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Szanowni Panstwo,

oddajemy w Panstwa rece tom XIX Notae Numismaticae — Zapiskow Numizmatycz-
nych. Zgodnie z przyjetymi przez nas zasadami wszystkie teksty publikujemy w jezykach
kongresowych, z angielskimi i polskimi abstraktami. Zawarto$¢ obecnego tomu oraz tomy
archiwalne sg zamieszczone w formie plikow PDF na stronie internetowej Muzeum Naro-
dowego w Krakowie (https://mnk.pl/notae-numismaticae-zapiski-numizmatyczne-1). Na
stronie dostepne sa ponadto wszelkie informacje ogolne o czasopismie oraz instrukcje dla
autoréw 1 recenzentow.

Biezacy Tom naszego czasopisma chcieliby$my zadedykowa¢ Panu Mecenasowi
Lechowi Kokocinskiemu, obchodzacemu w 2024 roku swoje 80-te urodziny. Lech Kokocinski
(ur. 1944), prawnik, sedzia i wieloletni pracownik Ministerstwa Kultury i Sztuki, z numi-
zmatyka zwigzany jest w zasadzie od zawsze. Przede wszystkim nalezy do grona najwy-
bitniejszych kolekcjonerow numizmatéow drugiej potowy XX i pierwszych dziesigcioleci
XXIwieku. Jego zainteresowania kolekcjonerskie nie ograniczaty si¢ przy tym do waskiego
zakresu, lecz obejmowaty szerokie spektrum obiektow: od monet antycznych poczawszy,
poprzez pieniagdz papierowy, medale, az po fatszerstwa monet i banknotéw. Wazna czgsé
jego zbiorow stanowig starodruki i rekopisy numizmatyczne oraz inne obiekty o charakte-
rze bibliofilskim, szczegolnie Lwowiana. Mecenas Kokocinski przez cate zycie aktywnie
wilaczat si¢ w animowanie ruchu numizmatycznego. Od 1962 roku byt cztonkiem Polskie-
go Towarzystwa Archeologicznego, od 1984 roku przewodniczyt Sekcji Numizmatycznej
Polskiego Towarzystwa Archeologicznego i Numizmatycznego, a w 1987 roku zostat Pre-
zesem tej organizacji. W 1991 roku nalezat do zatozycieli Polskiego Towarzystwa Numi-
zmatycznego i byl jego pierwszym Prezesem, a nast¢gpnie Prezesem Honorowym. Bliskie
zwiazki mecenasa Kokocinskiego z Gabinetem Numizmatycznym Muzeum Narodowego
w Krakowie siggaja XX wieku. Jest cztonkiem Towarzystwa Przyjaciot Muzeum im. Eme-
ryka Hutten-Czapskiego (od 1996 r.), a w latach 2011-2015 peknit funkcje cztonka Rady
Muzeum Narodowego w Krakowie. Wszedt tez w sktad Komitetu Honorowego projektu
Europejskie Centrum Numizmatyki Polskiej, w ramach realizacji ktérego udalo si¢ otwo-
rzy¢ Muzeum im. Emeryka Hutten-Czapskiego w obecnym ksztalcie. Przede wszystkim
jednak jest jednym z najwazniejszych i najbardziej hojnych darczyncow na rzecz Muzeum.
Wzbogacil zbiory Gabinetu Numizmatycznego o niemal 11 000 obiektéw, w tym monety
antyczne, bezprecedensowg kolekcje pieniadza falszywego, pieniadz papierowy i medale.
Dodatkowo ofiarowal do biblioteki Muzeum ponad 1000 pozycji roznych publikacji, sta-
rodrukow i znakomite archiwalia zwigzane z zyciem i dzialalno$cia wybitnych numizma-
tykdw czy towarzystw numizmatycznych, jak np. Zwigzku Numizmatykéw Lwowskich
czy Towarzystwa Numizmatycznego w Krakowie. Z okazji Jubileuszu zyczymy Lechowi
Kokocinskiemu, naszemu Drogiemu Przyjacielowi, co najmniej 100 lat!

Redakcja



Dear Readers,

We are delighted to present you with volume 19 of Notae Numismaticae — Zapiski
Numizmatyczne. As is our policy, we publish all texts in the congress languages, with Eng-
lish and Polish abstracts. The contents of current volume and archive numbers are available
as PDF files on the website of the National Museum in Krakow (https://mnk.pl/notae-nu-
mismaticae-zapiski-numizmatyczne-1). The website also provides all general information
about the journal, along with guidelines for authors and reviewers.

