piłsudskiego Street in Krakow. Through the donation, Elżbieta pursued 
a plan to preserve her husband’s collecting heritage. In fact, she had already supported her 
husband in his passion previously, assisting him in his work on the collection by making 
precise drawings of coins and medals. We would like to dedicate the present volume of our 
journal to the memory of Countess Elżbieta Hutten-Czapska.

The Editors
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BARTOSZ AWIANOWICZ
Nicolaus Copernicus University
ORCID: 0000‑0001‑7380‑2272

An Unknown Coin of Castor of Galatia  
and a Possible New Dating of Deiotarus’ Coins 
with a Monogram of His Name 

ABSTRACT: The paper presents a hitherto unpublished bronze small Galatian 
coin with the Greek monogram of the name Castor on the reverse (gen. KAΣΤOPOΣ), 
typologically very close to the small bronzes (denomination C according to Hoover’s 
division) of King Deiotarus of Galatia HGC 7, 776 = SNG von Aulock 6101; SNG 
France 3, 2332. It seems more likely that the coin published here was struck for Castor, 
grandson of Deiotarus, who became king of Galatia (and Paphlagonia) after the death 
of his grandfather in 40 BC, than for Castor Tancondarius, tetrarch of Tectosages in 
63/2–43 BC, son-in-law of Deiotarus and father of the younger Castor. This attribution 
also alters the dating of the type HGC 7, 776, which was probably struck between 44 
and 40 BC. 

KEY WORDS: Galatia, Deiotarus, Castor, AE denominations

ABSTRAKT: Nieznana moneta Kastora z Galacji i możliwe nowe datowanie 
monet Deiotarosa z monogramem jego imienia

Artykuł jest poświęcony dotychczas niepublikowanej niewielkiej monecie 
galackiej z greckim monogramem imienia Kastor na rewersie (gen. KAΣΤOPOΣ), 
typologicznie bardzo bliskiej małym brązom (nominał C według podziału Hoove‑
ra) króla Galacji Deiotarosa HGC 7, 776 = SNG von Aulock 6101; SNG France 
3, 2332. Wydaje się bardziej prawdopodobne, że monetę tę wybito dla Kastora, 
wnuka Deiotarosa, który został królem Galacji (i Paflagonii) po śmierci dziadka 
w 40 r. p.n.e., niż dla Kastora, tetrarchy Tektosagetów od 63/2 do 43 r. p.n.e., zięcia 
Deiotarosa i ojca młodszego Kastora. Taka atrybucja zmienia również datowanie 
typu HGC 7, 776, który mógł być bity między 44 a 40 r. p.n.e.

SŁOWA KLUCZOWE: Galacja, Deiotaros, Kastor, nominały brązowe

DOI: 10.52800 ajst.1.18.a3
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In November 45 BC, Cicero delivered his last speech during Caesar’s lifetime, 
which is also the very last defense speech that he gave. These two facts alone 
make Pro rege Deiotaro a priceless monument of Roman literature and a unique 
historical source. However, the circumstances of its delivery were also exceptional, 
as Deiotarus’ case was heard before Caesar in his home and since the king, loyal to 
Pompey to the end, was accused of plotting against Caesar’s life, the Dictator was 
the aggrieved party and the judge at the same time.1

We know quite a lot about the king as the defendant in this case. Deiotarus was 
one of the three surviving Galatian chieftains after Mithridates’ VI slaughter of the 
Galatian elite organized by Mithridates VI of Pontus at Pergamon in 86 BC. He 
began his career as tetrarch (leader) of the Tolistobogii tribe, and as B. Kahl observes: 
“With remarkable shrewdness, prowess, and brutality, he managed in the next four 
decades to become the sole ruler of all Galatian tribes and an indispensable pillar 
of Roman rule, similar to the Pergamones earlier. Rome gradually built him into 
a client ruler and finally granted him the official title of king in 59 BC. Twelve years 
later, in 47 BC, he had all Galatian tribal territory under his authority.”2 Deiotarus 
primarily owed his rise to power to Pompey, to whom he remained loyal until his 
defeat at Pharsalus where he “was represented by a force of 600 cavalry, twice as 
large as the contribution of the rulers of the Tectosages, Castor and Domnilaus.”3 
The Castor mentioned here is Castor Tarcondarius, one of the three tetrarchs of 
Galatia appointed by Pompey, and son-in-law of Deiotarus. After Pharsalus, the 
latter was deprived of part of his dominions by the victorious Caesar in 47 BC. As 
Cicero assures us, it was known that Ceasar was angry with Deiotarus (Deiot.  8: 
“iratum te regi Deiotaro fuisse non erant nescii”). Deiotarus’ grandson Castor, son of 
Castor Tarcondarius, took advantage of this and accused his grandfather of plotting 
against Caesar’s life when he had hosted the Dictator upon his return from Pontus in 
47 BC. However, the young Castor was probably acting here in the interests of his 
father, who saw an opportunity in Caesar’s victory to expand his power in Galatia. 
Despite hearing Cicero’s excellent defense speech, Caesar did not make, or at least 
did not issue, a decision in the case of the Galatian king.4 Both Cicero, who defended 
Deiotarus, and the Caesarian author of the Bellum Alexandrinum,5 who was rather 
hostile to him, unanimously emphasized the old king’s characteristic “prudentia,” 

