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Szanowni Panstwo,

oddajemy w Panstwa rece tom XVIII Notae Numismaticae — Zapiskow Numizmatycz-
nych. Zgodnie z przyjetymi przez nas zasadami wszystkie teksty publikujemy w jezykach
kongresowych, z angielskimi i polskimi abstraktami. Zawarto$¢ obecnego tomu oraz tomy
archiwalne sg zamieszczone w formie plikow PDF na stronie internetowej Muzeum Na-
rodowego w Krakowie (https://mnk.pl/notac-numismaticae-zapiski numizmtyczne-1). Na
stronie dostgpne sa ponadto wszelkie informacje ogdlne o czasopi$mie oraz instrukcje dla
autoréw 1 recenzentow.

W roku 2023 przypada 120. rocznica Daru Rodziny Czapskich. Jego autorka byta Elz-
bieta Hutten-Czapska z domu Meyendorff (1833-1916) i jej synowie Jerzy (1861-1930)
i Karol (1860-1904) Hutten-Czapscy. Dar hrabiego Emeryka Hutten Czapskiego (1828—
—1896), obejmujacy znakomitg kolekcje numizmatow polskich i z Polska zwigzanych oraz
zaprojektowany wedhug jego zyczen i dokonczony przez wdowe pawilon muzealny, ztozo-
ny na rzecz Gminy Miasta Krakow, czyli de facto Narodu Polskiego, miat olbrzymie zna-
czenie nie tylko dla jakosci kolekcji numizmatycznej Muzeum Narodowego w Krakowie,
ale takze dla rozwoju catosciowo pojmowanej numizmatyki polskiej. Ponad 11 tysigcy pol-
skich monet, medali i pienigdzy papierowych, wérod nich wiele unikatow lub rzadkosci,
stanowito, stanowi i bedzie stanowi¢ podstawe dla organizowanych przez Muzeum wystaw,
dla edukacji numizmatycznej i ekonomicznej szerokich rzesz publicznosci i wreszcie dla
badan naukowych nad ré6znymi zagadnieniami z zakresu numizmatyki polskiej i nie tylko.
Nie nalezy rowniez zapominac o spotecznym znaczeniu Daru Rodziny Czapskich. Poczy-
najac od 1903 roku, do dzis$ cate pokolenia zainspirowanych nim darczyncéw wzbogacaty
i wzbogacaja kolekcje numizmatycznag Muzeum Narodowego w Krakowie w pragnieniu
nawigzania do czynu Czapskich czy tez checi uzupetnienia muzealnych zbioréw o obiekty,
ktorych hrabia nie posiadat. Zapatrzeni w jako$¢ zbioru zbudowanego przez Emeryka Hut-
ten-Czapskiego nie mozemy jednak zapomnie¢ o rzeczywistej ofiarodawczyni, wdowie po
kolekcjonerze — Elzbiecie. Bez niej i jej decyzji fantastyczna, unikatowa kolekcja zapew-
ne ulegtaby rozproszeniu, jak wiele innych zbioréw, a w kazdym razie nie bytaby dostep-
na dla wszystkich zainteresowanych polska i §wiatowa numizmatyka. Dzigki jej decyzji
o ofiarowaniu zbior6w meza Narodowi mozemy dzisiaj podziwia¢ zbiory hrabiego w Mu-
zeum jego imienia przy ulicy Marszalka Jozefa Pitsudskiego 12 w Krakowie. Elzbieta po-
przez dar realizowata plan zachowania kolekcjonerskiego dziedzictwa m¢za. Wspierata go
zreszta w jego pasji juz wezesniej. Pomagata mu przy pracach nad zbiorem, wykonujac pre-
cyzyjne rysunki monet i medali. Pamieci hrabiny Elzbiety Hutten-Czapskiej pragniemy za-
dedykowac obecny tom naszego czasopisma.

Redakcja



Dear Readers,

We are delighted to present you with volume 18 of Notae Numismaticae — Zapiski
Numizmatyczne. As is our policy, we publish all texts in the congress languages, with
English and Polish abstracts. The contents of the current volume and archive numbers are
available as PDF files on the website of the National Museum in Krakow (https://mnk.
pl/notae-numismaticae-zapiski numizmatyczne-1). The website also provides all general
information about the journal, along with guidelines for authors and reviewers.

