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Szanowni Panstwo,

oddajemy w Panstwa rece tom XVIII Notae Numismaticae — Zapiskow Numizmatycz-
nych. Zgodnie z przyjetymi przez nas zasadami wszystkie teksty publikujemy w jezykach
kongresowych, z angielskimi i polskimi abstraktami. Zawarto$¢ obecnego tomu oraz tomy
archiwalne sg zamieszczone w formie plikow PDF na stronie internetowej Muzeum Na-
rodowego w Krakowie (https://mnk.pl/notac-numismaticae-zapiski numizmtyczne-1). Na
stronie dostgpne sa ponadto wszelkie informacje ogdlne o czasopi$mie oraz instrukcje dla
autoréw 1 recenzentow.

W roku 2023 przypada 120. rocznica Daru Rodziny Czapskich. Jego autorka byta Elz-
bieta Hutten-Czapska z domu Meyendorff (1833-1916) i jej synowie Jerzy (1861-1930)
i Karol (1860-1904) Hutten-Czapscy. Dar hrabiego Emeryka Hutten Czapskiego (1828—
—1896), obejmujacy znakomitg kolekcje numizmatow polskich i z Polska zwigzanych oraz
zaprojektowany wedhug jego zyczen i dokonczony przez wdowe pawilon muzealny, ztozo-
ny na rzecz Gminy Miasta Krakow, czyli de facto Narodu Polskiego, miat olbrzymie zna-
czenie nie tylko dla jakosci kolekcji numizmatycznej Muzeum Narodowego w Krakowie,
ale takze dla rozwoju catosciowo pojmowanej numizmatyki polskiej. Ponad 11 tysigcy pol-
skich monet, medali i pienigdzy papierowych, wérod nich wiele unikatow lub rzadkosci,
stanowito, stanowi i bedzie stanowi¢ podstawe dla organizowanych przez Muzeum wystaw,
dla edukacji numizmatycznej i ekonomicznej szerokich rzesz publicznosci i wreszcie dla
badan naukowych nad ré6znymi zagadnieniami z zakresu numizmatyki polskiej i nie tylko.
Nie nalezy rowniez zapominac o spotecznym znaczeniu Daru Rodziny Czapskich. Poczy-
najac od 1903 roku, do dzis$ cate pokolenia zainspirowanych nim darczyncéw wzbogacaty
i wzbogacaja kolekcje numizmatycznag Muzeum Narodowego w Krakowie w pragnieniu
nawigzania do czynu Czapskich czy tez checi uzupetnienia muzealnych zbioréw o obiekty,
ktorych hrabia nie posiadat. Zapatrzeni w jako$¢ zbioru zbudowanego przez Emeryka Hut-
ten-Czapskiego nie mozemy jednak zapomnie¢ o rzeczywistej ofiarodawczyni, wdowie po
kolekcjonerze — Elzbiecie. Bez niej i jej decyzji fantastyczna, unikatowa kolekcja zapew-
ne ulegtaby rozproszeniu, jak wiele innych zbioréw, a w kazdym razie nie bytaby dostep-
na dla wszystkich zainteresowanych polska i §wiatowa numizmatyka. Dzigki jej decyzji
o ofiarowaniu zbior6w meza Narodowi mozemy dzisiaj podziwia¢ zbiory hrabiego w Mu-
zeum jego imienia przy ulicy Marszalka Jozefa Pitsudskiego 12 w Krakowie. Elzbieta po-
przez dar realizowata plan zachowania kolekcjonerskiego dziedzictwa m¢za. Wspierata go
zreszta w jego pasji juz wezesniej. Pomagata mu przy pracach nad zbiorem, wykonujac pre-
cyzyjne rysunki monet i medali. Pamieci hrabiny Elzbiety Hutten-Czapskiej pragniemy za-
dedykowac obecny tom naszego czasopisma.

Redakcja



Dear Readers,

We are delighted to present you with volume 18 of Notae Numismaticae — Zapiski
Numizmatyczne. As is our policy, we publish all texts in the congress languages, with
English and Polish abstracts. The contents of the current volume and archive numbers are
available as PDF files on the website of the National Museum in Krakow (https://mnk.
pl/notae-numismaticae-zapiski numizmatyczne-1). The website also provides all general
information about the journal, along with guidelines for authors and reviewers.

