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Szanowni Panstwo,

oddajemy w Panstwa rece tom X1V Notae Numismaticae — Zapiskow Numizma-
tycznych. Zgodnie z przyjetymi przez nas zasadami wszystkie teksty publikujemy
w jezykach kongresowych, z angielskimi i polskimi abstraktami. Polskojezyczne
wersje tekstow odnoszacych si¢ w wigkszym stopniu do zainteresowan czytelnika
polskiego sa zamieszczone w formie plikow PDF na stronie internetowej Muzeum
Narodowego w Krakowie (https://mnk.pl/notae-numismaticae-zapiski-numizma-
tyczne-1). W podobny sposdb udostepniamy caly obecny tom oraz tomy archiwalne.
Na stronie internetowej dostepne sg ponadto wszelkie informacje ogolne o czaso-
pismie oraz instrukcje dla autorow i recenzentow.

11 czerwca 2019 r. w wieku 91 lat odszedt prof. dr hab. Stefan Skowronek
(1928-2019), nestor polskiej numizmatyki, wieloletni pracownik i kierownik Ga-
binetu Numizmatycznego Muzeum Narodowego w Krakowie, wybitny znawca
numizmatyki antycznej, wyktadowca i pracownik Uniwersytetu Pedagogicznego
w Krakowie, wyktadowca Uniwersytetu Jagiellonskiego, cztonek wielu towarzystw
i organizacji naukowych, w tym cztonek honorowy Sekcji Numizmatycznej Komi-
sji Archeologicznej Polskiej Akademii Nauk Oddziat w Krakowie.

Jego pamieci poswigcamy XIV tom Notae Numismaticae — Zapiskow Numi-
zmatycznych, czasopisma, ktore mocno wspierat jako autor i cztonek Komitetu
Naukowego.

Redakcja



Dear Readers,

It is with great pleasure that we present volume XIV of Notae Numismaticae —
Zapiski Numizmatyczne to you. In accordance with the principles that we have
adopted, our texts are published in the conference languages with English and
Polish abstracts. The Polish-language versions of the texts that are more relevant to
the interests of the Polish reader can be found as PDFs on the website of the National
Museum in Krakow (https://mnk.pl/notae-numismaticae-zapiski-numizmatyczne-1).
Similarly, the whole of the present volume is available online, as are previously
published volumes of the journal. The website also contains general information
about the journal as well as information for prospective authors and reviewers.

Prof. Dr. Hab. Stefan Skowronek (1928-2019), the doyen of Polish
numismatics, died on June 11, 2019, at the age of 91. For many years, he worked
as an employee — and then as head — of the Numismatic Cabinet at the National
Museum of Krakow. He was also a lecturer and employee of the Pedagogical
University of Krakow, a lecturer at the Jagiellonian University, and a member
of numerous scientific societies and organizations, having honorary membership
status at the Krakow branch of the Numismatic Section of the Polish Academy
of Sciences’ Commission on Archaeology.

It is to his enduring memory that we dedicate volume XIV of Notae
Numismaticae — Zapiski Numizmatyczne, a journal that he helped to support as
both an author and as a member of the Scientific Committee.

The Editors
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VITAL” SIDAROVICH

Belarusian State University, Minsk

New Find of Gold Roman Coin-Pendants
in the South-West of Belarus

ABSTRACT: In the spring of 2018 a set of seven gold pendants made of solidi
from the Constantinian period was found by a treasure hunter near Bronnaja Hara
village in the left-bank watershed of the Yaselda River, a left tributary of the Prypiat
River. The six coins available for study were struck between the years 335 and 347.
All of them had fluted suspension loops attached, uniform in type, and pointing to
the integral rather than combined nature of the set. The coin-pendants could either
be a hoard or a part of a funeral assemblage belonging to a representative of an East
Germanic elite since, according to recent research by Belarusian researchers, the basin
of the Yaselda River was a part of the settlement area of the Wielbark culture tribes.