We would like to dedicate the current volume of our journal to Mr Lech Kokocinski,
who celebrated his 80™ birthday in 2024. Lech Kokocinski (born in 1944), lawyer, judge
and long-time employee of the Ministry of Culture and Art, has been involved in numis-
matics for practically all his life. Above all, he is one of the most outstanding numismatic
collectors of the second half of the 20" century and the first decades of the 21% century. His
collecting interests were not limited to a narrow range, but covered a wide spectrum of ob-
jects, starting with the ancient coins, through paper money and medals, to counterfeits of
coins and banknotes. An important part of his collection consists of antique prints and nu-
mismatic manuscripts as well as other bibliophile objects, especially Lvoviana. Through-
out his life, Kokocinski has actively participated in promoting the numismatic movement.
He was a member of the Polish Archaeological Society from 1962, chaired the Numisma-
tic Section of the Polish Archaeological and Numismatic Society from 1984 and became its
president in 1987. In 1991, he was one of the founders and first president of the Polish Nu-
mismatic Society, later becoming Honorary President. The close relationship between Mr
Kokocinski and the Numismatic Department of the National Museum in Krakow dates back
to the 20" century. He is a member of the Emeryk Hutten-Czapski Museum Friends Society
(since 1996), and in the years between 2011-2015 he was a member of the Council of the
National Museum in Krakow. He also became a member of the Honorary European Center
of Polish Numismatics project, which led to the opening of the Emeryk Hutten-Czapski Mu-
seum its present form. Above all, however, he is one of the most important and generous
donors to the Museum. He enriched the collection of the Numismatic Cabinet with almost
11,000 objects, including ancient coins, an unprecedented collection of counterfeit money,
paper money and medals. In addition, he donated more than 1,000 items to the museum li-
brary, including various publications, antique books, and valuable archive material related
to the life and work of prominent numismatists or numismatic societies, such as the Union
of Lviv Numismatists and the Numismatic Society in Krakow. On the occasion of this mile-
stone birthday, we wish Lech Kokocinski, our dear friend, at least 100 years!

The Editors
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JIRI MILITKY, PETR VESELY and LENKA VACINOVA

Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum. Czech Republic. Vol. 1: The National
Museum, Prague. Part 7: Seleucid Empire and Imitations, Syria, Phoenicia,
Judaea, Mesopotamia, Commagene, Armenia and Arabia, Prague 2023, 287
pages, 91 plates + 52 colour plates; ISBN 978-80-7036-783-4

The most recent work by Jiti Militky, Petr Vesely, and Lenka Vacinova is the
seventh part of the first book of Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum. Czech Republic:
The National Museum in Prague. Ancient coins from Syria, Phoenicia, Judaea,
Mesopotamia, Commagene, Armenia, Arabia, and the Seleucid Empire and its
imitations are included in the examined catalogue. This volume is third publications
of Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum. Czech Republic series. The coins of Macedonia
and Paeonia (Part 3) and Baktria and India (Part 10) were previously catalogued in
two volumes published in 2016 and 2019.

The discussed collection of coins deposited at the National Museum in Prague
has a total of 725 pieces. The Seleucid imperial coins (404) and their imitations
(9), as well as coins from cities in the wider Levant (312), make up the catalogue’s
corpus. Coins from the Middle East have been divided by region: Syria, Phoenicia,
Mesopotamia, Judea, Commagene, Armenia and Arabia. The catalogue is dominated
by coins minted during the Seleucid era (540), but the museum also has a significant
collection of coins from Judea (96). Other regions are represented by a few specimens
(Commagene — 3 coins).

A foreword and collection history, comments on the catalogue and XRF
analyses, the catalogue itself, a bibliography, and indexes make up the 287-page
work (91 plates and 52 colour plates). 11 sections constitute up the catalogue, which
is arranged geographically. Queries for terms and phrases such as rulers, mints,
denominations, and the inventory number list are made feasible using the indices.

