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Szanowni Państwo,

oddajemy w Państwa ręce tom XIII Notae Numismaticae – Zapisków Numi-
zmatycznych. Zgodnie z przyjętym zwyczajem teksty o tematyce międzynarodo-
wej publikujemy w językach kongresowych, a teksty odnoszące się w większym 
stopniu do zainteresowań czytelnika polskiego w języku polskim. Wszelkie 
informacje dla autorów oraz archiwalne tomy naszego czasopisma dostępne są 
na stronie www.mnk.pl.

31 grudnia 2017 roku zmarła Bogumiła Haczewska (1943–2017), emeryto-
wany, wieloletni pracownik i kierownik Gabinetu Numizmatycznego Muzeum 
Narodowego w Krakowie, znawczyni mennictwa średniowiecznego i gdańskiego, 
zastępca redaktora i członek komitetu redakcyjnego Notae Numismaticae – Zapiski 
Numizmatyczne. Była osobą mocno zaangażowaną w działalność społeczną: reakty-
wowała w 1989 roku w Muzeum Narodowym Związek Zawodowy „Solidarność”, 
działała w Towarzystwie Przyjaciół Muzeum im. Emeryka Hutten-Czapskiego, 
zakładała Stowarzyszenie Muzealników Polskich, najważniejszą dziś organizację 
skupiającą pracowników polskich muzeów. Niezwykle pracowita, świadoma odpo-
wiedzialności wynikającej ze sprawowanych przez siebie funkcji, całą sobą oddana 
była Gabinetowi Numizmatycznemu. 

Jej pamięci poświęcamy XIII tom Notae Numismaticae – Zapiski Numizmatyczne,  
nie mając wątpliwości, że czasopismo to nie powstałoby bez jej zaangażowania.

Redakcja
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Dear Readers,

It is with great pleasure that we present to you Volume XIII of Notae Numi- 
smaticae – Zapiski Numizmatyczne. In accordance with our customary practice, 
all the texts concerned with subjects of international interest or significance have 
been published in the conference languages, while those of more relevance to 
Polish readers – in Polish. Information for prospective authors as well as previously 
published volumes of our journal can be found at www.mnk.pl.

A worker of many years at the Numismatic Cabinet of the National Museum 
in Krakow and then the cabinet’s director before she retired, Bogumiła Haczewska 
(1943–2017) passed away on December 31, 2017. An expert on medieval coinage 
and coinage from Gdańsk, Haczewska was deputy editor and a member of the 
editorial committee of Notae Numismaticae – Zapiski Numizmatyczne. Whether 
she was reactivating the Solidarity labor union at the National Museum in 1989 or 
busy doing work for the Association of Benefactors of the Emeryk Hutten-Czapski 
Museum or else putting together the Association of Polish Museologists, the most 
important organization for employees at Polish museums, Haczewska was heavily 
engaged in doing social work. An exceptionally hard worker, Haczewska was 
conscious of the responsibility resulting from the offices she held, giving her whole 
self to the Numismatic Cabinet. 

It is in memory of Bogumiła Haczewska that we dedicate the 13th volume of 
Notae Numismaticae – Zapiski Numizmatyczne, there being no doubt that the journal 
would never have been created without her full commitment.

The Editors
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EMANUEL PETAC
Senior Researcher
Library of the Romanian Academy, Numismatic Department

About the Sarmizegetusa Hoard from 1998 and 
the Possible Chronology of Burebista’s Campaign 
to the Black Sea Border

ABSTRACT: In August of 1998, a huge hoard was taken from the Orăştie 
Mountains, close to the Dacian stronghold in Sarmizegetusa Regia, in a place called 
the “Plain of the Goat – near the path” (hole C). This hoard contained about 3,600 West 
Pontic Lysimachus-type staters as well as a few staters of Pharnaces II of Pontus and  
a few of Asander of Pontus as archon. Unfortunately, the hoard has since been dispersed 
across Western Europe and the U.S. The strange presence of a hoard of this kind, one 
that consisted of coins that were specific to the Western Black Sea area – but which 
were found more than 600 km west of the Black Sea – offers a perfect opportunity 
to discuss again the chronology of the campaign of the Dacian king Burebista from 
Olbia to Apollonia, as well as the chronology of Asander’s time as archon and king. 
Burebista’s campaign offers the only possible historical explanation for the hoard’s 
presence in the Orăştie Mountains, where several lots of Istros bronze coins have 
also been found, at the Dacian citadels in Costeşti and Piatra Roşie or in a tumular 
tomb in Costeşti. This essay argues in favor of the traditional chronology of Asander 
as archon (47–43 BC), suggesting that Burebista’s Pontic campaign probably took 
place in 46 BC.

KEY WORDS: Sarmizegetusa Regia, Asander, Tomis, Istros, Byzantium

ABSTRAKT: O skarbie z Sarmizegetusy z 1998 roku i przypuszczalnej chronologii  
kampanii Burebisty ku wybrzeżom Morza Czarnego 

W sierpniu 1998 roku w górach Orăştie, w pobliżu twierdzy Daków zwanej Sarmi-
zegetusa Regia, w miejscu zwanym „Równiną Kozy – w pobliżu ścieżki” (wykop C),  
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znaleziono bardzo duży skarb, zawierający około 3600 monet, w tym zachodnio-
-pontyjskie statery Lizymacha, kilka staterów króla Pontu Farnakesa II oraz kilka 
staterów archonta Asandra z Pontu. Niestety, zespół ten został rozproszony na rynkach 
antykwarycznych Europy Zachodniej i Stanów Zjednoczonych Ameryki Północnej. 
Zastanawiająca obecność tego rodzaju skarbu, składającego się z monet charaktery-
stycznych dla zachodnich obszarów Morza Czarnego, ale znalezionych ponad 600 km 
na zachód od niego, to doskonała okazja, aby ponownie omówić chronologię kam-
panii króla Daków Burebisty, z Olbii do Apollonii, a także okres panowania Asandra 
jako archonta i króla. Kampania Burebisty wydaje się jedynym prawdopodobnym 
historycznie wyjaśnieniem obecności skarbu w górach Orăştie, gdzie w cytadelach 
Daków w Costeşti i Piatra Roşie oraz w grobowcu w Costeşti znaleziono również 
wiele brązowych monet z Histrii. Niniejszy artykuł potwierdza tradycyjną chronologię 
panowania Asandra jako archonta (47–43 r. p.n.e.), co sugeruje, że pontyjska kampania 
Burebisty prawdopodobnie miała miejsce w 46 roku p.n.e.