KEY WORDS: Belarus, Roman Gold Coins, Barbaricum, solidi, Wielbark
culture

ABSTRAKT: Nowe znalezisko ztotych rzymskich monet-zawieszek z potudniowo-
-zachodniej Biatorusi

Wiosng 2018 r., w poblizu wioski Bronnaja Hara na lewym brzegu rzeki Jasioldy
(lewy doptyw Prypeci), zostat znaleziony przez poszukiwacza skarboéw zespot sied-
miu ztotych zawieszek wykonanych z solidéw z czaséw dynastii konstantynskie;j.
Szes$¢ monet, ktore udostepniono do badan, zostalo wybitych w latach 335-347.
Wszystkie egzemplarze mialy przymocowane jednolitego typu kanelurowane uszka
do zawieszenia, co wskazuje raczej na integralny, niz wtornie tgczony charakter de-
pozytu. Opisywany zespot monet-zawieszek moze by¢ interpretowany jako skarb lub
cze$¢ wyposazenia grobowego nalezacego do przedstawiciela wschodniogermanskiej
elity, poniewaz wedtug najnowszych ustalen bialoruskich badaczy dorzecze rzeki
Jasiotdy nalezato do obszaru osadnictwa kultury wielbarskiej.

SEOWA KLUCZOWE: Biatorus, ztote monety rzymskie, Barbaricum, solidy,
kultura wielbarska
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VITAL’ SIDAROVICH

A set of pendants made of gold solidi from the Roman Empire was found by
a treasure hunter near the village Bronnaja Hara (Byaroza raion, Brest Voblast’)
in the spring of 2018. It consisted of seven coins fitted out with gold suspension
loops. Information about the find and pictures of the coins were given to me directly
by the finder via both Viber and telephone. Moreover, pictures of two of the coins
were published on Violity, a forum for treasure hunters.! The site of the find lies in
the left-bank watershed of the Yaselda River, a left tributary of the Prypiat River.
All of the coins are now in various private collections. Six of them were available
for the study; all struck in the name of Constantine the Great and his sons Constans
and Constantius II between years 335 and 347.2

Gold Roman imperial coins are relatively rare in Belarus, with just five finds
registered to date (Map 1), including two single and three collective finds (with two,
five and seven coins). The total number of the coins is sixteen specimens, of which
eight are aurei and eight solidi.

Information on single finds of gold Roman coins is very scarce. So, for example,
“a gold coin of the Roman emperor Trajan” was found near the village of Vierchmien,
Thumien uyezd, Minsk governorate® (now a village in the Smaliavicy region of
the Minsk voblast’) in the first half of the 1880’s. A. Cynkatowski noted a find
of a Trajan gold coin near the Piarkovicy village (Polish Pirkowicze), Drahi¢yn
raion, Brest voblast’.* It is quite probable that these were aurei of Trajan Decius
(249-251), much more commonly found in the territory of Barbaricum than gold
emissions of Marcus Ulpius Nerva Traianus (98—117).° Unfortunately, it is not known
if these coins were transformed into pendants, but this is quite likely.

Two gold coins — an aureus of Carinus and a solidus of Valens, turned into
pendants, were found in 1931 near the village of Viata, Miory raion, Vicebsk
voblast’.® While the aureus of Carinus only had a hole which was not aligned with
the emperor’s head, the solidus of Valens has both a hole (below the emperor’s
bust) and the remains of a suspension loop opposite the hole (above Valens’s head).
Only a hook in the form of a triangular granulation remained from the loop, which
permits its identification as one of the loop types in group III or IV of A. Bursche.’

A series of pierced aurei from the years 249-251 was found in 2011 near
the village of Ambilieticy, S¢u¢yn raion, Hrodna voblast’, by treasure hunters,

https://forum.violity.com/viewtopic.php?t=1889174.

A still another coin was, according to the finder, “exactly the same as the other ones”.
3 ZAVITNEVICH 1886: 591-592.