The year 2023 marked the 120" anniversary of the Czapski Family Donation. The
donation was made by Elzbieta Hutten-Czapska, née Meyendorft (1833—-1916), and her sons
Jerzy (1861-1930) and Karol Hutten-Czapski (1860—1904), and comprised Count Emeric
Hutten Czapski’s (1828—1896) magnificent collection of numismatic items from Poland and
connected with Poland, as well as a museum pavilion designed according to his wishes and
completed by his widow. It was given to the Municipal Commune of Krakow, i.e. de facto to
the Polish Nation, and was of enormous significance not only for the numismatic collection
of the National Museum in Krakow, but also for the development of Polish numismatics in
general. Including many rare and unique pieces, the more than 11,000 Polish coins, medals,
and paper money that comprise the collection have been, and will continue to be, the basis
for exhibitions organised by the Museum for the numismatic and economic education of the
general public, as well as research into various problems in Polish numismatics and beyond.
The social significance of the Czapski Family Donation should not be forgotten either. Since
1903, generations of donors inspired by this act have contributed to the enrichment of the
numismatic collection of the National Museum in Krakow in their desire to follow in the
footsteps of the Czapski family or to supplement the museum’s holdings with objects that
the Count did not have. While admiring the quality of the collection assembled by Emeryk
Hutten-Czapski, however, we cannot forget the actual donor, his widow Elzbieta. Without her
and her decision, this fantastic, unique collection would probably have been dispersed, like
many other collections, and in any case would not have been accessible to all those interested
in Polish and world numismatics. Thanks to her decision to donate her husband’s holdings
to the nation, today we can admire the Count’s collection in the eponymous museum at 12
Marszalka Jozefa Pitsudskiego Street in Krakow. Through the donation, Elzbieta pursued
a plan to preserve her husband’s collecting heritage. In fact, she had already supported her
husband in his passion previously, assisting him in his work on the collection by making
precise drawings of coins and medals. We would like to dedicate the present volume of our
journal to the memory of Countess Elzbieta Hutten-Czapska.

The Editors
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JEROME MAIRAT, MARGUERITE SPOERRI BUTCHER

with contributions by MICHEL AMANDRY, ROGER BLAND,

KEVIN BUTCHER, JACK NURPETLIAN, and ULRIKE PETER

Roman Provincial Coinage. Vol. VI1.2: From Gordian I to Gordian 111
(AD 238-244): All Provinces Except Asia. Part 1: Introduction and Catalogue.
Part 2: Indexes and Plates, British Museum Press, Bibliothéque Nationale,
London—Paris 2022, 747 pages, 252 plates, 8 maps; ISBN 978-0714118307

This volume of the Roman Provincial Coinage series deals with provincial
coins from the reigns of Gordian I and Gordian II (March—April 238), Pupienus
and Balbinus (April-July 238), and Gordian III (238-244). The first volume on
the coinage of this period was published in 2006 and presented coins from various
centres of the province of Asia.! This book comes as the second part, examining
coinages from the remaining provinces, from the Balkans to Mesopotamia, Syria,
Arabia and Egypt.

The RPC series is published as part of the international Roman Provincial
Coinage project, which aims to create a database of provincial coins minted in
individual cities during the Roman period. The first volume of the series, covering
the period of the Julio-Claudian dynasty, was published in 1992,3 with subsequent
volumes on the coinages of the Flavians, Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian, as well as several
emperors ruling between 238-244 and 249-254, published between 1999 and 2016.*
Coins of Antoninus Pius, Marcus Aurelius, Commodus and Philip I are currently
only available in the online database, while several more volumes on the time
of the Severans or the emperors ruling between 253 and 297 are in preparation.’
The series is based on coins from the most important and accessible collections
in the world (including the Ashmolean Museum, the American Numismatic
Society, the Bibliothéque Nationale de France, etc.), published material, and online
auctions.

! SPOERRI BUTCHER 2006.

2 Roman Provincial Coinage online: http://rpc.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/.

3 AMANDRY, BURNETT and RIPOLLES 1992.

4 AMANDRY, BURNETT and CARRADICE 1999; AMANDRY, BURNETT et AL. 2015; SPOERRI
BUTCHER 2006; MAIRAT and HOSTEIN 2016.

> Cf. https://rpc.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/volumes.
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The volume on the 238-244 coinage of provinces other than Asia consists of two
parts: introduction and catalogue, followed by indexes and plates with illustraions
of coins. Due to the subject matter covered, as well as the rules of the series, the
layout of the book is very similar to other volumes published to date.

The introduction is preceded by a foreword giving the key information on the
project and the collections analysed, followed by a brief presentation of the volume’s
authors and acknowledgements. There is also a list of abbreviations for collections
and bibliographies referenced in the catalogue.