1   See GOTOFF 1993: xxxvii–xxxviii.
2   KAHL 2010: 175. SYME 1995: 129, however, draws attention to the funerary inscription of Deiotarus’ 

discovered in the tumulus at Karalar, which proves that the Galatian king did not acquire the tetrarchy of the 
Tectosages before the year 43 BC. 

3   SYME 1995: 133.
4   See Ibidem: 134.
5   See Cicero, Deiot. 16: “quis consideratior illo, quis tectior, quis prudentior?” and Bell. Alex. 68, 1: “quod 

homo tantae prudentiae scire potuisset”.
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understood not as “knowledge” but rather as “sagacity” or “(political) intelligence.” 
This political cleverness, but also probably a bribe, not only led Antony to approve 
Deiotarus’ rule overt the territory of which he had been deprived after Caesar’s 
death, but also to issue a decree assigning the tribe of Tokmoi (Lat. Trocmi) to him. 
Strengthened by this, the old king occupied the capital of the Tectosages tetrarchy 
and killed Castor Tarcondarius and his wife. In 43 or 42 BC, when Caesarians on 
one side and Brutus and Cassius on the other were preparing for the final clash in the 
civil war and had no ability to intervene in Galatian affairs, Deiotarus finally took 
possession of all Galatia before dying in 40 BC.6 Strabo, who wrote his Geographica 
only a few decades later, claims that Deiotarus was succeeded by Amyntas (12. 5.1), 
son of Brogitarus and a daughter of Deiotarus. He inherited the title of tetrarch of 
his tribe after the death of his father in ca. 50 BC. Ten years later, Antony granted 
him a kingdom composed of parts of Pisidia and Phrygia, and in 37/6 BC made him 
king of Galatia.7 

Such a succession seems to be reflected in the coinage of the Galatian client 
kings. Indeed, not counting the unique tetradrachm of Brogitarus, son-in-law of 
Deiotarus and from 59/58 BC the second king of Galatia,8 only the coins of Amyntas 
are attested after the bronze coin issues of Deiotarus. O.D. Hoover distinguishes two 
bronze denominations struck by Deiotarus: the larger denomination A (20–24 mm, 
10.09–12.99 g – types 773 and 774) and the smaller denomination C (15–18 mm, 
4.33–6.94 g – types 775 and 776). Only one type (HGC 7, 774 = SNG France 3, 
2333–2335) has a full reverse legend with the king’s name and title: ΒΑΣΙΛΕΩΣ 
/ ΔΗΙΟΤΑΡOY. Hoover considers this type to be the latest, minted after he was 
recognized as king by the Senate in 59/8 BC. While the Greek monogram of 
Deiotarus’ name without the royal title, present on the reverses of the other three 
types (HGC 7, 773, 775 and 776) “seems to indicate production while he was still 
tetrarch.”9 Of these, there are more known specimens of the smaller denomination 
(C),10 both with the laureate head of Zeus to right on the obverse: type HGC 7, 775 with 
an eagle with spread wings, standing left on thunderbolt, head reversed, Deiotarus’ 
monogram to the left (Fig. 1) and type HGC 7, 776 with a large monogram and 

6   See SYME 1995: 134–135.
7   See Appian, BC 5, 75 and P. von Rohden in: RE 1894: 2007–2008 (Amyntas 21).
8   See HOOVER 2012: 288–289 and SNG France 3, 2336.
9   HOOVER 2012: 286.
10   At least 53 specimens of the type 775 and 32 of the type 776 have appeared in commerce in the past 10 years 

alone: https://www.acsearch.info/search.html?term=Deiotaros+6100&category=1-2&lot=&date_from=&date_
to=&thesaurus=1&images=1&en=1&de=1&fr=1&it=1&es=1&ot=1&currency=usd&order=0 (accessed on 
22 December 2023) and https://www.acsearch.info/search.html?term=Deiotaros+6101&category=1-2&lot=&date_
from=&date_to=&thesaurus=1&images=1&en=1&de=1&fr=1&it=1&es=1&ot=1&currency=usd&order=0 
(accessed on 22 December 2023).
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Galatian (Celtic) thureos shield (Fig. 2). According to Hoover, these types were 
struck in Pessinus between ca. 63/2–59/8 BC.11 