4+ CYNKALOWSKI 1961: 133, no. 61.

> See for example: MYZGIN 2017: Fig. 1.

¢ SIDAROVICH 2008: 9, 11.

7 BURSCHE 1998: 132-134.

1
2



NEW FIND OF GOLD ROMAN COIN-PENDANTS...

including two coins with representations of Trajan Decius and three with portraits
of Herennia Etruscilla, Herennius Etruscus and Hostilian, one with each portrait.?
The nature of the perforations differs between the coins. The two aurei of Trajan
Decius have one wide hole each. The aurei of Herennius Etruscus and Hostilian are
pierced in different ways: one wide hole, identical as on the coins of Trajan Decius
and one quite small. A similar set of holes might have been present on the coin of
Herennia Etruscilla, but this specimen was preserved in an incomplete manner.

A. Bursche holds that the aurei of Trajan Decius and those of his direct
predecessors, found on the territory of the Wielbark and Chernyakhov cultures, are
evidence of the participation of the Goths in their victory at the battle of Abritus.’
The vast majority of these coins had been turned into pendants, and virtually all of
them by means of perforation. The location of the find, near the village of Ambilieticy,
is situated far enough from the hitherto known relics of the Wielbark culture — in
the right-bank part of the Neman River watershed. Nevertheless, this area was
probably one of the zones of expansion of the Wielbark culture or of active Gothic
influence. This is corroborated by numerous finds by “amateurs” in the S¢u¢yn raion
and neighboring districts of Roman era artefacts, primarily Roman denarii, fibulae,
axe-like pendants and others.

Therefore, prior to 2018, only one find of a gold coin from the 4" century was
known — the Valens solidus from Viata, which makes the find in Bronnaja Hara
exceptionally important. The assemblage of coins included at least seven solidi of
the Constantinian dynasty.

Six coins were available for study (PL. 1), struck in Constantinople, Antioch and
Siscia within a quite narrow time interval —roughly between the years 335 and 347:

Constantine I (306-337)

1. AV, solidus, AD 335, Siscia;

5.17 g; 21 mm'

Obv.: bust of Constantine I, rosette-diademed, draped, cuirassed, r.; CONSTANTI-NVS MAX
AVG.

Rev.: Victory, winged, draped, seated r. by cuirass and shield, holding shield inscribed VOT/
XXX supported by Genius; VICTORIA CONSTANTINI AVG; in exergue -/-//SIS

RIC VII Siscia 243

8 BURSCHE 2013: 154, P1. 36, 10.

° Ibidem: 158.

10 Unfortunately, the coins are in private hands, and it was impossible for the author to weigh each of
the individual coins. The information about the weight of the three coins was attained from I. Shtalenkov,
anumismatist from Minsk, who was able to weigh them at the Collectors’ Club in Minsk. I provide the approximate
diameter as seen in the photographs. The axes of the coins are unknown.
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Constans (333-337-350)

2. AV, solidus, AD 335, Siscia

?; 21 mm

Obv.: bust of Constans, laureate, draped, cuirassed, r.; FL CONSTANTIS BEA C

Rev.: Constans, draped, cuirassed, cloak displayed, standing r., holding transverse spear in
r. hand and globe in 1. hand; PRINCIPI IVVENTVTIS; in exergue -/-//palm branch — SIS —
palm branch.

RIC VII Siscia 246

3. AV, solidus, AD 337-340, Siscia

2.9

Obv.: bust of Constans, rosette-diademed, draped, cuirassed, r.; CONSTAN-S P F AVG.
Rev.: Constans, diademed, draped, cuirassed, standing 1., holding standard with Chi-Rho on
banner in r. hand and spear in 1.; to r., Victory, standing, crowning emperor with wreath and
palm; SPES REI — PVBLICAE; in exergue -/-//dot-SIS-dot

RIC VIII Siscia 10

4. AV, solidus, AD 337-347, Antioch

5.03 g; 22 mm

Obv.: bust of Constans, pearl-diademed, draped, cuirassed, r.; FL IVL CONS-TANS PERP
AVG.