SŁOWA KLUCZOWE: Sarmizegetusa Regia, Asander, Tomi, Histria, Bizancjum

From the famous find from the Strei River1 in the middle of the 16th century 
(1543)2 to the Austrian excavations at the beginning of the 19th century (1802–1804)3 
to the discoveries that have been made over the last twenty-odd years (especially 
between 1995 and 2005, when the most destructive and spectacular instances of 
illegal archaeological excavations took place),4 many stories have appeared with 
regard to the unbelievable treasures found in the Orăştie Mountains, with those 
coming from around Sarmizegetusa Regia, the Dacian religious and political center, 
being in first place. This paper focuses on a very specific topic: the fact that a number 
of very valuable but also very unusual and unexpected coins – Lysimachus-type 
staters from West Pontic Greek cities – were found on the site of the former Dacian 
stronghold in Sarmizegetusa, more than 600 km away from the seaside. So, to 
begin with, it seems that a treasure containing around 40,000 coins, especially 
Lysimachus- but also, perhaps, Koson-type staters, was found in 1543 in the ancient 
Sargetia River,5 “which ran past [the Dacian king Decebalus’] palace”,6 though it 

1 In fact, Winkler (1972: 188–192) suggests that the real place of discovery was “one of the Dacian fortresses 
in the Orăştie Mountains” (191); see also: MUNTEANU 2002: 256–260.

2 LAZIUS 1598: 927 (in fact, the year was 1551; cf. ŞINCAI 1853: II, 182–183; MUNTEANU 2002: 254, 
note 7); MITREA 1945: 125–128; PREDA 1973: 353-361; WINKLER 1972: 173–199; PREDA 1998: 226–232; 
MUNTEANU 2002: 253–270 (the last two pages in this source list all the contemporary documents); PETOLESCU 
2011: 16–18 and 51–57.

3 WINKLER 1972: 192–194; MUNTEANU 2002: 260–265; PETOLESCU 2011: 17–19; PEŢAN 2012: 
81–89.

4 PETOLESCU 2011: 9–14; OBERLÄNDER-TÂRNOVEANU 2013a: 98–115.
5 See note 2.
6 Dio Cassius, LXVIII, 14, 4.
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should be noted that this story, which identified the ancient Sargetia River with the 
contemporary Strei River, was considered a “fable of some humanists who knew 
the works of Cassius Dio”.7 The surrounding ruins probably belonged to a former 
Dacian fortress from the Orăştie Mountains, and the Sargetia can more plausibly be 
identified with the Grădiştei River.8 This treasure was considered part of the Dacian 
king Decebalus’ treasury, which was buried before the Roman conquest.9 Concerning 
the finds from the beginning of the 19th century until now, a brief inventory might 
look like this: 

1) in September of 1802, A. Popa from Ocolişul Mic found 264 Lysimachus-type 
staters on Mount Ceata, Anineşului Hill, and by the end of the year another 
264 Lysimachus staters were found in the same place. By the end of that same 
winter, another one-hundred coins of the same type were found. Mount Ceata 
is in fact a hill southeast of the Costeşti fortress;10 

2) on June 16, 1803, four-hundred Koson-type staters were found on Mount Ceata, 
and more were probably found in Grădiştea;11 

3) on around June 23, 1803, another 35 Koson-type staters were found near the 
same place; it is possible that they were part of the same hoard;12 

4) on March 24, 1804, 987 Koson-type staters were found by three people from Sibişel 
on the same Grădişte Hill, near the walls of the Sarmizegetusa Regia fortress;13 

5) a hoard partially recovered and containing around 910 Koson-type staters 
was discovered by S. Grecu, A. Neagu, and Fl. Ghişe, apparently at Târsa;14 
later information informs us that the hoard actually consisted (at a minimum) 
of around 3,000 coins and that it was discovered in 1996 on Muncelului Hill 
(in the forest behind V. Bodea’s house, in a place called “Bodea’s beeches”),  
in Grădiştea de Munte (Orăştioara de Sus, Hunedoara County);15 

6) in August of 1998, in the “Plain of the Goat – near the path” (hole C),16 a great 
hoard containing around 3,600 Lysimachus-type staters was discovered, as were 
some staters of Pharnaces II and some of Asander as archon;17 

  7 See Winkler (1972: 190) about the context of the discovery in Lazius’ story.
  8 WINKLER 1972: 188–192; MUNTEANU 2002: 256–260.
  9 PETOLESCU 2011: 57–58; OBERLÄNDER-TÂRNOVEANU 2013b: 411.
10 PETOLESCU 2011: 19.
11 MUNTEANU 2002: 264; PETOLESCU 2011: 19.
12 MUNTEANU 2002: 264.
13 Ibidem; PEŢAN 2012: 82.
14 CHIRIAC 2002: 247–252; DIMA and ILIE 2007: 35–65; PETOLESCU 2011: 9–14, 85–99.
15 See Oberländer-Tärnoveanu (2013b: 411) for confirmation that the hoard was not in fact found at Târsa 

(Boşorod, Hunedoara County) but at Muncelului Hill, Grădiştea de Munte (Orăştioara de Sus, Hunedoara County), 
in the forest behind V. Bodea’s house (“Bodea’s beeches”).