This chronology seems logical, since the monogram of Amyntas’ name is 
preceded on the reverses of his bronze coins (HGC 7, 779 and 784)12 by a B, 
which, according to tradition dating back to Alexander III the Great, is believed 
to be an abbreviation of the Greek Β(ασιλέως). However, such a reconstruction of 
the chronology of the coinage of Galatia as a client kingdom (63–25 BC) may be 
shattered by the find of a bronze coin with a monogram of the name Castor in the 
Greek genitive (KAΣΤOPOΣ) in a set of 100 coins sold on November 15, 2022 
at auction by Auktionshaus Ulrich Felzmann GmbH & Co. KG (lot 84). This coin 
(Fig. 3) shows a clear parallel to the type HGC 7, 776 in the Hoover catalog:

Diameter: 18/16.5 mm, 4.00 g
Obv.: laureate head of Zeus to right
Rev.: Thureos shield, carnyx and monogram [KAΣΤOPOΣ]

The reading of the monogram on the reverse of this hitherto unpublished coin 
as the genitive of the name Castor (Gr. Kάστωρ) seems to be certain (Fig. 4).13 
The key question seems to be whether it was minted for Castor Tarcondarius after 
Pompey granted him the tetrarchy of the Tectosagetes in 63/2 BC, when he might 
have hoped to elevate him (like his father-in-law and Brogitarus) to the rank of king, 
or whether it is the coin of his son, Deiotarus’ direct accuser in the famous trial in 
front of Caesar in November 45 BC. The first possibility may be supported by the 
lack of a royal title and a kind of competition for Celtic symbols, because between 
the threos shield and the monogram is a carnyx – a typically Celtic wind instrument, 
mainly attested in the 1st century BC on Roman denarii.14 Such an interpretation, 
however, is weakened by the fact that Castor Tarcondarius, as suggested in Caesar’s 
De bello civili (3. 4, 5), probably shared his power with Domnilaus, or ruled only 
one of two separate divisions of the Tectosagian territory.15 Moreover, the style of the 
coins is very close to bronzes with the monogram of Deiotarus struck in Pessinus, 
which was situated in his domain. Because of the conflicting ambitions of the two 
tetrarchs, it is somewhat difficult to assume that the more powerful father-in-law 
made his engravers available to his son-in-law so that the latter could emphasize his 

11   See also NEWELL 1934: 9–10.
12   See HOOVER 2012: 292–293.
13   See also Fig. 5 with the monogram of Deiotarus.
14   It was a particularly popular motif in the early forties of the 1st century BC. See RRC 437/4 448/3, 450/1, 

452/2 and 468/2.
15   Cf. SYME 1995: 130.
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status through coins. If we want to maintain the traditional chronology of Deiotarus’ 
smaller bronze coinage, the monogram on the Galatian coin published here for the 
first time can also be read as ΒΡΟΓΙΤΑΡΟΥ. Such a reading, however, assumes 
a B shape that is unusual in Greek monograms,16 but it may be supported by the 
analogous representation of the head of Zeus on the only known type of Brogitarus’ 
coins, the tetradrachm HGC 7, 777, with the small bronze denominations of Deiotarus 
and the “Castor” monogram. The correspondence is apparent, however, because the 
tetradrachm minted by Brogitarus according to the Cystophoric standard, popular 
throughout western Asia Minor, is a piece of money that appears to have been intended 
for external use whether as a means of payment or rather, due to its rarity, a token of 
prestige – a confirmation of the issuer’s royal authority. The small bronzes bearing 
only a monogram were more likely to be used in Galatia for small transactions. 
Since types HGC 7, 775–776 and the new one represent small bronze denominations 
aimed at the local market, we must assert that we do not know to what extent the 
Greek title βασιλεύς was relevant for the Gallic recipients of these coins. 

Therefore, it is worth to consider departing from Hoover’s chronology and to 
identify the type HGC 7, 776 as the latest of the Deiotarus’ coins, minted by 40 BC.17 
The most plausible dating for an issue of this type seems to be the period between 
April 44, when Antony’s decree extending the power of Deiotarus was issued, and 
the king’s death in 40 BC.18 This is also supported by the stylistic analogy of Zeus’ 
head on the obverse of the same AE denominations minted in Cremna during the 
reign of Amyntas SNG France 3, 1014–47 = RPC I 3519 (Fig. 6). Then the new 
issue with Castor’s monogram would refer to Castor, son of Tarcondarius, to whom, 
as Cassius Dio testifies (48. 33, 5), the triumvirs granted the domains of Deiotarus 
and Attalus, king of Paphlagonia, “who have both died in Galatia”19 in 40 BC. 
While a coinage rivalry between tetrarchs Deiotarus and Castor Tarcondarius or 
Brogitarus cannot be completely excluded, this seems a less likely hypothesis than 
the fact that the younger Castor took over the mint in Pessinus and continued to 
produce small bronze denominations already with his monogram and an additional 
carnyx. Although Castor reigned for a much shorter period than his predecessor, 
only about four years (40–36 BC), it seems that as king of Galatia and Paphlagonia 