The year 2023 marked the 120" anniversary of the Czapski Family Donation. The
donation was made by Elzbieta Hutten-Czapska, née Meyendorft (1833—-1916), and her sons
Jerzy (1861-1930) and Karol Hutten-Czapski (1860—1904), and comprised Count Emeric
Hutten Czapski’s (1828—1896) magnificent collection of numismatic items from Poland and
connected with Poland, as well as a museum pavilion designed according to his wishes and
completed by his widow. It was given to the Municipal Commune of Krakow, i.e. de facto to
the Polish Nation, and was of enormous significance not only for the numismatic collection
of the National Museum in Krakow, but also for the development of Polish numismatics in
general. Including many rare and unique pieces, the more than 11,000 Polish coins, medals,
and paper money that comprise the collection have been, and will continue to be, the basis
for exhibitions organised by the Museum for the numismatic and economic education of the
general public, as well as research into various problems in Polish numismatics and beyond.
The social significance of the Czapski Family Donation should not be forgotten either. Since
1903, generations of donors inspired by this act have contributed to the enrichment of the
numismatic collection of the National Museum in Krakow in their desire to follow in the
footsteps of the Czapski family or to supplement the museum’s holdings with objects that
the Count did not have. While admiring the quality of the collection assembled by Emeryk
Hutten-Czapski, however, we cannot forget the actual donor, his widow Elzbieta. Without her
and her decision, this fantastic, unique collection would probably have been dispersed, like
many other collections, and in any case would not have been accessible to all those interested
in Polish and world numismatics. Thanks to her decision to donate her husband’s holdings
to the nation, today we can admire the Count’s collection in the eponymous museum at 12
Marszalka Jozefa Pitsudskiego Street in Krakow. Through the donation, Elzbieta pursued
a plan to preserve her husband’s collecting heritage. In fact, she had already supported her
husband in his passion previously, assisting him in his work on the collection by making
precise drawings of coins and medals. We would like to dedicate the present volume of our
journal to the memory of Countess Elzbieta Hutten-Czapska.

The Editors
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A Copper Coin with the Princely Sign
of Olhovych (?) or Olherdovych (?)

ABSTRACT: The existence of copper exchange coins alongside silver ones in
the territory of Ukraine during the 12"-15™ centuries is of great interest. In the first
half of 2023, an unknown copper coin was found on the border between the Poltava
and Sumy regions in Ukraine. The X-ray diffraction method helped to determine
the alloy composition that corresponds in content to ancient metals, the basis of
which is copper without signs of tinning or silvering on the surface, identifying the
studied coin as a small exchange denomination. The detailed description of the coin
is given with a different transcription of the legend. We were able to clearly read
the part of the legend on the obverse as OJII'I, which also points to the Olhovych
or Olherdovych family. The search for analogies to the princely sign on the coin
led to the assumption that this coin belonged to the Principality of Chernihiv, was
issued by Princes Olhovych or Olherdovych, and was probably minted in the town
of Starodub in the 14" century and the denomination can probably assumed to be
a pul coin.

KEY WORDS: Principality of Chernihiv, 14"—15% centuries, unknown copper
ptl coin, X-ray diffraction, Princes Olhovych or Olherdovych, Starodub mint
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ABSTRAKT: Miedziana moneta z ksigzecym znakiem Olegowicza (?) lub
Olgierdowicza (?)