16 OBERLÄNDER-TÂRNOVEANU 2013a: 103.
17 IDEM 2013b: 411.
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7) in March of 1999, in the “Plain of the Goat”, six gold bracelets were found (all 
of which have been recovered; Pl. 1, Fig. 1),18 two of them having Koson-type 
staters inside of them;19 

8) in March of 1999, at the “Edge of the Fortress”, 300 m north of the fortress’ 
sacred zone, one gold bracelet (Pl. 2, Figs. 1–4)20 was discovered, as were 
800–1,000 Lysimachus-type staters, none of which have been recovered;21 

9) in the summer of 1999, two gold bracelets and two-hundred late Lysimachus- 
-type staters were found 100 m north of the sanctuary in Sarmizegetusa Regia22 
(only the bracelets have been recovered; Pl. 3, Figs. 1–4);23 

10) on May 6th, 2000, ten gold bracelets were found at the “Edge of the Goat”, near 
Sarmizegetusa Regia, of which three have been recovered24 (Pl. 4, Figs. 1–3);25 

11) on May 26, 2001, five gold bracelets were found in the place called “After the 
Edge of the Goat – at the pools”, two of which have been recovered26 (Pl. 5, 
Fig. 1);27 

12) in 2003, 2,300 Koson-type silver coins were found.28

The great hoard of around 3,600 Lysimachus-type staters was found and illegally 
extracted from the ground by treasure hunters (M. Mihăilă and D. Baci) in August 
of 1998. The staters in this hoard mostly came from Tomis, but they also came from 
Istros, Callatis, and Byzantium. This hoard, which also contained a few coins of 
Pharnaces II and a few of Asander, was completely dispersed on the international 
market, especially in the U.S., but elsewhere as well. At first, it was erroneously 
believed that the treasure had been discovered in 1999, not at Sarmizegetusa 
Regia, but somewhere north of Callatis,29 or that it had been discovered in 1998 at 

18 Photograph from: OBERLÄNDER-TÂRNOVEANU 2013a: 96; photographed by Marius Amarie.
19 OBERLÄNDER-TÂRNOVEANU 2013a: 94 (hoard 1).
20 Photograph of the bracelet from: OBERLÄNDER-TÂRNOVEANU 2013a: 95; photographed by Marius Amarie.
21 OBERLÄNDER-TÂRNOVEANU 2013a: 95 (hoard 2, “Evrika”); the Roman denarii, however, are not 

included (the 2,000 Roman denarii represent another hoard).
22 OBERLÄNDER-TÂRNOVEANU 2013a: 95 (hoard 3); we cannot confirm that there were 500 silver 

coins (Thasos-type tetradrachms and Dacian tetradrachms of the Răduleşti-Hunedoara type; see also: RUSTOIU 
2016: 74–76).

23 Photographs of the bracelets from: OBERLÄNDER-TÂRNOVEANU 2013a: 97; photographed by Marius 
Amarie.

24 OBERLÄNDER-TÂRNOVEANU 2013a: 95 (hoard 4).
25 Photographs of the bracelets from: OBERLÄNDER-TÂRNOVEANU 2013a: 98; photographed by Marius 

Amarie.
26 OBERLÄNDER-TÂRNOVEANU 2013a: 95 (hoard 5); no information is given about silver jewelry or silver  

coins; see also: RUSTOIU 2016: 74-76.
27 Photographs of the bracelets from: OBERLÄNDER-TÂRNOVEANU 2013a: 99; photographed by Marius 

Amarie.
28 OBERLÄNDER-TÂRNOVEANU 2013a: 103 (only 700 of these staters have been recovered).
29 IDEM 2001: 9 and 32.
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Cumpăna, Constanţa County: “…a great hoard discovered in the autumn of 1998 (?), 
somewhere nearby Tomis [Cumpăna?], completely dispersed on the American and 
European markets for antiquities…”.30 The treasure hunters responsible for illegally 
extracting the find from the ground31 made reference to the Triton III catalogue 
from the Classical Numismatic Group (September 15, 1999), which talks about the 
purchase of an “extraordinary trove of Greek gold staters from the time of the First 
Mithridatic war”. Some documents suggest that a few years later, in 2000 and 2002, 
four late Lysimachus-type staters (from Istros and Tomis in 2000, and from Tomis 
and Callatis in 2002) were sold to the National Museum of History in Bucharest,32 
the owner saying only then that they had come from a significant hoard discovered at 
Cumpăna around 1992.33 Because in 1999 nobody knew publicly about the treasure 
hunters from Sarmizegetusa Regia or about when exactly the Cumpăna hoard had 
been found, an unwanted overlap occurred. Now we know that in fact there were 
two different stater hoards: one was found at Cumpăna in around 1992 and contained 
several hundred Lysimachus-type staters from the Mithridatic period that were 
struck in Greek cities on the Western Black Sea (if this hoard was really discovered 
and if the four staters did not also come from the enormous hoard of Sarmize- 
getusa Regia from 1998); the other one was found in August of 1998 at Sarmizegetusa  
Regia and had around 3,600 late Lysimachus-type staters from Tomis, Istros, Callatis, 
and Byzantium, but also staters of Pharnaces II of Pontus and of Asander of Pontus 
as archon.34 At the same time, an intense debate began. In September of 1999,  
H. Berk and D. Macdonald, writing about the recent appearance on the market of 
a huge lot of posthumous Lysimachus-type staters from West Pontic Greek cities, 
said that the hoard also included some staters of Pharnaces II and some of Asander 
as archon, “the coins of Pharnakes II and Asander as Archon being found with the 
anonymous staters struck in the name of Lysimachus”,35 and that it was not found as 
a distinct small group having only staters of Pharnaces II and of Asander as archon.36 
As stated above, we now know that this huge treasure was found in August of 1998 
by two treasure hunters (D. Baci and M. Mihăilă). The find occurred at Sarmizegetusa 
Regia in a place called “Şesul Căprăreţei lângă cărare” (“Căprăreaţa Plain, near the 
path”), and it definitely included West Pontic Lysimachus-type staters from Istros, 
Tomis, Callatis, and Byzantium, as well as staters of Pharnaces II and of Asander of 