A synopsis of the collection’s history is followed by a commentary on the
catalogue, which provides information on some of the assemblage’s rare coins.
Notable among them are the coins of Timarchus (Nos. 205-206), Antiochus Hierax
(No. 119), or the bronze coins from 202 of the Seleucid era of Antiochus VIII with
the title DIAOMHTOPOZX (Nos. 342-345). In addition, previously unpublished
coins like the drachma of Seleukos I (No. 29), the bronze coin of Alexander I minted
most likely in Seleucia on the Tigris (No. 239) and numerous hitherto unknown
variants also appear. Imitations of Seleucid coins (Nos. 405—413) are a fascinating
category that, by itself, encourages additional research into the nature of ancient
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coin copying and imitation. Two categories were identified for the Seleucid coin
imitations in the National Museum in Prague. According to the authors, the first
has high-quality imitations (Nos. 405—-408) that were most likely produced in
Cappadocia between the reign of Ariathes V and the 80s BC. In the second group
(Nos. 409—-413) are tarnished imitations with flawed legends, whose place and
circumstances of manufacture await discovery.

Chronological framework of the civic coins from Syria, Phoenicia, Commagene,
etc. include specimens from the reign of the Seleucids to Roman provincial coinage.
Among them, one comes across coins of Antioch on the Orontes, Seleucia in Pieria,
Sidon, Tyre, Damascus, Bostra, Heliopolis and other cities with their own mints.
In addition, there are several examples of coins of the Nabatacan and Armenian
kingdoms.

A separate and numerous group (95 specimens) are coins from Judea. They
include coins of the Hasmoneans, Herodians, but also coins from the Jewish uprisings
against the Roman occupation. This group is concluded by single provincial coins
from Aelia Capitolina and Tiberias.

A commentary on the XRF analyses by Marek Fikrle and Petr Vesely discusses
basic information on the method used (for an in-depth discussion of the methodo-
logy used, they refer to SNG Prague 1/3, 10-11 and SNG Prague 1/10, 14-21).
161 Seleucid coins and 30 coins from Judea were submitted for analysis. Unfortunately,
only gold and silver coins were examined among the Seleucid coins, and bronze
coins according to the authors “due to the limited measurement capacity” (p. 16)
were omitted. Nevertheless, the metallographic analysis results of the imitations
are very curious, showing a high silver content, which indicates that they were not
produced to fraud the Seleucid monetary system. An undoubted advantage of the
analyses are the easy-to-understand diagrams. An excellent example is the diagram
(Fig. 1) showing the chronologically decreasing silver content, albeit slight (from
almost 99% to 96.5%), in the Seleucid empire. In contrast stand analyses of bronze
coins from Judea, which show complete diversity, with copper (Cu) content ranging
from 87% during the reign of John Hyrcanus I (No. 598) to 42% during the rise of
Bar Kochba (No. 677).

The catalogue adheres to the format used in preceding Sylloge Nummorum
Graecorum volumes. The extensive explanations of each record are transparent,
yet include information about mint, metal, denomination, obverse and reverse
descriptions, axis, references, year of acquisition and catalogue numbers. It is crucial
to emphasize that the XRF analysis results are included. On one page, black and
white images contrast with the records. In certain instances, the high-resolution
photos appear too dark. Furthermore, there are additional plates at the ending of
the catalogue that display every coin once again, but in colour.

299
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In conclusion, the next section of Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum. Czech Repu-
blicvol. 1, part 7 on the coinage of the Seleucid Empire and its imitations, Syria, Phoe-
nicia, Judaea, Mesopotamia, Commagene, Armenia and Arabia, maintains the high
level of the previous parts. When conducting study on the Seleucid coins, it will
undoubtedly be a helpful tool. Additionally, the XRF analyses of 30 Judean and
161 Seleucid coins elevated the catalogue and inspired other researchers to carry
out comparable studies on additional collections of Judean, Seleucid, and civic
coinage from Middle Eastern cities. One should anticipate the upcoming parts of
Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum, Czech Republic, and expect to be adequately
prepared as well.

ABBREVIATIONS

SNG Prague 1/3 = J. MILITKY, Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum. Czech Republic. Vol. 1: The
National Museum, Prague. Part 3: Macedonia and Paeonia, Prague 2016.

SNG Prague 1/10 = J. MILITKY and M. MASEK, Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum. Czech
Republic. Vol. 1: The National Museum, Prague. Part 10: Baktria and India (Early Baktria,
Graeco-Baktrian and Indo-Greek Coins, Imitation, Indo-Scythians), Prague 2019.
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