Obecnos¢ w okresie XII-XV wieku na terytorium Ukrainy, obok nominatéw
srebrnych, miedzianych monet zdawkowych jest interesujagcym zjawiskiem.
W pierwszej potowie 2023 roku na granicy obwodow pottawskiego i sumskiego
znaleziono nieznany wczes$niej typ monety miedzianej. Dzigki zastosowaniu
metody dyfrakcji rentgenowskiej okreslono sktad jej stopu jako odpowiadajacy
metalom dawnym, ktérych podstawa jest miedz bez §ladow cynowania i srebrzenia
na powierzchni. Tym samym zidentyfikowano badang monete jako maty nominat
zdawkowy. Przedstawiony w teks$cie opis monety zawiera inng transkrypcje le-
gendy. Na awersie udato nam si¢ wyraznie odczyta¢ fragment legendy jako OJIT'I,
ktory wskazuje na ro6d Olegowiczow lub Olgierdowiczow. Poszukiwanie analogii
do ksiazegcego znaku (tamgi) na monecie doprowadzito do wysunigcia hipotezy, ze
jest to moneta ksiestwa czernihowskiego, wybita przez ksigzat z rodu Olegowiczow
lub Olgierdowiczéw w XIV wieku, prawdopodobnie w Starodubie. Nominal mozna
zidentyfikowac najprawdopodobniej jako put.

SLOWA KLUCZOWE: ksiestwo czernihowskie, XIV-XV wiek, nieznany
miedziany put, dyfrakcja rentgenowska, Olegowicze lub Olgierdowicze, mennica
Starodub

INTRODUCTION

The existence of copper exchange coins alongside silver ones in the territory
of Ukraine during the 12"—15" centuries is of great interest. In addition to the mass
issue of copper piil coins in Ulus Juchi,! as well as the arrival of copper coins of the
Bulgarian kingdom on the territory of Ukraine,? copper exchange coins were also
known in this period in local minting at Lviv,® Belz,* Caffa,’ copper issues of the first
Giray khans of Crimea,® copper coins in Asprocastron’ and Kiliia.® Studying the
issue of identifying new mint centers on the territory of Ukraine is one of the most
relevant areas of numismatic research.’ In this article, we will make an attempt at
securing the attribution of a copper coin, suggesting that it belongs to the coinage
of princes from the Olhovych or Olherdovych dynasty.

BOIKO-GAGARIN and ZAYONCHKOVSKIY 2022.
BOIKO-GAGARIN 2016. Cf. GURULYOVA 2008.
KRYZHANIVSKYI 2007; IDEM 2006.
PASZKIEWICZ 2011-2012. Cf. IDEM 2014.
RETOVSKY 1906.

BOIKO-GAGARIN 2013.

ZRAZYUK 1999.

ZAJONCKOVSKIJ 2017.

KOTSUR 2013.
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A COPPER COIN WITH THE PRINCELY SIGN...

The coin in question was found on the border between the Poltava and Sumy
regions in the first half of 2023 (Fig. 1). The coin is covered on one side with a very
thick layer of beautiful green patina and weighs 0.48 grams with a diameter of 15 mm.

To determine the content of the metal alloy, we used X-ray diffraction, revealing
an almost identical composition of the surfaces of both sides of the coin. Composition
of the obverse surface: Fe — 0.597%; Ni — 0.09%; Cu — 90.793%; Zn — 1.607%;
As —0.5%; Ag — 0.213%; Sn — 1.89%; Sb — 0.331%; Pb — 3.976%. Composition
of the reverse surface: Fe — 0.506%; Cu — 90.762%; Zn — 1.43%; As — 0.593%;
Ag—0.262%; Sn—2.385%; Sb—0.396%; Pb —3.67%. The composition corresponds
in content to ancient metals, the basis of which is copper without signs of tinning
or silvering on the surface. Impurities contain a small amount of silver, which is
a natural component. This means that we are dealing with a copper exchange coin,
and not a credit coin'® or an artisanal forgery common at that time in monetary
circulation.!" We would remind the reader that the recently conducted studies of
the alloy content of the coins of the town of Belz!> made it possible to confirm the
attribution of these coins precisely as divisional, and not counterfeit or credit coins.

DESCRIPTION OF THE COIN

On the obverse there is a trident or tamga sign in a circular rim and a circular
inscription:

+THC JT I+.q L The middle of the inscription is read as OJIT'I (Olhovych?
Olherdovych?). The edge of the coin is decorated with a circular rim with notches.

On the only so far known coins of Princes Olherdovych — the Kyiv coins of
Volodymyr, all the legends are written in Cyrillic, therefore reading the inscription
on the object of this study as Cyrillic OJIT'T is possible, but of course the writing of
these inscriptions can also partly be an imitation of the legend, and on the reverse
side of the coin not inscriptions, but a pattern is present.