30 POENARU BORDEA 2001: 18–19.
31 See notes 29 and 30.
32 Inventory nos. 302545–302544 for coins bought in 2002.
33 National History Museum of Romania, Offer 2444 / 2000 and 2508 from April 2, 2002, from Cosmin Galeriu.
34 OBERLÄNDER-TÂRNOVEANU 2001: 9 and 32; IDEM 2013b: 411.
35 BERK and MACDONALD 1999: 39.
36 MURPHY 1999.
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Pontus. We also know that some of these coins (including the ones of Pharnaces II  
and of Asander) were still in Romania in late 1999, for they were seen at that 
time in the house of Traian Stănilă, but not afterwards.37 It is obvious that we are 
speaking about a hoard that is specific to the Western Black Sea border, one that 
began its journey from there and then arrived at Sarmizegetusa Regia, more than 
600 km away. No similar isolated finds involving Greek gold coins from the West 
Pontic region have been recorded at Sarmizegetusa or its environs except for the 
one from September 10, 1803, when a few Lysimachi were found by three laborers 
from Sibişel, close to the ruins at Grădiştea Muncelului.38

The presence, in a great hoard containing thousands of staters from Tomis, 
Istros, Callatis, and Byzantium, of staters of Pharnaces II and of Asander is not 
accidental. The presence of these staters may suggest that there was renewed interest 
on the part of the Pontic kingdom in the Western Black Sea region after the death of 
Mithridates VI, or else these staters may have been payments for some services that 
were rendered in the same period. It is not possible to restore the original structure of 
this huge hoard in a complete and accurate way. However, it is enough to know that 
the hoard included thousands of West-Pontic staters from the Mithridatic period; it is 
also necessary to mention that the last coins were of Pharnaces II and especially of 
Asander as archon. The existence of such a large number of gold coins in the West 
Pontic area after the death of Mithridates VI Eupator until the reign of Pharnaces II  
and even that of Asander as archon is surprising given the rise of Rome from the 
late 70s BC to 61 BC (when Caius Antonius Hybrida, the governor of Macedonia, 
was defeated “near the city of the Istrians by the Bastarnians and Scythians who 
came to their aid”).39 This rise in Rome’s influence includes Marcus Terentius 
Varro Lucullus’ campaign, as proconsul of Macedonia, on the western boarder 
of the Black Sea, in which he conquered Apollonia, Callatis, Tomis, and Istros; it 
also includes the Mesembrian decree (IGB I2, 314 a, from 72–71 BC) for one of 
Lucullus’ officers, which refers to a Roman garrison in the city at that moment but 
maybe not afterwards. Still, all of this suggests that, excepting a short period after 
Lucullus’ campaign, the Roman authority was not very effective in the region until 
probably Augustus’ time.

There are two groups of coins that indicate the final date of the hoard: the staters 
of Pharnaces II and those of Asander as archon. We are quite sure that Pharnaces II 
did not strike gold coins after 50 BC,40 so any gold coins struck after this date are not 

37 File 175/P/2013, Parchetul Curţii de Apel Alba Iulia, statement by E. Dudaş, 2014, September 22.
38 PEŢAN 2012: 88.
39 Dio Cassius, XXXVIII, 10, 1; PETRE 1971: 99.
40 GOLENKO and KARYSZKOWSKI 1972: 34.
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relevant to our discussion. The situation of Asander’s coins would seem to be much 
more complicated, and thus it is of much greater significance. Asander’s gold coins 
are broken up into two main groups: the first group bears the title of archon, and the 
second, that of king. All the coins in both groups are dated by the regnal years (and 
do not use the Bosporan-era dating system), from year 1 (A) to year 29 (ΘΚ), though 
for the purposes of this paper we are only interested in those with the title of archon. 
There are basically two different opinions with regard to the issues of Asander as 
archon: either that they took place over three years (years one to three, A, B, and 
Γ, respectively)41 or four years (from the first year, A, to the fourth year, Δ).42 We 
must note that the general type of these coins is not homogenous but that it presents 
a number of very special peculiarities. The obverse shows a male head right (that 
of Asander), beardless, either with short hair (in the Roman style), for years 1 (A),  
2 (B) – both of which used the same die – and 4 (Δ) – which used a different die, for 
the head was smaller – or with long hair (in the Hellenistic style), in much the same 
way as his predecessor Pharnaces II (on the obverse from the coin for year 3, Γ).  
On the reverse we see Nike standing left on a prow (different styles are used for 
years 1, 2, 3, and 4 – A, B, Γ and Δ, respectively), wings downward (year 1 – A)43 
or raised (years 2, 3, and 4 – B, Γ, and Δ, respectively),44 holding a wreath in her 
right hand, which is extended, her left hand down (year 1 – A), or holding a wreath 
in her right hand, which is extended, and a long palm leaf in her left hand (years 2,  
3, and 4 – B, Γ, and Δ, respectively), having one or two monograms in the inner left 
field and the regnal year above the wings (year 1 – A) or between the head of Nike 
and her raised wings (years 2, 3, and 4 – B, Γ, and Δ, respectively). According to 
the traditional point of view, the four issues correspond to the years 47–43 BC.45 
The coins from year 1 (A) have some peculiarities: an obverse (O1) with a big male 
head right, beardless, with short hair (in the Roman style) and a reverse showing 
Nike standing left on a specific kind of prow (having a design that is only present 
on the first-year coins), keeping her wings downward, holding a wreath in her 
right hand, which is extended, the regnal date ЄT – A across the upper field, the 
A being above the wings and the monogram  being in the inner left field, below Φ  
(R1; Pl. 5, Fig. 2).46 It seems that a second stater is also from the first year. Having 
the same features, it has a second reverse die (R2) because the monogram is different 