Rev.: Victory, winged, draped, seated r. on cuirass, supporting a shield inscribed VOT/V/
MVLT/X on her l. knee; a small Genius supports the shield with both hands; VICTORIA
AVGVSTORVM,; in exergue -/-/SMANZ

RIC VIII Antioch 29

Constantius I1 (324-337-361)

5. AV, solidus, AD 337-340, Constantinople

?; 22 mm

Obv.: bust of Constantius II, rosette-diademed, draped, cuirassed, r.; D N CONSTA-NTIVS AVG
Rev.: VOT/XV/e/MVLT/XX within a wreath; FELICITAS REI PVBLICE; in exergue
-/-//CONS.

RIC VIII, Constantinople 11

6. AV, solidus, AD 337-347, Antioch

495¢;?

Obv.: bust of Constantius 11, pearl-diademed, draped, cuirassed, r.;

FL IVL CONSTAN-TIVS PERP AVG

Rev.: Victory, winged, draped, seated r. on cuirass, supporting a shield inscribed VOT/XV/
MVLT/XX on her 1. knee; a small Genius supports the shield with both hands; VICTORIA
AVGVSTORVM; in exergue -/-//SMANA.

RIC VIII Antioch 25



NEW FIND OF GOLD ROMAN COIN-PENDANTS...

The suspension loops for all the pendants were executed by means of the same
technique — from a double fluted plate riveted to the coins’ edge. According to
the typology proposed by A. Bursche,!' the suspension loops from the Bronnaja
Hara belong to the first type of group 111 (variety ) —plain loop with double fluting,
without decoration either on the loop itself or at the base”. The variety of straight,
double fluted loops is one the most usual for pendants made from gold coins.!?
The middle “rib” on the pendant bushes is wider than the lateral ones. This variety
of loop is seldom encountered on pendants from gold coins in various areas of
Barbaricum.!* Similar loops are found also on multipla, for example on a binio
of Constantine IT from Trzebicko (Poland, Lower Silesian Voivodeship).'

In all six known pendants from the Bronnaja Hara assembalge, the suspension
loop is attached above the representation of the emperor’s head (on the obverse),
with a small deviation on only two specimens — the solidus of Constans from Antioch
and the solidus of Constantius II from Constantinople (Pl. 1, Figs. 4 and 5).

According to the chronology presented by K. Myzgin, the solidi of
the Constantinian dynasty reached the territory of East Barbaricum during the sixth
stage of the Roman imperial gold coin distribution in this part of the barbarian
world." The date of entry of the coins from the assemblage found near Bronnaja
Hara should be limited, in my opinion, to the middle of the 4™ century. It is also
quite possible that the transfer of all these coins from Romans to Barbarians occurred
simultaneously. This is suggested by the very narrow chronological interval of
the solidi — years 335-347. Although large numbers of gold coin-pendants in one
hoard have been noted repeatedly, usually these coins had a very widely extended
chronology. For instance, the assemblage from Thiingersheim (north-western
Barbaricum) included pendants made from coins with a widely dispersed chronology —
from Antoninus Pius to Valerian II."°

According to K. Myzgin, the incoming solidi of the time were donativa given
for service to the Roman Empire.'” It is noteworthy, without rejecting this view, that
the presence of seven such pendants at once, likely belonging to one person, makes
one to hesitate about the exclusively donative nature of these items. The cumulative
origin of the assemblage, understood as the acquisition of the pendants by their last
owner from various sources, is also unlikely as all loops are made along the same

" BURSCHE 1998: 131-132.