The reverse of the coin consists of the inscriptions, placed in three lines in several
semi-circular rims. V = [the sign resembles a tree branch] V, AITIAV, ITVVTL. The
inscriptions in the lower and upper lines are illegible. In the inner and outer rim of
the line there are signs, of which the most prominent are A L L. In the middle line
there are the signs A V 1, closer to the edge of LII V. A V L. The end of the legend
of the middle line resembles the Arabic date 871 of the lunar Hijra year 1466—1467.
—LITV —resembles a distorted “piil coin”? But the whole inscription can only be
an imitation of an Arabic legend.

1 DERGACIOVA and BOJKO-GAGARIN 2020.
' BOIKO-GAGARIN 2014.
2 SHEREMETYEV 2021.
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For a more accurate reading of the legend, new finds are needed, and we do not
rule out that by analyzing a larger number of coins, a clearer reading of the legend
and reconstruction of the ruler’s name and titles with new finds is possible.

COIN ATTRIBUTION

To date, it has not been possible to provide an accurate reading of the inscriptions.
Therefore, one should try to attribute the coin basing on the analysis of the obverse.
However, it is difficult to tie the sign of the trident as the dynastic emblem of the
owner, since this form of the trident — a blossoming cross — was popular in Ukraine
from the time of early Rus to the late Middle Ages. For example, we see them on
princely seals and rings of the 11%—12% centuries (Fig. 2), seals and coins of the
14" and 15™ centuries of the Seversky and Starodub princes, and their forms — on
property seals up to the 18™ century. What the word THC means cannot be deciphered
either since none of the princely families available in the fundamental monograph
by Voitovych are associated with this inscription.'?

A rather approximate execution of the family sign is similar to the that on the seal
of Yaroslav Vsevolodovych (1139/40-1198/9) (Fig. 3), a prince from the Olhovych
dynasty, son of the Grand Duke of Kyiv, Prince of Siversky and Chernihiv — Vsevolod
Olhovych (1094—1146) and the younger brother of the prince of Novgorod, Turovsky,
Volyn, Novgorod-Siversky, Chernihiv and the grand prince of Kyiv, Svyatoslav
Vsevolodovych (1123-1194).

Prince Yaroslav Vsevolodovych reigned in the separate principality of Ropsk
(now Stary Ropsk, Klimiv District, Bryansk Region) as part of the Chernihiv
Principality, which existed only during the years 1157-1160. From 1166, Yaroslav
Vsevolodovych was the prince of Starodub, and from 1180 — Chernihiv. During the
reign of Yaroslav Vsevolodovych, there were constant internecine wars between
the prince and other princes of the Olhovych dynasty, after 1194, with the death of
his brother, he became the head of the Olhovych family.

It can be assumed that the issue of the examined copper coins may belong
to Yaroslav Vsevolodovych, the reason for minting the coins could be the need to
support constant military campaigns, which can also explain the production of copper
coins, and not a high-quality silver one. We were able to read part of the legend on
the obverse as OJII'L, which also points to the Olhovych family.

The die applied to the coin also resembles the seal of Prince Rogvolod Vasyl
Borysovych of Polotsk (1158—1171), who had three sons, the princes of Drutsk
(Fig. 4). However, his grandchildren were outcasts, so their descendants could not
apply their family mark in the 14" century. The image of a trident or tamga on the

3 VOYTOVYCH 2006.



A COPPER COIN WITH THE PRINCELY SIGN...

studied coin is almost identical to the same images on seals found in Drutsk, Belarus,'
and they are dated to the second half of the 12" century. Meanwhile, V. Nosevych’s
article states that “Orthodox families” did not receive Polish coats of arms together
with the Lithuanian aristocracy in 1413, but many of them used ancient emblems that
actually served as coats of arms. It should be noted that the ancestral coat of arms
of the Drutskys is probably the result of the evolution of the so-called “trident” —
the ancient sign of the Rurikovychs. The variant of this sign, which was used by the
rulers of Drutsk, had a tall straight central tooth and rounded side ones. '’

