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Elżbieta Hutten-Czapska née Meyendorff (1833–1916), author I. Makarov, 1880
Elżbieta Hutten-Czapska z domu Meyendorff (1833–1916), autor I. Makarow, 1880



Szanowni Państwo,

oddajemy w Państwa ręce tom XVIII Notae Numismaticae – Zapisków Numizmatycz-
nych. Zgodnie z przyjętymi przez nas zasadami wszystkie teksty publikujemy w językach 
kongresowych, z angielskimi i polskimi abstraktami. Zawartość obecnego tomu oraz tomy 
archiwalne są zamieszczone w formie plików PDF na stronie internetowej Muzeum Na-
rodowego w Krakowie (https://mnk.pl/notae-numismaticae-zapiski numizmtyczne-1). Na 
stronie dostępne są ponadto wszelkie informacje ogólne o czasopiśmie oraz instrukcje dla 
autorów i recenzentów.

W roku 2023 przypada 120. rocznica Daru Rodziny Czapskich. Jego autorką była Elż-
bieta Hutten-Czapska z domu Meyendorff (1833–1916) i jej synowie Jerzy (1861–1930) 
i Karol (1860–1904) Hutten-Czapscy. Dar hrabiego Emeryka Hutten Czapskiego (1828– 
–1896), obejmujący znakomitą kolekcję numizmatów polskich i z Polską związanych oraz 
zaprojektowany według jego życzeń i dokończony przez wdowę pawilon muzealny, złożo-
ny na rzecz Gminy Miasta Kraków, czyli de facto Narodu Polskiego, miał olbrzymie zna-
czenie nie tylko dla jakości kolekcji numizmatycznej Muzeum Narodowego w Krakowie, 
ale także dla rozwoju całościowo pojmowanej numizmatyki polskiej. Ponad 11 tysięcy pol-
skich monet, medali i pieniędzy papierowych, wśród nich wiele unikatów lub rzadkości, 
stanowiło, stanowi i będzie stanowić podstawę dla organizowanych przez Muzeum wystaw, 
dla edukacji numizmatycznej i ekonomicznej szerokich rzesz publiczności i wreszcie dla 
badań naukowych nad różnymi zagadnieniami z zakresu numizmatyki polskiej i nie tylko. 
Nie należy również zapominać o społecznym znaczeniu Daru Rodziny Czapskich. Poczy-
nając od 1903 roku, do dziś całe pokolenia zainspirowanych nim darczyńców wzbogacały 
i wzbogacają kolekcję numizmatyczną Muzeum Narodowego w Krakowie w pragnieniu 
nawiązania do czynu Czapskich czy też chęci uzupełnienia muzealnych zbiorów o obiekty, 
których hrabia nie posiadał. Zapatrzeni w jakość zbioru zbudowanego przez Emeryka Hut-
ten-Czapskiego nie możemy jednak zapomnieć o rzeczywistej ofiarodawczyni, wdowie po 
kolekcjonerze – Elżbiecie. Bez niej i jej decyzji fantastyczna, unikatowa kolekcja zapew-
ne uległaby rozproszeniu, jak wiele innych zbiorów, a w każdym razie nie byłaby dostęp-
na dla wszystkich zainteresowanych polską i światową numizmatyką. Dzięki jej decyzji 
o ofiarowaniu zbiorów męża Narodowi możemy dzisiaj podziwiać zbiory hrabiego w Mu-
zeum jego imienia przy ulicy Marszałka Józefa Piłsudskiego 12 w Krakowie. Elżbieta po-
przez dar realizowała plan zachowania kolekcjonerskiego dziedzictwa męża. Wspierała go 
zresztą w jego pasji już wcześniej. Pomagała mu przy pracach nad zbiorem, wykonując pre-
cyzyjne rysunki monet i medali. Pamięci hrabiny Elżbiety Hutten-Czapskiej pragniemy za-
dedykować obecny tom naszego czasopisma. 

Redakcja



Dear Readers,

We are delighted to present you with volume 18 of Notae Numismaticae – Zapiski 
Numizmatyczne. As is our policy, we publish all texts in the congress languages, with 
English and Polish abstracts. The contents of the current volume and archive numbers are 
available as PDF files on the website of the National Museum in Krakow (https://mnk.
pl/notae-numismaticae-zapiski numizmatyczne-1). The website also provides all general 
information about the journal, along with guidelines for authors and reviewers.

The year 2023 marked the 120th anniversary of the Czapski Family Donation. The 
donation was made by Elżbieta Hutten-Czapska, née Meyendorff (1833–1916), and her sons 
Jerzy (1861–1930) and Karol Hutten-Czapski (1860–1904), and comprised Count Emeric 
Hutten Czapski’s (1828–1896) magnificent collection of numismatic items from Poland and 
connected with Poland, as well as a museum pavilion designed according to his wishes and 
completed by his widow. It was given to the Municipal Commune of Krakow, i.e. de facto to 
the Polish Nation, and was of enormous significance not only for the numismatic collection 
of the National Museum in Krakow, but also for the development of Polish numismatics in 
general. Including many rare and unique pieces, the more than 11,000 Polish coins, medals, 
and paper money that comprise the collection have been, and will continue to be, the basis 
for exhibitions organised by the Museum for the numismatic and economic education of the 
general public, as well as research into various problems in Polish numismatics and beyond. 
The social significance of the Czapski Family Donation should not be forgotten either. Since 
1903, generations of donors inspired by this act have contributed to the enrichment of the 
numismatic collection of the National Museum in Krakow in their desire to follow in the 
footsteps of the Czapski family or to supplement the museum’s holdings with objects that 
the Count did not have. While admiring the quality of the collection assembled by Emeryk 
Hutten-Czapski, however, we cannot forget the actual donor, his widow Elżbieta. Without her 
and her decision, this fantastic, unique collection would probably have been dispersed, like 
many other collections, and in any case would not have been accessible to all those interested 
in Polish and world numismatics. Thanks to her decision to donate her husband’s holdings 
to the nation, today we can admire the Count’s collection in the eponymous museum at 12 
Marszałka Józefa Piłsudskiego Street in Krakow. Through the donation, Elżbieta pursued 
a plan to preserve her husband’s collecting heritage. In fact, she had already supported her 
husband in his passion previously, assisting him in his work on the collection by making 
precise drawings of coins and medals. We would like to dedicate the present volume of our 
journal to the memory of Countess Elżbieta Hutten-Czapska.