41 ANOKHIN 1986: 78–79; RPC Ι, nos. 1842–1844 and also RPC I, Suppl. I, no. 1842ff.
42 NAWOTKA 1992: 423–443; FROLOVA and IRELAND 2002: 34–35, nos. 1–5.
43 Ibidem: 34, no. 1.
44 Ibidem: 34–35, nos. 2–5.
45 ORESHNIKOV 1888: 6; for a general discussion about the chronology of Asander, see: NAWOTKA 1992: 

29–42. Oreshnikov unexpectedly gives the years 44–40 BC for Asander as archon.
46 ANOKHIN 1986: no. 221; RPC I, 1842; NAWOTKA 1992: 42, no. 1a; FROLOVA and IRELAND 2002: 

34, no. 1 (O1-R1); Auktionhaus Rauch, Auction 73, May 17, 2004, lot 271.
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and seems to be 47 (Pl. 5, Fig. 3). So it looks like we have two coins from the first 
year, A, struck with the same obverse die but having two reverses. The coins of the 
second year, B, were struck using the same obverse die, O1, but a new reverse die, 
R3,

48 which shows Nike standing left on a different style prow to left, with wings 
raised, holding a wreath in her right hand but also introducing a long palm leaf in her 
left hand; the date is of course ЄT – B, and, besides having Φ, the inner left field may 
have the monogram (?) (Pl. 5, Fig. 4).49 The situation seems to be more complicated 
for the third year (Γ). Nawotka’s description speaks of a new obverse die (O2), with 
a male head right, beardless, but with long hair in the Hellenistic style, similar to the 
Pharnaces II model or to the Asander coins as king.50 Regarding the reverse, Nawotka 
speaks about the date that appears in the upper left and right, T  – Γ, as well as the 
A that appears in the inner left field (R4). Here, we do indeed see Nike left on prow (the 
same prow style as in the second year), also with her wings raised, T  in the upper 
left and right, but in fact the date Γ seems to be missing in the inner left field, as does 
the letter A. It is a strange coin, one that is completely different from the others in the 
archon series (Pl. 6, Fig. 5). The last archon issue, in the fourth year, Δ, sometimes 
erroneously considered the same as the issue from the first year, A,51 shows a third 
obverse die and effigy: a male head right, beardless, with short hair (in the Roman 
style), smaller then the effigy from the first two years and somehow reminiscent of 
Octavian.52 The reverse shows Nike left on the same style prow to left, wings raised, 
holding a wreath in her right hand and a long palm leaf in her left hand, with the date 
ЄT – Δ, and, again, in the inner left field, the monogram  (O3-R5; Pl. 6, Fig. 6).53 
Also, the letters have some small globules at their ends (something that does not appear 
before this), which are also visible on the next issues struck as king.

The other possibility, more theoretical than real, assumes that there were only 
three years of coins for Asander as archon: a first year (A), a second year (B), and 

47 Classical Numismatic Group, Triton XIX, January 5, 2016, lot 2045; ANOKHIN 1986; RPC I; NAWOTKA 
1992; FROLOVA and IRELAND 2002.

48 ANOKHIN 1986: no. 222; RPC I, 1843; NAWOTKA 1992: 43, no. 1b; FROLOVA and IRELAND 2002: 
34, no. 2 (O1-R2).

49 We can see an uncertain monogram in Frolova and Ireland (2002: 34, no. 2); Classical Numismatic Group, 
Mail Bid Sale, May 5, 2010, lot 576.

50 NAWOTKA 1992: 41–42 and 43, no. 2a; FROLOVA and IRELAND 2002: 34, nos. 3–4 (O2-R3); Ira and 
Larry Goldberg, Auction 91, June 7, 2016, lot 1835.

51 ANOKHIN 1986: no. 221 (read A, considered from the first year); RPC I, 1842. RPC I (Suppl. I, no. 1842) 
argues that the year must be read as A and that the coin belongs to the first year.

52 NAWOTKA 1992: 41. If this is so, Nawotka is probably right in considering this effigy part “of a diplomatic 
campaign leading to the recognition of Asander as king by Octavian”, in our opinion not in 41–40 BC, but during 
the year 43 BC, a few months after the battle of Mulina.

53 ANOKHIN 1986: no. 221 (first year); NAWOTKA 1992: 43, no. 3a; FROLOVA and IRELAND 2002: 35,  
no. 5 (O3-R4); Classical Numismatic Group, Mail Bid Sale, May 5, 2010, lot 575.
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a third year (Γ).54 This conception presents many problems, mainly because of the 
overlap during the first year of the two obverse dies (male head right, small and 
big, in Roman style) and at least three reverses, with a large number of changes in 
the style (Nike standing on prows done in different styles, her wings downward or 
upward, holding or not holding a long palm leaf, the inner left field with  / Φ,  /  
Φ, or ). However, if the fourth year (Δ, having a reverse with Nike holding her 
wings upward) must be read as the first year (A), this would mean that this was the 
first issue from the first year, followed by the second issue of the first year having 
on the reverse Nike with downward wings, while in the second year, B, again, the 
wings face upward. There are too many changes. It seems unacceptable, so the 
four-year archon series seems to be the winner.