That is, the use of the dynastic emblem in the form of such a trident could
be carried out at the end of 14" or the beginning of the 15" century. In addition,
the imitation of the Arabic inscription on the obverse could have determined that the
Duchy of Drutsk in the first half of the 14™ century was a Golden Horde vassal.
The inscription on the obverse, which indicated the involvement of the coin with the
Olgerdovychs, according to the sources,'® was that in 1388 the principality was
dependent on Koribut-Dmytro Olherdovych, and in 1380—1392 it was on the side
of Skirgailo-Kazimir Olherdovych, who at that time was the prince of Polotsk
and fought for the throne of the Grand Duke of Lithuania with Vytautas-Olexandr
Keistutovych.!”

Professor Borys Paszkiewicz, who dated the coin to the 14™ century, expressed
the opinion that the image of a trident or tamga on the obverse also resembles
a schematic image of a female portrait, compatible with the first issues of Lithuanian
coins of the MAGNA REGINA type (Fig. 5).'® The opinion in this direction is also
formed by the fact that the early Lithuanian coins of Vladislav Jagaila also had
a chaotic arrangement of letters and signs similar in execution to the field of the
coin (Fig. 6), while often the same illegible signs as on the studied coin.

As Professor Borys Paszkiewicz notes, this execution of the tamga is not only
characteristic of the coin issue of Starodub, but also of the upper part of the tamga
of Prince Volodymyr Olherdovych of Kyiv (Fig. 7) and is quite close to our coin.

The chaotic placement of letter imitations on the reverse of the coin is reminiscent
of the coin of the Principality of Novgorod-Seversk of Dmytro Olherdovych
Bryansky (1372-1379)." A similar princely sign is present on the coins, and the
image of the sword and family sign of the Olherdovychs in the form of a temple
building are also characteristic (Fig. 8).

4 HULETSKI, BOHUSH and KABAK 2021: 34, 43.
'S NOSEVICH 2000.

' VOYTOVYCH 2000.

7 CHEREMNYN 2013: 249-255.

'8 GULETSKY and PETRUNIN 2013: no. 2515A.

9 ZAYTSEV 2016: 41-55.
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Among the complex of early Lithuanian coins of Jagaila (1377-1381, 1382—
1392), Vytautas (1392—-1430) and Casimir Jagiellon (1440-1492), discovered near
Novogrodek, a rare silver coin attributed to the issue of the Principality of Novgorod-
Seversk, struck by Dmytro Korybut-Olherdovych ca. 1371/2—-1393 (Fig. 9). It
is noteworthy that the tamga, which is almost identical in execution to our coin, is
depicted with a sword hilt up. The researcher of this coin, Viktor Malezhyk, identified
the letters JI-I-O on the coin, which has a significant coincidence with the legend
of our coin with the inscription OJII'T.2

A similar general artistic style with a chaotic arrangement of letters and general
execution is also characteristic of the coin issue in Starodub during the reign of
Oleksandr Patrikevych (1386-1393) (Figs. 10-11).2!

The image inside the monogram of Yuri Svyatoslavych in the form of the letter
“Y” on coins minted in Smolensk has similar features (Fig. 12). During the reign
of Yuri Svyatoslavych before the conquest of Smolensk by the Lithuanian Grand
Duke Vytautas, 3 types of coins are known, the difference being the image inside
the monogram.?

Some similarity in the chaotic performance of hatched lines imitating letters
and signs, as well as elements similar to a tree and similar to the bottom line of
the reverse legend of our coin, can be traced on a rare silver coin published only
in the catalog of a numismatic auction held by Valery Nechitailo in 2011 (Fig. 13).23
At the time of the discovery of this specimen, most researchers expressed variations
regarding the interpretation of the image on the coin as being like a “fish”, Valery
Volodymyrovych himself identified it as belonging to the emission of the city of
Bratslav during the reign of Svidrigailo.