The first chapter presents the historical background and major events of the
period with reference to the monetary situation in the various cities of the Roman
Empire (pp. 1-8). The year 238 was one of the more turbulent in the history of the
Roman Empire, and saw several emperors rising to power. Given the length of his
reign, the authors devote more attention to Gordian I11. The emperor’s expeditions
and possible visits to various centres may perhaps be reflected in the coins as
well. An interesting similarity between issues minted in Rome and Alexandria is
highlighted (p. 3). The historical background is only briefly sketched in the chapter,
with references to the most important literature on the period.®

The next chapter deals with portraits of emperors and their families on the
obverses of coins of individual cities, as well as the accompanying titles (pp. 9—16).
Gordian I was depicted on coins much more frequently than his son, Gordian II,
with Pupienus and Balbinus shown in similar quantities. For issues minted during
the reign of Gordian III, it was mainly the emperor who was shown on the obverses,
and later, after 241, also his wife Tranquillina (cf. Index 6.1). The authors compare
the frequency of women portraits on coins also for the period of Philip I and Trajan
Decius, this percentage not usually being large, never exceeding 20%. An exception
is the coins with the image of Gordian III’s wife minted in Egypt, where they
represent approx. 34%. Attention is drawn to the rarity or even absence of this image
on coins of the eastern provinces, such as Moesia Superior, Epirus and Achaea,
which is also true for other female portraits, such as Otacilia Severa, Herennia
Etruscilla and Salonina. The frequency of portraits of Gordian III and his wife in each
province is presented in a table. A separate analysis is devoted to the titles featuring
on the coins of each ruler (cf. Index 4). The general trends and forms regarding
Latin and Greek legends are briefly characterised, although the wide variation in
the lettering, even on coins of the same city, should be highlighted. The final part
of the chapter deals with the images themselves, with attention given to multiple
busts and original attributes. Double busts are not unusual on provincial coins.
However, it is worth noting the triple busts of Pupienus, Balbinus and Gordian III

¢ Cf. LORIOT 1975; HUTTNER 2008; HERMANN 2013.
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which only appear on coins of Miletus, Aegeae and Tarsus. Interestingly, some coins
feature busts of the emperor holding attributes such as an eagle-headed pugio, globe
or/and Nike, which seems “to echo the bronze medallions of Gordian III made in
Rome and celebrating (among others) the Adlocutio Augusti, and the preparation
of the expeditio Orientalis” (p. 15). As for the portraits of Tranquillina, obverses of
some coins minted in Macedonia, Lycia-Pamphylia and Cilicia feature an image
reminiscent of the busts from Roman antoniniani. However, on provincial coins the
crescent accompanying the portrait does not mark the denomination of the coin.

Chapter three analyses the other images and legends placed on the coins,
mainly related to local tradition and cult (pp. 17-25). Here there are no significant
changes in general pattern since the beginning of the 2™ century AD, with many
of the traditions repeated from earlier periods. Coins without imperial heads were
issued by centres in the Balkans and in the western part of Asia Minor, one of the
more popular portraits being the “Holy Senate”, occurring exclusively on coins of
the province of Asia. The accompanying legends were mainly in Greek, and those
in Latin contained a number of errors. For example, letter G was used instead of
a C (GOL, proper COL), an S instead of a G (AVS, proper AVG), and a C instead
of a Q (TRANCVLLINA, proper TRANQVLLINA). In the colonies of Mallus
and Tyre, bilingual legends also appeared on coins. In the latter town, Phoenician
letters were also included (p. 18). The authors also briefly characterise groups of
coins with civic titles, such as neocorate or metropolis, coins with the date of local
eras, regnal years, personal names and homonoia coins. The main iconographic
types of the reverse are also discussed, including personifications, gods, buildings
and games (pp. 23-25).