With regard to the chronology of the coins struck under Asander as archon, 
several possible dates have been proposed: from 49/48–45/4455 to 44/43–41/40.56 If 
Asander’s first gold stater as archon (the first year – A) was struck in 49/48 BC, after he 
married Dynamis, King Pharnaces II’s daughter, then year 4, Δ, would mean 46/45 BC:  
there are fourth-year coins with the title of archon as well as fourth-year coins with 
the title of king, for it would have been absolutely impossible to be accepted by the 
Romans as a king during Julius Caesar’s life. If Asander’s first year as archon was  
48–47 BC, despite the fact that we have no reason to suppose this, the fourth year 
would be 45–44 BC, and we would be in the same situation. So, the best solution seems 
to be the traditional opinion which holds that he was archon from the years 47–46 BC  
until 44–43 BC, from the first (A) to the fourth (Δ). However, since the earliest 
stater of Dynamis as queen was struck in 21–20 BC (277 in the Bosporan era),57 the 
beginning of Asander’s reign (in which he shared power with King Pharnaces II)  
is around 50–49 BC58 (when Pharnaces II ceased to strike his own coins), after 
Asander married Dynamis. The conclusion seems to be that in fact Asander did not 
strike gold coins immediately following his marriage,59 but very probably from 47 BC,  
when he mutinied against his father-in-law. Asander mutinied against Pharnaces II 
at the beginning of 47 BC if not later in the same year.60 It was probably only after 
Julius Caesar’s victory over Pharnaces in the battle of Zela (August 2, 47 BC)61 
and after Asander’s victory over Pharnaces and the death of the latter at the end of 

54 ANOKHIN 1986: nos. 221–223; RPC I, 1842, and also RPC I, Suppl. I, no. 1842.
55 FROLOVA and IRELAND 2002: 34.
56 NAWOTKA 1992: 41–42.
57 ANOKHIN 1986: no. 243; NAWOTKA 1992: 31.
58 ANOKHIN 1986: 78–79; NAWOTKA 1992: 31.
59 Anokhin (1986: 78–79) not only holds that Pharnaces II and Asander shared power from 50 BC but also 

that Pharnaces granted Asander the title of archon and the right to strike gold coins.
60 NAWOTKA 1992: 34.
61 Plutarch, Caesar 50; LORD 1938: 19; NAWOTKA 1992: 34.
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August 47 BC62 that Asander proclaimed himself archon and struck his first gold 
coin. As the Bosporan year ends in October, Asander’s first regnal year as archon 
could have been from 47 up until October 46 BC, corresponding to the staters with 
letter A on the reverse. Automatically, that would make the second year (B) last 
until October 45 BC; the third one (Γ), up until October 44 BC; and his fourth (Δ)  
and last year as archon, up until October 43 BC. In fact, we have coins from the  
fourth year (Δ) bearing the title archon, but we also have some coins from  
the same year with the title basileus, the latter title probably having been awarded in 
43 BC. Despite Nawotka’s opinion, it would not have been risky at all for Asander 
to have received this title from Octavian during a period in which the entire East 
“was in the hands of Republicans (imperium maius over all governors of the eastern 
provinces for Brutus being declared by the Senate in April 43)”,63 especially due 
to the efforts of Cicero. But, after the battle of Mulina (April 21, 43 BC), Octavian 
was the great winner.64 Having become Marcus Antonius’ political equal and consul 
from August 19, he would have been able to sustain an apellatio for Asander. So, 
it is quite possible that sometime after the battle of Mulina and especially after the 
beginning of Octavian’s consulship on August 19, 43 BC, Asander received from 
him the title of basileus and struck until October 43 his first staters with his new 
title while still in the fourth regnal year (Δ). Knowing only that the last coins in the 
hoard discovered at Sarmizegetusa Regia included one or more staters from Asander 
as archon, we will try to propose a more accurate terminus post quem.

There is only one possible reason for this hoard to have come to Sarmizegetusa, 
the stronghold of the Dacian kings in the Orăştie Mountains: the military campaign 
of the Dacian king Burebista to the Black Sea border, from Olbia to Apollonia 
Pontica.65 The chronology of this expedition has been the subject of endless debate 
in Romanian historiography, with older opinions considering it as having taken place 
around the years 60–48 BC,66 55 BC,67 or 52–48 BC,68 but more recent discussions 
have strongly argued in favor of dating it to around 48 BC69 or 48–44 BC, if not 
47–44 BC.70 Appian’s statement (II, 8, 51) with regard to Pompey’s speech to his 
army is one of the most relevant arguments. As related by Appian, Pompey told 

62 NAWOTKA 1992: 35.
63 NAWOTKA 1992: 39.
64 Dio Cassius, XLVI, 29–38.
65 About this event, see: CONDURACHI 1953: 515–523; PETRE 1971: 97–104; SUCEVEANU 2009: 35–56.
66 PÂRVAN 1926: 79.
67 PIPPIDI 1965: 228–223.
68 CONDURACHI 1953: 522.
69 AVRAM 2001: 610–613.
70 PETRE 1971: 102. Suceveanu (2009: 35–56 and especially 47–48) gave strong arguments indicating that 

the conquest of Olbia occurred in 47 BC.
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his soldiers that “all the nations of the East and around the Euxine Sea, both Greek 
and Barbarian, stand with us and the kings, who are friends of the Roman people 
or of myself, and are supplying us soldiers, arms, provisions and other implements 
of war”, meaning that at the end of 49 BC the West Pontic Greek cities had not 
yet submitted to Burebista.71 In this context it seems difficult to accept that over 
the course of a few months during the year 48 BC (let’s say between spring and 
autumn, at the most decisive moment of the struggle between Pompey and Caesar, 
between the battles in Dyrrhachium and Pharsalos), Burebista’s Getae defeated the 
strongest Roman army in northern Greece and conquered the entire western shore of 
the Pontus Euxinus. There is no reason to believe that Olbia fell a short time before 
Pharnaces’ revolt against Rome.72 In fact, it is more likely that this happened after 
Pharnaces’ revolt, especially as there would not have been any significant Roman 
armies in the Balkan Peninsula at this point in time.73