CONCLUSIONS

In the spring of 2023, the authors became aware of a previously unpublished
coin discovered on the border between the Poltava and Sumy regions. Based on the
results of measurements using an X-ray fluorescence analyzer, it was established
that the coin was made of copper without signs of silvering or tinning. The authors
have so far failed to achieve an accurate reading of the signs on the coin, except
for the confident writing of part of the OJII'T legend on the obverse, so attempts
at attribution are based on the search for analogies to the princely sign or tamga
present on the coin in the form of a blossoming cross placed in a circular linear rim.

2 MALEZHIK 2010.

21 ZAYTSEV 2010.

22 GULETSKY and PETRUNIN 2017: no. 6101B.
3 NECHITAILO 2011: no. 160A.
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A similar heraldic sign is known on seals as early as the 12" century. Later,
the ancestral sign on the studied coin underwent changes and has common features
with coins from the 14" century — Kyiv coins of Volodymyr Olherdovych, early
Lithuanian coins of Vladyslav Yagaila, as well as coins of the Smolensk principality
during the time of Yuri Svyatoslavovych.

Also, the sign is similar to the tamga of Dmytro Korybut-Olherdovych
ca. 1371/2-1393 years on the coins of the Principality of Novgorod-Seversk, and
coins of later issues of Starodub during the time of Alexander Petrikevych (1386—
1393), as well as the princes of Drutsk, who were dependent on some Olherdovychs.

The search for analogies to the princely sign on the coin led to the assumption
that this coin belonged to the Principality of Chernihiv, was issued by Princes
Olhovych or Olherdovych, and was probably minted in the town of Starodub in
the 14" century and the denomination can be probably assumed to be a pil coin.

A more accurate attribution and establishment of the area of circulation of this
coin still needs clarification, which will become possible by studying and recording
other similar finds. We would kindly ask readers to inform the authors if they are
aware of any such finds.
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PLATE 1

Fig. 1. A copper coin found on the border of the Poltava and Sumy regions. Principality
of Chernihiv, 14" century. AE pil coin (?) minted in Starodub issued by Princes Olhovych
or Olherdovych

Photo: Andrii Boiko-Haharin

Fig. 2. Seal of Prince Igor Vasylkovich of Galich and Terebovel (1139-1141)
Photo: courtesy of the Sheremetyev Museum

Fig. 3. Seal of Yaroslav Vsevolodovych (1139/40-1198/9)

Photo: courtesy of Sheremetyev Museum

Fig. 4. Trade seal with the dynastic emblem of Rogvolod Vasyl Borysovich of Polotsk
(1158-1171)

Photo: Dmitry Huletsky

Fig. 5. Grand Duchy of Lithuania, Vladyslav Jagailo, a coin with a female portrait
(IVANAUSKAS 2014: 4)

Photo: Eugenius Ivanauskas

Fig. 6. Grand Duchy of Lithuania, Vladislav II Jagailo (1386—1434), a coin, ca. 1387
Photo: Numisbalt. Auction 27. Auction date: 12 May 2023. Lot number: 823

Fig.7. U.S. Kyiv principality, Volodymyr Olherdovych (1362-1394), a coin, M.D. Kyiv
Photo: Roma Numismatics Ltd. E-Sale 113. Lot number: 1423

Fig. 8. The Principality of Novgorod-Seversk, coin of Dmytro Olherdovych Bryansky
(1372-1379)

Photo: Vasily Zaitsev

Fig. 9. The Principality of Novgorod-Seversk, Dmytro Korybut-Olherdovych (ca. 1371/2—
1393), silver coin

Photo: Victor Malezhyk

Fig. 10. Starodub, Oleksandr Patrikevich (1386—1393), a coin ca. 1386, imitation dang of
Ulus Juchi, silver

Photo: Katz Auctions. Auction 77. Lot number: 811

Fig. 11. Starodub, Oleksandr Patrikevich (1386—1393), a coin ca. 1386, imitation dang of
Ulus Juchi, silver

Photo: Katz Auctions. Auction 52. Lot number: 16

Fig. 12. Principality of Smolensk, Yurii Svyatoslavovych, a coin of 1401-1404
Photo: Dmitry Huletsky

Fig. 13. Bratslav (?), Svydrygailo Olherdovych (1432-1452), a coin

Photo: Valeriy Nechitailo
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