12 Ibidem: 151.

13 See, for example ibidem: 152, note 145.
4 BURSCHE 2000: P1. I, c.

5 MYZGIN 2017.

1 BURSCHE 1998: 83-84.

7 MYZGIN 2017: 38.
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pattern. It may be supposed, for example, that this assemblage is an imitation of
donativa, made from gold coins extant in the Barbaricum of the time.'®* However,
the solidi with suspension loops found near Bronnaja Hara were ornaments, for
example they could be a part of a necklace or another composite adornment. Its
owner obviously enjoyed a high standing in the barbarian society as adornment with
gold coin-pendants was an elite item and it should be viewed as a demonstration
of its wearer’s standing."

Two other variants of the ownership of this set also need considering — they
might have belonged to a master who transformed the coins into adornments or
perhaps to a merchant who was selling these adornments. In my opinion, these
variants are less likely because the location of the find lies at the periphery of
the area settled by Germanic tribes, but nonetheless they also should be discussed.?

As information on the archeological context of the coin find near Bronnaja
Hara is not available, only suppositions may be presented about the nature of their
deposition. In my opinion, it could be a hoard (or a part of a hoard), or a part of
a funeral assemblage, as pendants from gold coins are characteristic of Germanic
barbarian elites.”!

It is difficult to establish the date when the assemblage was hidden in the vicinity
of Bronnaja Hara. The lack of accompanying finds or attachment to an archeological
site allows only to indicate the terminus post quem — year 337. Taking into account
the distance from the limits of the Roman Empire to the finding place, one may
suppose that the pendants were buried no earlier than in the middle of the fourth
century, that is at the end of phase C3 — beginning of phase D. Most likely, they were
deposited at the beginning of the Migration Period. However, taking into account
the relatively high degree of surface wear on the coins, the deposit could be set at
a later date — to the late stage of phase D.

The finds of solidi of the Constantinian dynasty are quite frequent in various
areas of Barbaricum. Finds in the area of Carpathian Barbaricum?? and, of course,
in the territory of Ukraine, may serve as examples. The closest analogy (both
in area and in suspension loop type) from Ukraine for the coins from Bronnaja
Hara is a solidus of Constans (Trier, 347-348) from the Volyn oblast.?* Other
coins close in chronology are: the solidus of Constantine the Great (Nicomedia,

'8 BURSCHE 1998: 162-163.
' BEMMANN 2005: 31.

20 T would like to thank Dr. Myzgin for his assistance in the preparation of this paper and his valuable
suggestions concerning the interpretation of the gold coin finds.

2l STEUER 1999: 386.
2 PROHASZKA 2009.
2 RGCB online (http://rgeb.lach.edu.pl): N 187. http://rgcb.lach.edu.pl/items/show/198
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330-331) from the Ternopil oblast,* the solidus of Dalmatius (Constantinople,
335) without location,” and a solidus of Constantius IT (Aquileia, 355-361) from
the Poltava(?) oblast.?®

Nevertheless, I do not know of finds of a few and more coins with chronology and
composition similar to those in the assemblage from Bronnaja Hara. Its peculiarity,
as mentioned above, consisted in uniformity in type of the suspension loops and in
the quite small break between the early and late dates of minting — from year 335 to
347 (in fact, the gap in dates may be shorter still). The closest in chronology appears
the hoard of coins and other items from Star¢evo (Northern Serbia). The inventory of
the coin part of the hoard, having the #pg of 336 and the interval between the earliest
and latest date of ca 40 years, include solidi of Constantine I and Crispus.?’” Apart
from this hoard, a certain similarity in chronology and composition to the hoard
from Bronnaja Hara can be discerned in the find from Gudme (Denmark), which
included ten solidi from the Constantinian dynasty and a multiplum of Constans
with a suspension loop (date — from year 337/340 to 353/355).

Almost all (and quite probably all, with no exception) gold Roman coins
found in Belarus, were pendants. It may be suggested, based on their geographical
distribution, that four out of six finds may be related to the Wielbark culture. This
concerns in the first place the coin from Piarkovicy near the watershed of the Pripyat
and Bug rivers, and the solidi found near Bronnaja Hara in the left-bank watershed
of the Yaselda River.