It seems now that Appian’s anecdote provides us with a new hypothesis, one 
that places the famous expedition at the end of the Dacian king’s reign, probably in 
46 BC (a few years before his assassination, which took place in around 44 BC), and 
perhaps within the context of Julius Caesar’s displacement far away to the East because 
of the war with Pharnaces II. Accepting that Asander struck his first-year stater as 
archon after the battle of Zela (in August of 47 BC), i.e. after the death of Pharnaces II  
(at the end of August of 47 BC) and probably from October of 47 BC (according to 
the calendar of the Bosporan era), it looks as if Burebista’s Pontic campaign from 
Olbia to Apollonia could have taken place between the spring and autumn of 46 BC. 
After Burebista’s death in 44 BC, no other context can explain the arrival of such 
huge quantities of West Pontic gold coins to Sarmizegetusa Regia.

A second discussion concerns the moment at which the hoard was buried. Did 
it happen shortly after the last coin was struck – so probably during the civil war 
that followed the assassination of the Dacian king in 44 BC – or did it happen much 
later, in AD 106, when the Romans conquered Sarmizegetusa and Dacia?74 What 
seems certain is that no hoard has been found that mixes pre-Roman gold artifacts 
(Lysimachus-type staters from the West Pontic Greek cities, Koson-type staters, and 
Dacian bracelets) with Roman gold or silver coins. We do not have a single Roman 
aureus in pre-Roman Dacian contexts; they are rare even in Roman Dacia and it 
seems that they only came after the Roman conquest.75 So, their absence from the 
famous Dacian gold hoards is less surprising. Even more suggestive is the absence 

71 Appianus, BC, II, 51; PETRE 1971: 102; OŢA 2011: 162.
72 PETRE 1971: 102.
73 See also: SUCEVEANU 2009: 47–48.
74 VILCU 2010: 207.
75 ARDEVAN 1993: 25; PETAC 2006: 136.
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of any mixed hoard containing Roman denarii (Republican or Imperial) and Koson-
type silver drachms. However, exercising all due caution, it seems that we have some 
apparently significant coins and jewelry in a few mixed hoards and also at least one 
relevant analogy. So, in hoard 1 from Sarmizegetusa Regia (March of 1999), there 
were six gold bracelets,76 two of which contained gold Koson-type coins; hoard 2 
from the same settlement (the so-called “Evrika hoard”, also discovered in the spring 
of 1999, on a hill behind the sanctuary) included at least one gold bracelet, 800 
or 1,000 Lysimachus-type staters from West Pontic Greek cities and maybe 2,000 
unspecified Roman denarii(?);77 hoard 3 from Sarmizegetusa Regia (discovered in 
the summer of 1999, around 100 m north of the sanctuary) contained two Dacian 
plurispiralic gold bracelets together with 200 West Pontic Lysimachus-type staters 
and maybe 500 tetradrachms(?) (apparently Thasos-type tetradrachms but also local 
Dacian coins of the Răduleşti-Hunedoara type).78 Lysimachus-type staters from 
West Pontic Greek cities were struck between 90–72 BC; this was connected to the 
Mithridatic wars.79 Koson-type coins seem to have been struck at Sarmizegetusa 
Regia around the middle of the 40s BC and maybe a few years afterwards,80 while 
Dacian tetradrachms of the Răduleşti-Hunedoara type were struck at the end of the 
2nd century BC to the beginning of the 1st century BC (around 130–90 BC).81 Also, 
hoard 5 from Sarmizegetusa Regia may have contained several gold bracelets and 
an unknown number of silver coins of an unspecified type as well as, perhaps, silver 
jewelry.82 Despite the specific situation of all this data, which is not very detailed or 
accurate in several significant situations (there is apparently no confirmation that 
Roman denarii were present in hoard 2, nor is there any confirmation that Thasos-type 
and Dacian tetradrachms were present in hoard 3), they seem to give us a terminus 
post quem of around the middle of the 1st century BC. Maybe the most significant 
analogy is offered by the hoard discovered in 1960 at Peteni83 (Zăbala, Covasna 
County). It contained silver Dacian jewelry, including a plurispiralic Dacian silver 
bracelet identical to the golden bracelets from Sarmizegetusa Regia as well as 39 
Roman Republican silver coins (35 originals and 4 Dacian imitations of Roman 
Republican type), the last of which is from 64 BC (RRC 412/1), which suggests 
a burial date of around the middle of the 1st century BC. It is enticing to imagine that 