16   Cf. monograms of Polemo I as king of Bosporos (ca. 37–8 BC) on his coins HGC 7, 344–350.
17   The HGC 7, 774 type with a noticeably larger diameter with the full name and royal title of Deiotarus 

may have been minted in parallel at a different (probably Phrygian) mint. 
18   The type HGC 7, 775 appears to be slightly earlier due to the marginally higher weight of known 

specimens (see for instance Savoca Numismatik, 8th Blue Auction (14.07.2018), 481 – 7.09 g and 124th Silver 
Auction (23.01.2022), 175 – 7.49 g; Numismatik Naumann, auction 75 (03.03.2019), 249 – 6.80 g), but it did not 
necessarily have to have been minted before Deiotarus obtained the royal title.

19   Cassius Dio, 48. 33, 5: “Κάστορί τέ τινι ἥ τε τοῦ ᾽Αττάλου καὶ Δηιοτάρου ἀρχὴ ἐν τῇ Γαλατίᾳ 
τελευτησάντων ἐδόθη”.
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he should have left some trace in the coinage as well. That trace seems to be the 
coin just described above.

ABBREVIATIONS
HGC 7 = O.D. HOOVER, Handbook of Coins of Northern and Central Anatolia: Pontos, 
Paphlagonia, Bithynia, Phrygia, Galatia, Lykaonia, and Kappadokia (with Kolchis and the 
Kimmerian Bosporos): Fifth to First Centuries BC, Lancaster–London 2012.
RE 1894 = G. WISSOWA (ed.), Paulys Real-Encyclopädie der classischen Altertumswissenschaft, 
vol. I.2: Alexandros–Apollokrates, Stuttgart 1894.
RPC I = A. BURNETT, M. AMANDRY and P.P. RIPOLLÈS, Roman Provincial Coinage, vol. I: 
From the Death of Caesar to the Death of Vitellius (44 BC–AD 69), London–Paris 1992 (online: 
https://rpc.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/; accessed on 22 December 2023).
RRC = M.H. CRAWFORD, Roman Republican Coinage, vols. 1–2, Cambridge 2001.
SNG France 3 = P. WEISS and E. LEVANTE (eds.), Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum: France 3: 
Cabinet des Médailles: Pamphylie, Pisidie, Lycaonie, Galatie, Zürich 1994.
SNG von Aulock = H. von AULOCK (ed.), Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum: Deutschland, 
Sammlung Hans von Aulock 3: Pisidia, Lycaonia, Cilicia, Galatia, Cappadocia, Cyprus, Imperial 
Cistophori, Posthumous Lysimachus, Alexander Tetradrachms, Berlin 1964.
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PLATE 1		�  Fig. 1. Galatia, Deiotarus, as tetrarch, 63/2–40 BC (bronze, 18 mm, 5.54 g, 12 h).  
Obv.: laureate head of Zeus to right. Rev.: eagle, with spread wings and head turned back 
to right, standing left on a thunderbolt; in field to left, monogram. HGC 7, 775; SNG von 
Aulock 6099–6100
Photo: Nomos, Obolos Web Auction 13 (02.07.2019), 419
Fig. 2. Galatia, Deiotarus, 44–40 BC (bronze, 16 mm, 4.83 g, 12 h). Obv.: laureate head 
of Zeus to right. Rev.: Galatian shield and monogram [ΔΗΙΟΤΑΡ(ου)]. HGC 7, 776; SNG 
France 3, 2332; SNG von Aulock 6101
Photo: Nomos, Obolos Web Auction 11 (08.12.2018), 342
Fig. 3. Galatia, Castor, 40–36 BC (bronze, 18 mm, 4.00 g, 11 h). Obv.: laureate head of 
Zeus to right. Rev.: Galatian shield, carnyx and monogram [(KΑΣΤΟΡ(ος)]. HGC 7 –; SNG 
France 3 –, SNG von Aulock – 
Photo: B. Awianowicz
Fig. 4. Reading of the monogram of the name Κάστωρ in gen.: KΑΣΤΟΡΟΣ
Fig. 5. Reading of the monogram of the name Δειόταρος in gen.: ΔΗΙΟΤΑΡOY
Fig. 6. Pisidia, pseudo-autonomous issue of Amyntas, dated CY 6 = 27/26 BC (bronze, 
15 mm, 2.63 g). Obv.: laureate head of Zeus to right. Rev.: ς / K, winged thunderbolt sideways. 
SNG France 3, 1483–4; RPC I 3519
Photo: Numismatik Naumann, auction 42 (03.04.2016), 308
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