Chapter four deals with the production and circulation of coins in each province
(pp. 26—41). The section on production draws on statistics derived from the material
collected and presented in the form of tables. In the case of emperors ruling for
a few months, the number of coins from individual cities is actually very small. In
contrast, the bulk of the material collected in the volume are issues from the reign of
Gordian III. One of the problems when analysing provincial production is the often
small number of coins (even single specimens) for some of the mints compared to
huge numbers of coins from some very active centres. These disproportions are also
clear from the tables included in the chapter. At the very beginning, general lists
and the number of specimens for mints and imperial reigns are given, along with
the identified types. In the following subchapters, silver and bronze coins minted
in different regions are discussed. Only for a few cities do we have information
regarding more precise dates, tied to local eras or regnal years, which can be helpful
in analysing production. Such coins were issued in Pontus, Cilicia, Cappadocia or
Syria Phoenice. The main imperial mints during this period, producing coins mainly
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for military purposes, were Vimincaium in Moesia and Caesarea in Cappadocia.
Workshops and die-sharing in the 3™ century AD have already been the subject
of several analyses, mainly for the province of Asia.” The authors of the volume
managed to identify 43 die-links, some between cities from different provinces, such
as Mesambria (Thrace) and Odessus (Moesia Inferior), Caesarea Germanica, Cius,
Prusias ad Hypium (Bithynia and Pontus) and Alia (Asia) or Amastris (Bithynia)
and lonopolis (Pontus) (p. 35). The circulation of provincial coins from the period
is analysed separately for gold, silver and bronze coins. Regarding gold issues,
there are very few such finds, but among them are three hoards from the Balkans,
the Tarsus hoard and a hoard found in Alexandria (p. 38). Because in Gordian III’s
time silver coins were produced exclusively at the mints in Caesarea in Cappadocia,
Antioch in Syria, and Egypt, finds from these mints are discussed with reference
also to the circulation of imperial denarii and antoniniani. Despite their primarily
local circulation, bronze coins from the period are also found in many other centres,
perhaps due to later Gothic invasions. More than 500 provincial coins from Moesia,
Thrace and Macedonia minted in the time of Gordian III have been discovered in
the territory of present-day Ukraine.® The chapter closes with a brief discussion of
countermarks.

The final chapter of the introduction analyses the metrology and denominations
of coins minted in different centres (pp. 42-55). A classification according to
the applicable parameters, mainly the diameter of the coins, is proposed. The
denomination systems used in particular cities, especially for bronze coins, is still
one of the more problematic issues due to the large variation in diameter and weight.
Therefore, there are still many unanswered questions. The chapter first discusses
the silver coins minted in this period (at the mints already mentioned), giving silver
content where possible. Bronze coins are discussed with reference to one of the
primary publications regarding denominations minted in the 3™ century AD.’ Due
to the constantly growing body of data, and verification of some findings, earlier
views are not always consistent with currently accepted theories. Each province
is analysed separately, and the accompanying tables listing individual coins also
include information on the countermarks with value marks. Despite the coins of the
province of Asia having been analysed in a separate study (vol. VIL.1), the chapter
presents an abridged analysis of the system used in that province due to Siphnus
included in this volume. The conclusion part presents a general view of the monetary
systems in place in each city and trends in the occurrence of individual types and

7 Cf. KRAFT 1972; JOHNSTON 1982-1983; WATSON 2020.
8 MYZGIN 2018.
> JOHNSTON 2007.
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regional variations. The authors point out that a solution to the individual problems
“might only be provided by a more ‘longue durée’ approach”, which seems to be
the right and correct approach in this regard.

The discussion of the most important aspects is complemented by eight maps
with the boundaries of the provinces and the mints operating during the period
marked.

The catalogue is preceded by a word of introduction explaining its structure and
the designations used, followed by a list of provinces and cities issuing coins in the
years 238—-244. The catalogue lists 3895 types of provincial coins, approximately
27,994 pieces in total, from 128 centres. However, due to new coins appearing, the
online database already contains approx. 3920 types. Each province and mint are
accompanied by a brief description of the centre and the coins minted there, where
possible with the basic bibliography and the accepted views on particular aspects.

The second volume provides indexes of cities, the titles used and legends
in Latin and Greek, the names of members of imperial families, officials and
others, the types of images placed on the obverse and reverse, and countermarks.
The remainder of the volume features plates with illustrations of selected coins.
Given the limitations of the printed book in this respect, it is worth looking to
the project’s online database, where a larger selection of illustrations from various
collections or online auctions can be found, and where new coins are added on an
ongoing basis. In this context, it is worth emphasising the complementarity of the
paper version of the publication, where, as mentioned, various aspects of coinage
are discussed, and the online database, where information on new coins and coin
types are collected and, as far as possible, provided with illustrations.

Each successive volume of the Roman Provincial Coinage series brings a wealth
of information regarding the provincial coinage in a given period and, consequently,
provides a basis for further more detailed studies. It should be emphasised that the
individual volumes of the series are the first publications to so extensively collect
and discuss coin issues from different centres. Previous monographs and articles
analysed only selected aspects of provincial coinage or the activities of selected
mints. Despite the growing material and new coin emerging, especially at online
auctions, the data is updated as far as possible in the project database. However, there
are still several volumes of the series in preparation, which I am sure are eagerly
awaited by many scholars in the field.
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