The Editors
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Wilhelm Müseler – In Memory  
of a Numismatic ἄωρος

The ancient world often spoke of ἄωροι, i.e. “untimely (deceased)”, referring 
in particular to παῖδες ἄωροι, as can be read in the well-known book by Anne-Marie 
Vérilhac. Wilhelm Müseler, who passed away on 20 February 2023, did not die at 
a young age. He lived to the age over 70, which is not an enormously old age by 
today’s standards. 

For his family and friends, his death is too early for emotional reasons. I still 
remember so well how I dined together with the gourmet Wilhelm at the International 
Numismatic Congress in Warsaw on three evenings and how the stoic Wilhelm said 
goodbye to me a few months later, shortly before his death, in a state of complete 
composure. At first, I couldn’t quite understand his farewell call and thought that 
Wilhelm was about to embark on a long journey – a trip around the world, for 
example. It only became clear to me in the course of the conversation that he was 
about to embark on his last journey. He was suffering from an incurable illness. 
A Greek philosopher could not have dealt with this cruel fate better and with more 
dignity than he did. His death came totally untimely for me, because my friendship 
with Wilhelm, especially his unvarnished clarity and distinctive personality, which 
was rooted in a deep, but unsentimental humanity, always meant a lot to me and 
because we wanted to realise a number of scientific projects together.

Wilhelm’s death came very untimely for numismatic science, and it is precisely 
from this point of view too that he is an ἄωρος, a man who passed away too soon. 
His dedicated commitment to the Peus auction house in Frankfurt left him little time 
for academic research work until 2016. During these years, however, he produced 
such valuable works as his essay “Die sogenannten dunklen Jahrhunderte der Persis: 
Anmerkungen zu einem lange vernachlässigten Thema”, Jahrbuch für Numismatik 
und Geldgeschichte 55–56 (2005–2006): 75–103. In 2008, this work resulted in the 

Wilhelm Müseler (1952–2023)  
Photo by Johannes Nollé

DOI: 10.52800/ajst.1.18.n1
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exhibition catalogue Statthalter, Rebellen, Könige: die Münzen aus Persepolis von 
Alexander dem Grossen zu den Sasaniden in collaboration with the former director 
of the Staatlichen Münzsammlung Dieter Klose. In 2015, his essay on “Tarsos und 
die Anabasis des jüngeren Kyros. Persische Militärprägungen in Kilikien und der 
Levante zwischen dem späten 5. und frühen 4. Jahrhundert v. Chr.”, Jahrbuch für 
Numismatik und Geldgeschichte 65 (2015): 9–30, was published. After Wilhelm 
ended his service for the Peus auction house in Frankfurt in 2016 and went into 
so-called retirement, he began to work on another previously neglected area of 
numismatics with youthful energy: Lycia. His research in this field is fundamental. 
Wilhelm knew how difficult it was to gain even a reasonably solid overview of 
the coinage of the Lycian dynasts. The Greek historical sources on this then still 
secluded country are meagre, the texts in Lycian are still not comprehensible to us 
down to the last detail, so that the coins are important contemporary testimonies. 
However, they are not easy to categorise both chronologically and in terms of their 
coin authorities. Another difficulty is to interpret them with iconological precision. 
It is thanks to Wilhelm’s courage that he nevertheless attempted something like an 
overview. His book Lykische Münzen in europäischen Privatsammlungen (Gephyra 
Monographien 4), İstanbul 2016, has remained the fundamental book for the study 
of the coins of the Lycian dynasts to this day. Wilhelm has told me several times that it 
is not and cannot be the last word on the Lycian coins of this period and that he is still 
working on further clarifications. His essays “Kheriga and Kherẽi in Central Lycia and 
in the Xanthos Valley: The Rise of a Migrant Dynasty”, Schweizerische Numismatische 
Rundschau 98 (2020): 57–84; “Der Dynast Kuprlli und seine Zeitgenossen: Rivalität 
und Kooperation im subachaemendisichen Lykien”, Jahrbuch für Numismatik und 
Geldgeschichte 71 (2021): 25–116; “Beyond the Xanthos Valley III: Notes on the 
Coinages of Thibãnuwã and of Khinakha from Central-Lycia and on the Transfer of 
Pictorial Elements Between Different Mints”, Gephyra 25 (2023): 17–27, make his 
own understanding of the work he did clear, but also how painful it is for numismatic 
research in this field that death has taken the pen out of his hand.

Even with what he had achieved, Wilhelm was able to fulfil the words of Horace 
(Carm. III 30, 1): “exegi monumentum aere perennius ... | non omnis moriar multaque 
pars mei | vitabit Libitinam / I have finished a monument more lasting than bronze 
... I shall not altogether die, but a mighty part of me shall escape the death-goddess”. 
He will certainly be remembered with great respect in numismatic science.

Author’s address:

Johannes Nollé 
Fritz Rudolf Künker GmbH & Co. KG
Nobbenburger Str. 4A, 49076 Osnabrück
nolle@gmx.net