According to V.G. Belavets, the best Belarusian expert on the ancient Wielbark
culture, our present state of knowledge does not allow us to tie the Yaselda River
basin (except for where it enters into the Prypiat) to the Wielbark culture.” That we
are unable to do this is indicated by the complete lack of any sites with materials
from this culture in this area (Map 2). It should be emphasized that the cultural
situation during the late Roman period in this part of Polesie — between the Yaselda
and the upper reaches of the Prypiat — is, in practice, unknown because of the state
of research. On the basis of materials attained in recent years, V.G. Belavets thinks
that the population of this region were close, in terms of the culture, to the post-
Zarubintsy horizon (the Kuradava type) and the Upper Dnieper variant of the Kiev
culture (the Abidnia type), and that the Wielbark culture can only be tied in Belarus to

** RGCB online (http://rgeb.lach.edu.pl): N 181.http://www.rgcb.lach.edu.pl/items/show/192
2 RGCB online (http://rgeb.lach.edu.pl): N 190 http://www.rgeb.lach.edu.pl/items/show/201
% RGCB online (http://rgeb.lach.edu.pl): N 183 http://www.rgeb.lach.edu.pl/items/show/194
7 EREMIC 2014: Fig. 5; IVANISEVIC and BUGARSKI 2008.

2 BURSCHE 1998: 75.

» BELAVETS 2016: 392.




190

VITAL’ SIDAROVICH

the plains along the Bug River and Turov-Pinsk Polesie.*® Nevertheless, the Yaselda
as the left-bank tributary of the Prypiat is regarded as one of the routes used by
the Gothic-Gepid tribes in order to move from the region of today’s Biatowieza
Forest (the upper reaches of the Narew) to the Prypiat part of Polesie.’!

A. Bursche notes that the finds of gold medallions are concentrated, first of all,
in the areas occupied by the Goth, Vandal and other Germanic tribes in the third
through the fourth century.*> However, similar finds are noted also in the territories
settled by other non-Germanic tribes. Thus the coin from Vierchmien, which might
also be a pendant, was found in the territory of the Kiev culture and pendants from
Viata were found in the area settled by the Baltic tribes. Nonetheless, the pendants
could have reached there from the Germanic neighbors.

It should be noted in conclusion that the find of pendants made from solidi
of the fourth quarter of the fourth century in the Yaselda River basin is of great
importance not only for the Ancient numismatics but also for the archacology of
the era of Roman influence. One would like to believe that, besides the Male¢ hoard
which was found some 30 km south-west of Bronnaja Hara and undoubtedly left
by the Wielbark population,® this find will help in the future to establish the role of
the Yaselda River as a master route of eastern Germans and of the north-western part
of the Prypiat Polesie as one of territories settled by the Gothic-Gepid population.

ABBREVIATIONS

RGCB = Roman Gold Coins from Barbaricum (online: http://rgcb.lach.edu.pl/).
RIC = H. MATTINGLY et AL (eds.), The Roman Imperial Coinage, vols. I-X, London 1926—
2020.
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MAP 1

MAP 2

PLATE 1

Finds of gold Roman coins in the territory of Belarus
The area and sites of the Wielbark culture in Belarus (according to V.G. Belavets)

Gold pendants from Roman solidi found near the village of Bronnaja Hara

Fig. 1. Constantine I (306-337), AV, solidus, AD 335, Siscia; 5.17 g; 21 mm

Fig. 2. Constans (333-337-350), AV, solidus, AD 335, Siscia; ?; 21 mm

Fig. 3. Constans (333-337-350), AV, solidus, AD 337-340, Siscia; ?; ?

Fig. 4. Constans (333-337-350), AV, solidus, AD 337-347, Antioch; 5.03 g; 22 mm

Fig. 5. Constantius II (324-337-361), AV, solidus, AD 337-340, Constantinople; ?; 22 mm
Fig. 6. Constantius II (324-337-361), AV, solidus, AD 337-347, Antioch; 4.95 g; ?
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