76 OBERLÄNDER-TÂRNOVEANU 2001: 94.
77 Ibidem: 95.
78 Ibidem.
79 CALLATAY 1997: 413.
80 VILCU 2010: 206; OBERLÄNDER-TÂRNOVEANU 2001: 113.
81 PREDA 1998: 206; OBERLÄNDER-TÂRNOVEANU 2001: 113; RUSTOIU 2016: 74–76.
82 OBERLÄNDER-TÂRNOVEANU 2001: 95; RUSTOIU 2016: 74–76.
83 SZEKELY 1965: 53–65; OBERLÄNDER-TÂRNOVEANU 2001: 310–318.
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Sarmizegetusa Regia is the site of an important and very homogenous horizon of 
gold hoards containing thousands of Greek gold coins from the cities on the western 
border of the Black Sea together with staters of Pharnaces II and of Asander or with 
gold Koson-type staters (most of them struck using the gold from West Pontic Greek 
coins84) or even with Dacian gold bracelets. The spectacular discovery of a huge 
hoard of around 3,600 staters now gives us the image of a small but significant lot 
of gold coins of Pharnaces II and of Asander as archon from the Pontic kingdom 
on the western border of the Black Sea (and why not also from Olbia, since it was 
also conquered by Burebista?), mixing here with thousands of Mithridatic period 
Lysimachus-type staters, especially ones from Tomis, but also from Istros, Callatis, 
and Byzantium, and going from there to Sarmizegetusa Regia, probably in 46 BC, 
following Burebista’s expedition from Olbia to Apollonia Pontica. The unexpected 
and apparently unusual presence of so many bronze countermarked Istros coins in 
the Dacian fortresses from Costeşti85 and Piatra Roşie,86 but also found elsewhere 
in the entire region,87 are more pieces of evidence speaking in favor of the coins 
having come from Burebista’s campaign.88 Keeping in mind that the last coin of 
the hoard seems to belong to the first year of Asander as archon – and so, struck 
somewhere between October of 47 BC and October of 46 BC (but probably at the 
beginning of this period) – we think that all conditions have been met to consider 
this horizon of hoards of gold as a historical trace of the events of the civil war in 
Dacia that followed the assassination of Burebista in 44 BC, the hoard probably 
having been buried soon after his death89 and after the dissolution of his kingdom 
into four smaller entities.90

84 VILCU et AL. 2010: 302.
85 MACREA 1936: 147–163; ARDEVAN 2009: 125–131.
86 ARDEVAN 2009: 128.
87 GRAMATICU and OBERLÄNDER-TÂRNOVEANU 2005: 25–36; GHEORGHIU 2005: 187; ARDEVAN 

2009: 127. These last two sources mention the existence of 13 Istros bronze coins from a Dacian warrior tumulus 
tomb near the Dacian fortress from Costeşti, Hunedoara County.

88 Ardevan (2009: 129) takes into consideration the idea that the coins came to Sarmizegetusa Regia at some 
point during the 1st century AD.

89 For a different opinion, one that holds that all these hoards were buried much later, when the Romans 
conquered Sarmizegetusa Regia in 106 A.D., see VILCU 2010: 207.

90 Strabo, VII, 3, 5.
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ABBREVIATIONS
ActaMN = Acta Musei Napocensis, Cluj.
AISC = Anuarul Institutului de Studii Clasice, Cluj.
AJN = American Journal of Numismatics, New York.
BHAUT = Bibliotheca Historica et Archaeologica Universitatis Timisiensis, Timişoara.
BSNR = Buletinul Societăţii Numismatice Române, Bucharest.
CN = Cercetări Numismatice, Bucharest.
EDR = Ephemeris Dacoromana. Annuario della cuola Romena di Roma.
IGB = MIHAILOV, G. (ed.) 1958–1970. Inscriptiones Graecae in Bulgariae epertae, Sofia.
JRS = The Journal of Roman Studies, Cambridge.
NC = The Numismatic Chronicle, London.
RN = Revue Numismatique, Paris.
RPC I = BURNETT, A., AMANDRY, M. and RIPOLLES, P. P. 1992. Roman Provincial Coinage. 
From the death of Caesar to the death of Vitellius (44 BC–AD 69), London-Paris.
RPC I, Suppl. I = BURNETT, A., AMANDRY, M. and RIPOLLES, P. P. 1998. Roman Provincial 
Coinage. From the death of Caesar to the death of Vitellius (44 BC–AD 69). Supplement I, 
London-Paris.
SCIV = Studii şi Cercetări de Istorie (şi Arheologie), Bucharest.
SCN = Studii şi Cercetări de Numismatica, Bucharest.
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PLATE 1 Fig. 1. Hoard 1 from Sarmizegetusa Regia: six bracelets (all recovered; National History   
 Museum of Romania; nos. 1–4 and 7–8)
PLATE 2 Figs. 1–4. Hoard 2 from Sarmizegetusa Regia: one bracelet (not recovered) and 1000   
 West Pontic Lysimachus-type staters (not recovered; coins from the numismatic   
 collection of the Romanian Academy; 2:1)
PLATE 3 Figs. 1–4. Hoard 3 from Sarmizegetusa Regia: two bracelets (recovered; National History   
 Museum of Romania, nos. 5 and 9) and 200 West Pontic Lysimachus-type staters  
 (not recovered; coins from the numismatic collection of the Romanian Academy; 2:1)
PLATE 4 Figs. 1–3. Hoard 4 from Sarmizegetusa Regia: six bracelets (three  recovered; National   
 History Museum of Romania; nos. 6, 12 and 13) and the Koson-type staters found   
 inside of them (Collection of the Romanian Academy)
PLATE 5 Fig. 1. Hoard 5 from Sarmizegetusa Regia: five bracelets (two recovered; National History  
 Museum of Romania, nos. 10–11) 
 Figs. 2–6 – staters of Asander as archon (2:1): 
 Fig. 2. Stater of Asander as archon (2:1), first issue, year 1 (A), O1-R1 
 Fig. 3. Stater of Asander as archon (2:1), second issue, year 1 (A), O1-R2 
 Fig. 4. Stater of Asander as archon (2:1), third issue, year 2 (B), O1-R3

PLATE 6 Fig. 5. Stater of Asander as archon (2:1), fourth issue, year 3 (Γ), O2-R4
 Fig. 6. Stater of Asander as archon (2:1), fifth issue, year 4 (Δ), O3-R5
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